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The Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Agri- culture of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on Ag- riculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate an interim report on the 
results of such study no later than February 1, 1984, and a final 
report on the results of such study no later than March 1, 1985. 

(c) In order to encourage States to plan, design, develop, and
implement a system for making supplemental nutrition assistance 
program benefits available through the use of intelligent benefit 
cards or other automated or electronic benefit delivery systems, the 
Secretary may conduct one or more pilot or experimental projects, 
subject to the restrictions imposed by subsection (b)(1) and section 
7(f)(2), designed to test whether the use of such cards or systems  
can enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of program operations 
while ensuring that individuals receive correct benefit amounts on  
a timely basis. Intelligent benefit cards developed under such a 
demonstration project shall contain information, encoded on a com- 
puter chip embedded in a credit card medium, including the eligi- 
bility of the individual and the amount of benefits to which such 
individual is entitled. Any other automated or electronic benefit de- 
livery system developed under such a demonstration project shall  
be able to use a plastic card to access such information from a data 
file. 

(d) In order to assess the effectiveness of the employment and
training programs established under section 6(d) in placing individ- 
uals into the work force and withdrawing such individuals from the 
supplemental nutrition assistance program, the Secretary is au- 
thorized to carry out studies comparing the pre- and post-program 
labor force participation, wage rates, family income, level of receipt 
of supplemental nutrition assistance program and other transfer 
payments, and other relevant information, for samples of partici- 
pants in such employment and training programs as compared to 
the appropriate control or comparison groups that did not partici- 
pate in such programs. Such studies shall, to the maximum extent 
possible— 

(1) collect such data for up to 3 years after the individual
has completed the employment and training program; and 

(2) yield results that can be generalized to the national
program as a whole. 

The results of such studies and reports shall be considered in de- 
veloping or updating the performance standards required under 
section 6. 

(e) The Secretary shall conduct a sufficient number of dem- 
onstration projects to evaluate the effects, in both rural and urban 
areas, of including in financial resources under section 5(g) the fair 
market value of licensed vehicles to the extent the value of each 
vehicle exceeds $4,500, but excluding the value of— 

(1) any licensed vehicle that is used to produce earned in- 
come, necessary for transportation of an elderly or physically 
disabled household member, or used as the household’s home; 
and 
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(2) one licensed vehicle used to obtain, continue, or seek
employment (including travel to and from work), used to pur- 
sue employment-related education or training, or used to se- 
cure food or the benefits of the supplemental nutrition assist- 
ance program. 
(f) The Secretary shall conduct, under such terms and condi- 

tions as the Secretary shall prescribe, for a period not to exceed 4 
years, projects to test allowing not more than 11,000 eligible house- 
holds, in the aggregate, to accumulate resources up to $10,000 each 
(which shall be excluded from consideration as a resource) for later 
expenditure for a purpose directly related to improving the edu- 
cation, training, or employability (including self-employment) of 
household members, for the purchase of a home for the household, 
for a change of the household’s residence, or for making major re- 
pairs to the household’s home. 

(g) The Secretary shall use up to $4,000,000 of the funds pro- 
vided in advance in appropriations Acts for projects authorized by 
this section to conduct demonstration projects in which State  or 
local supplemental nutrition assistance program agencies test inno- 
vative ideas for working with State or local law enforcement agen- 
cies to investigate and prosecute benefit trafficking. 

(h) PILOT PROJECTS TO EVALUATE HEALTH AND NUTRITION
PROMOTION IN THE SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PRO- 
GRAM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall  carry  out,  under
such terms and conditions as the Secretary considers to be ap- 
propriate, pilot projects to develop and test methods— 

(A) of using the supplemental nutrition assistance pro- 
gram to improve the dietary and health status of house- 
holds eligible for or participating in the supplemental nu- 
trition assistance program; and 

(B) to reduce overweight, obesity (including childhood
obesity), and associated co-morbidities in the  United 
States. 
(2) GRANTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this subsection, the
Secretary may enter into competitively awarded contracts 
or cooperative agreements with, or provide grants to, pub- 
lic or private organizations or agencies (as defined by the 
Secretary), for use in accordance with projects that meet  
the strategy goals of this subsection. 

(B) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a contract,
cooperative agreement, or grant under this paragraph, an 
organization shall submit to the Secretary an application  
at such time, in such manner, and containing such infor- 
mation as the Secretary may require. 

(C) SELECTION CRITERIA.—Pilot projects shall be evalu- 
ated against publicly disseminated criteria that may in- 
clude— 

(i) identification of a low-income target audience
that corresponds to individuals living in households 
with incomes at or below 185 percent of the poverty 
level; 
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(ii) incorporation of a scientifically based strategy
that is designed to improve diet quality through more 
healthful food purchases, preparation, or consumption; 

(iii) a commitment to a pilot project that allows for
a rigorous outcome evaluation, including data collec- 
tion; 

(iv) strategies to improve the nutritional value of
food served during school hours and during after- 
school hours; 

(v) innovative ways to provide significant improve- 
ment to the health and wellness of children; 

(vi) other criteria, as determined by the Secretary.
(D) USE OF FUNDS.—Funds provided under this para- 

graph shall not be used for any project that limits the use 
of benefits under this Act. 
(3) PROJECTS.—Pilot projects carried out under paragraph

(1) may include projects to determine whether healthier food
purchases by and healthier diets among households partici- 
pating in the supplemental nutrition assistance program result
from projects that—

(A) increase the supplemental nutrition assistance
purchasing power of the participating households by pro- 
viding increased supplemental nutrition assistance pro- 
gram benefit allotments to the participating households; 

(B) increase access to farmers markets by partici- 
pating households through the electronic redemption of 
supplemental nutrition assistance program benefits at 
farmers’ markets; 

(C) provide incentives to authorized supplemental nu- 
trition assistance program retailers to increase the avail- 
ability of healthy foods to participating households; 

(D) subject authorized supplemental nutrition assist- 
ance program retailers to stricter retailer requirements 
with respect to carrying and stocking healthful foods; 

(E) provide incentives at the point of purchase to en- 
courage households participating in the supplemental nu- 
trition assistance program to purchase fruits, vegetables,  
or other healthful foods; or 

(F) provide to participating households integrated com- 
munication and education programs, including the provi- 
sion of funding for a portion of a school-based nutrition co- 
ordinator to implement a broad nutrition action plan and 
parent nutrition education programs in  elementary  
schools, separately or in combination with pilot projects 
carried out under subparagraphs (A) through (E). 
(4) EVALUATION AND REPORTING.—

(A) EVALUATION.—
(i) INDEPENDENT EVALUATION.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall  provide
for an independent evaluation of projects selected 
under this subsection that measures the impact of 
the pilot program on health and nutrition as de- 
scribed in paragraph (1). 



January 15, 2019 As Amended Through P.L. 115-334, Enacted December 20, 2018  

139 FOOD AND NUTRITION ACT OF 2008 Sec. 17 

(II) REQUIREMENT.—The independent evalua- 
tion under subclause (I) shall use rigorous meth- 
odologies, particularly random assignment or  
other methods that are capable of producing sci- 
entifically valid information regarding which ac- 
tivities are effective. 
(ii) COSTS.—The Secretary may use funds pro- 

vided to carry out this section to pay costs associated 
with monitoring and evaluating each pilot project. 
(B) REPORTING.—Not later than 90 days after the last

day of fiscal year 2009 and each fiscal year thereafter until 
the completion of the last evaluation under subparagraph 
(A), the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Agri- 
culture of the House of Representatives and the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen- 
ate a report that includes a description of— 

(i) the status of each pilot project;
(ii) the results of the evaluation completed during

the previous fiscal year; and 
(iii) to the maximum extent practicable—

(I) the impact of the pilot project on appro- 
priate health, nutrition, and associated behavioral 
outcomes among households participating in the 
pilot project; 

(II) baseline information relevant to the stat- 
ed goals and desired outcomes of the pilot project; 
and 

(III) equivalent information about similar or
identical measures among control or comparison 
groups that did not participate in the pilot project. 

(C) PUBLIC DISSEMINATION.—In addition  to  the  report- 
ing requirements under subparagraph (B), evaluation re- 
sults shall be shared broadly to inform policy makers, 
service providers, other partners, and the public in order  
to promote wide use of successful strategies. 
(5) FUNDING.—

(A) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are
authorized to be appropriated such sums as are necessary 
to carry out this section for each of fiscal years 2008 
through 2012. 

(B) MANDATORY FUNDING.—Out of any funds made
available under section 18, on October 1, 2008, the Sec- 
retary shall make available $20,000,000 to carry out a 
project described in paragraph (3)(E), to remain available 
until expended. 

(i) COOPERATION WITH PROGRAM RESEARCH AND EVALUATION.—
Subject to the requirements of this Act, including protections under 
section 11(e)(8), States, State agencies, local agencies, institutions, 
facilities such as data consortiums, and contractors participating in 
programs authorized under this Act shall— 

(1) cooperate with officials and contractors acting on behalf
of the Secretary in the conduct of evaluations and  studies 
under this Act; and 
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(2) submit information at such time and in  such manner
as the Secretary may require. 

(1) to carry out this section.


	FOOD AND NUTRITION ACT OF 2008
	137 FOOD AND NUTRITION ACT OF 2008 Sec. 17
	Sec. 17 FOOD  AND NUTRITION ACT OF 2008 138
	139 FOOD AND NUTRITION ACT OF 2008 Sec. 17
	Sec. 17 FOOD  AND NUTRITION ACT OF 2008 140



