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Reason for Revision:  Form I-601A informs an applicant in removal proceedings what he or she should do 
once USCIS approves the provisional unlawful presence waiver application. 

Last year, ICE informed USCIS that the terminology used on Form I-601A’s Instructions to describe how an 
applicant should resolve removal proceedings once USCIS approves Form I-601A was too narrow. Specifically,
the Instructions directed an applicant to seek dismissal or termination of removal proceedings without 
accounting for the possibility that removal proceedings can be resolved through a grant of voluntary departure 
under INA 240B. As ICE, and not USCIS, directly engages with applicants on the question of how to resolve 
removal proceedings, ICE requested that USCIS amend Form I-601A’s Instructions to direct applicants with 
approved Form I-601A to resolve their removal proceedings rather than seek termination or dismissal.  USCIS 
submitted the request to OMB, which approved the change on December 15, 2018.

When submitting the change to OMB, USCIS’ request inadvertently neglected to include a request to change 
the identical terminology on the form.  Therefore, the form and the instructions are now inconsistent. USCIS is 
submitting this request to remedy the inconsistency.

This is a non-substantive change. It does not impact the Form I-601A information collection, other parts of the 
Form I-601A instructions, or the adjudication of the Form I-601A. This modification also does not result in any 
other changes, such as a change in burden hours.
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NOTE: You may be eligible for a provisional 
unlawful presence waiver. Provide a copy of the
administrative closure order.  Also, if U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 
approves your provisional unlawful presence 
waiver, you should seek termination or 
dismissal of your removal, exclusion, or 
deportation proceedings before you depart the 
United States for your immigrant visa 
interview.
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NOTE: You may be eligible for a provisional 
unlawful presence waiver. Provide a copy of the
administrative closure order.  Also, if U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 
approves your provisional unlawful presence 
waiver, it is important that you resolve your 
removal, exclusion, or deportation proceedings 
before you depart the United States for your 
immigrant visa interview. 
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