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§ 31502. Requirements for qualifications, hours of 
service, safety, and equipment standards

Release date: 2005-03-17

(a) Application.— This section applies to transportation— 
(1) described in sections 13501 and 13502 of this title; and 
(2) to the extent the transportation is in the United States and is between
places in a foreign country, or between a place in a foreign country and a 
place in another foreign country. 
(b) Motor Carrier and Private Motor Carrier Requirements.— The 
Secretary of Transportation may prescribe requirements for— 
(1) qualifications and maximum hours of service of employees of, and 
safety of operation and equipment of, a motor carrier; and 
(2) qualifications and maximum hours of service of employees of, and 
standards of equipment of, a motor private carrier, when needed to 
promote safety of operation. 
(c) Migrant Worker Motor Carrier Requirements.— The Secretary 
may prescribe requirements for the comfort of passengers, qualifications 
and maximum hours of service of operators, and safety of operation and 
equipment of a motor carrier of migrant workers. The requirements only 
apply to a carrier transporting a migrant worker— 
(1) at least 75 miles; and 
(2) across the boundary of a State, territory, or possession of the United 
States. 
(d) Considerations.— Before prescribing or revising any requirement 
under this section, the Secretary shall consider the costs and benefits of 
the requirement. 
(e) Exception.— 
(1) In general.— Notwithstanding any other provision of law, regulations
issued under this section or section 31136 regarding— 
(A) maximum driving and on-duty times applicable to operators of 
commercial motor vehicles, 
(B) physical testing, reporting, or recordkeeping, and 
(C) the installation of automatic recording devices associated with 
establishing the maximum driving and on-duty times referred to in 
subparagraph (A), 
shall not apply to any driver of a utility service vehicle during an 
emergency period of not more than 30 days declared by an elected State 
or local government official under paragraph (2) in the area covered by 
the declaration. 
(2) Declaration of emergency.— An elected State or local government 
official or elected officials of more than one State or local government 
jointly may issue an emergency declaration for purposes of paragraph (1)
after notice to the Regional Director of the Federal Highway 
Administration with jurisdiction over the area covered by the declaration. 
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(3) Incident report.— Within 30 days after the end of the declared 
emergency period the official who issued the emergency declaration shall
file with the Regional Director a report of each safety-related incident or 
accident that occurred during the emergency period involving— 
(A) a utility service vehicle driver to which the declaration applied; or 
(B) a utility service vehicle of the driver to which the declaration applied. 
(4) Definitions.— In this subsection, the following definitions apply: 
(A) Driver of a utility service vehicle.— The term “driver of a utility 
service vehicle” means any driver who is considered to be a driver of a 
utility service vehicle for purposes of section 345(a)(4) of the National 
Highway System Designation Act of 1995 (49 U.S.C. 31136 note ; 109 
Stat. 613). 
(B) Utility service vehicle.— The term “utility service vehicle” has the 
meaning that term has under section 345(e)(6) of the National Highway 
System Designation Act of 1995 (49 U.S.C. 31136 note ; 109 Stat [1] 614–
615). 
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