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School IPM Recognition

EPAis developing a program to provide recognition for school districts across the nation that are working towards or have achieved a level
of success with their school integrated pest management (IPM] programs.

School IPM Awards Program Goal What is IPM?

The agency's awards program is an incentive-based program that wil recognize schools for
implementing IPM programs. The program will take into account your challenges and IEW s & siatinable sporodch 1o
systemically provide educational and recognition opportunities for your district. There will

be five award categories that reflect your level of effort and the success that your district
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Great Start Award

and reduce pesticde use and pest
The Great Start Award is available to school districts that are in the initial stages of complaints.
implementing an effective IPM program. Qualifying schools are those that have selected an

1PM coordinator and created a written IPM policy.

Leadership Award

The Leadership Award is avalable toschools and/or school disticts with a senior-level commitment o establish and maintain a
sustainable IPM program as wellas to relate your IPM strategies to the framework for effective school IPM programs (.., Organize, Assess,
Plan, Act, Evaluate, and Communicate).

Excellence Award

The Excellence Award s available to school districts demonsirating that their IPM program is comprehensive, effective and moving.
toward being institutionalized as part of a comprehensive environmental health program in the district. Specifically, EPA il ook for
evidence that:

+ the critical components that lead to program effectiveness (.., ix school IPM objectives (PDF) (15 pp, 400K, About PDF]) are embodied in

the school environmental health management program;
+ an established system exists to ensure consistent and sustained action to identify, address and prevent pest problems; and
+ the program i achiiving results.
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Model of Sustained Excellence

available to school districts demonstrating that their program is comprehensive, effective, and
sustained and institutionalized as part of a comprehensive environmental health program. Specifically, evidence s required to document
that the district:

+ previously won the Excellence Award, which shows that they have already successfully implemented and are sustaining the actions
‘associated with effective school IPM programs;

+ established long:term school IPM goals;

+ tracked the results of their program; and

+ utilized district-wide communication and established school IPM policies.

Connector Award

The Connector Award is designed to give national recognition to individuals and organizations whose actions and initiatives support
improved school environmental health in their community, region, state, or even nationally. There s a special focus on actions and
initiatives that reflect the spirit of the school IPM Connector such as:

+ Developing innovative nftiatives, approaches, tools or resources that have contributed to improved school IPM and indoor
environments;

+ Bringing people or IPM programs together to provide mutual assistance and support in school IPM program implementation;
+ Providing leadership/mentorship of school or school district IPM programs;

+ Providing technical assistance in IPM program implementation;

+ Increasing student involvement in IPM, such as nvolving science and environmental clubs; and

+ Taking actions and initiative to foster interconnectedness and mutual support that provide demonstrable results.
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School IPM Great Start Award

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) School Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Great Start Award is presented to school
districts that have madle a commitment to implement an cffective Integrated Pest Management program and that have taken the first steps
towards implementing IPM. The Great Start Award is one offive ties of IPM awards, which the EPA presentsto school districts or

individuals. To find out which tier of recognition s the best fitfor your district, visit [ttps://www.cpa.gov/managing-pests-schools/school-
ipm-awards-program].
Recipients of the School IPM Great Start Award will receive:

+ A*Great Startin School IPM” certficate signed by an EPA official;
+ Recognition on EPA's website;

+ Access to topical webinars, trainings, events and recognition and mentoring opportunities; and
+ Regular e-mail updates aimed at advancing your school IPM program.

Eligibility
Fora school distric toreceive the GreatStrt Award,the district must

+ Complywithallstate laws;
+ Only allow pesticides to be applied by a certified pesticide applicator;

+ Have a designated IPM Coordinator that is receiving regular IPM training;
+ Have a written IPM Policy;

+ Complete a self-assessment [add link for assessment exmaple] using an IPM checkist which addresses the pest-conducive conditions
and pest problems present in the district

How to Apply
Interested candidates should complete the attached apalication and submit the application by e-mal Only.

+ E-mail: pm@epagov
+ Subject: You School Distrct’s Name] - Great Start Award Application

The application s afillin form, which willallow you to save what you have filled in on your computer and submit it electronically via
emal.

Applications for the Great Start Award are accepted year-round on a non-competitive basis. For specific questions concerning the award
application, please contact

Jennifer Lemon [Add emaill, Team Leader, Emvironmental Stewardship Branch
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Paperwork Reduction Action Notice: The public reporting and record keeping burden for this collection is estimated to
average about 4 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. This is a
voluntary collection. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a valid OMB Control Number. The OMB Control Number of this collection is 2070-0200.
Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including
suggestions for reducing the burden, to Director, Collection Strategies Division (Mail Code 2822T), U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington, DC 20460. Include the OMS control number in any correspondence, but do not submit
the form or report to this address. The form should be submitted in accordance with the instructions for the form.
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Guidance for Completing the Great Start Application

Clarification of the terms used in the attached application, guidance sbout how to get started with IPM in your school district, and an IPM
self-assessment checkist can be found at
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Tier 1 Great Start Award Application

Sechool System/District Information
Please provide all of the information requested inthe table below. Note: I the contact person
for this spplication 1 not n school during the summer breale. please provide addiional contact
information (o8, cel phone, alternate contacts) toallow EPA fo contact you if necessary.
about your application.

‘The application is 2 fillin form, which wil allav vau to type your answers directly inta the

form, save what you have filled in on your computer, and submit it lectronically via e-mail.

IPM Coordinator Contact information
“School System/Disiict Name:

"Narme o IPM Coorainator
Title

Depariment

‘Address

iy, Stale. Zip Code.
Telephone

Fax Number

‘E-mai Address

School SystemDistrict Profile

“Total Nurber of Studerts
Total Number of Staff

“Total Number of Facilfes in Your
SystemDistict(¢.9, 45 schooks, 5
educational support budings)

‘Age Range of All Sysiem/Distrct Faciiies
(€9, 590 years oid)

Total Square Footage (i) of All
‘System/Distict Faciiies (e., 1.5 millon

)

“Total School Distict Budget

‘Number of School Facies i Your
‘School SystemiDistict Particpating i the.
‘School IPM Program

Done
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SelfAssesement: Have you completed a sef.assessment using an TPM checklistforsome o all
ofthe fcilifies in yourdistict? An example of a self.assessment checkist can be found at [isert
1isk].For what portion o the faciltes i your district has an IPM self-assessment been
completed? Your applicaton will be evalusted on whether you have complted asel ssessment
o atleast some of the schiools in your isric, noton the fndings of the elf assessment. Please
attach 2 copy of the completed checklists tothis applicaton. (it amative 500 charscters)

Certified Applicator: Aeall pesticide applications in your district performed by a certfied
applicator? Please attach proof of certification to this application.

Narrative: Please use the space below to detal any aspects of your disrict's Integrated Pest
‘Management program which you have not mentioned anywhere else in this application. (it
‘namative 500 characters)
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Related Topics: Managing Pests in Schools conactus  suare () (@) ()

School IPM Leadership Award

The U.S. Environmentsl Protection Agency's (EPA) School Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Leadership Award is presented to schools
‘and/or school dstrcts who make a nd maintain 1PM programe. The Leadership Award is
‘one of five ters of IPM awards, which the EPA presents to school distrits or individual. To find out which tier is the best it for your distict,
st

Recipients of the School IPM Leadership Award will receive:
- A“Leadership in School IPM" certifcate signed by an EPA offcial

+ Recognition on EPA'sweb site;

- Access to topical web conference calls, raining, events, and recogrition and mentoring opportunities; and
- Regular & mail updates simed st advancing your school IPM program.

Eligibility
For aschoot dstrict o recevethe NationalLeadership Award, th distict must:

+ Mest all requirements f the Great Stark Award, including compliance with sl relevant state laws;

- Form an Environmental Health/IPM Committee;

+ Provide IPM education for Custodial, Maintenance, Groundskeeper, Kichen, and Health staff members;
+ Have a writien IPM Plan n place;

- Conduct monthly inspections including insect and rodert monitoring stations:

+ Provide pesticide use records and monttoring records:

+ Store pesticides properly and noify the public when they are used;

+ Maintain rash areas and keep dumpsters atleast 0 feetfrom any school faciity;

- Use door sweeps; and

- Manage vegetation near buildings.

How to Apply
Iterested candidates should complete the application and submit v email.

- Emait
- Subject:You School Distrct’s Name} - Leadership Award Applcation

The application is a fill-in form, which will allow you (o save what you have flled in on your computer and submit it electronically
vin cmail.
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Paperwork Reduction Action Notice: The public reporting and record keeping burden for this collection is estimated to
average about 38 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. This s a
voluntary collection. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to,  collection of
information unless it displays a valid OMB Control Number. The OMB Control Number of this collection is 2070-0200.
Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including
suggestions for reducing the burden, to Director, Collection Strategies Division (Mail Code 2822T), U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington, DC 20460. Include the OMS control number in any correspondence, but do not submit
the form or report to this address. The form should be submitted in accordance with the instructions for the form,
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Guidance for Completing the Leadership Application

Clarification of the terms used in the attached application can be found at (REEHWEBSHE
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1 2 Leadership Award Application

School/School District Contact Information
Please provide all of the information sequested in the fable below. If you are submiting this
application on behalf of an organization, please provide the organization’s information rather
than your own unless indicated otherwise.

The application is a fill-in form, which will allow you to type your answers directly into the
form, save what you have filled in on your computer, and submit it electronically via e-mail.

TPM Coordinator Contact Information
School System/District Name
Name(s) of IPM Coordinator
and IPM Team Members (if
necessary, please include
an additional sheetisting all
1PM Team members)
Title
Depariment
Address
City, State, Zip Code
Telephone
Fax Number
E-mail Address

School System/District Profile

Total Number of Students

Total Number of Staff

Total Number of Faciliies in

‘Your System/District (e.g., 45
schools, 5 educational
support buildings)

‘Age Range of Al
SystemDistrict Facilies
(e.q.,5-90 years old)

Total Square Footage (f) of
All SystemDistrict Facilies
(e.g.. 1.5 million fts)

Total School District Budget
Number of School Facilfies in
‘Your School SystemDistrict
Participating in the School
JPM Program

Please review the statements in each section and check all bores that apply fo your school or
school district IPM program.
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School System/District Information Statement of
Compliance with State Law

Tcertify that [ School District i in compliance with the laws of the
State of LT actading the lows that perain fo pest management and pesticide
applcarion.

Signature Print Name Date

Your District’s Integrated Pest Management Program

Great Start Award: Has your distrit previously received the Great Start Award? Ifso, please
state when your district received the award. If not, lease briefly explain how your disrict
‘meets the requirements of the Great Startaward (infomafion on the Great Start award can be
Sound on the same website a the information for the Leadership award:

(limit narative to

500 characters)
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Environmenta! Health/IPM Committce: Please describe the sructure, membership.
responsibiliies, and activites of your school district’s Environmental HealtTPM
Committee. (limit narative to 500 characters)
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Staff Education: Please discuss the IPM education your distict provides for Custodial,
Maintenance, Groundskeeper, Kitchen, and Health staff members. Make sure to note the.
Srequency. duration. and structure of this education. If you have any documents used in this
process, please attach them to this application. (limit narative to 500 characters)
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TPM Plan: Does your disrict have a written IPM Policy? A sample IPM Plan can be found at
hitps:/wwrw: epa_govimana

‘sudance-policy-school-disrict. Please aftach a copy of your school district’s IPM Plan.
o this application.

Inspections: Does your district conduct monthly inspections including the use of insect and
rodent monitoring stations? Please explain your district’s process for carrying ot these
inspections. If you have any documents relevant for this item, such as a sample
inspection form, please attach them to this application. (it narative to 500 characters)





image18.jpg
Pesticide Use and Moritoring Records: Does your ditrict keep records of pesticide use
and of the resltsof it monfhly nspections? Please describe your district’s process for
kecping these records and. ifyour distrctdoes o, reviewing an taking action based on the
secords. Please attach 2 copy of a pesticide use record used by your disric to this
application (can be a sample form or an actually used form). (it namatie fo 500
characters)
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Pesticide Notification and Storage: Does your disrict follow the recommended procedures
for pesticide use notification and pesticide storage? Please describe how your district notifies:
the public of pesicide use and how pestiides are stored in your disrict If you have any
supporting documentation, such as a sample notification letter or posting, or photos of
‘sour pestiide storage area, please attach it to this application.

{imit narative to 500 characters)
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Trash Arecs and Dumpsters: Does your distict et th requiements fo proper
‘maintenance, sanitaton, and placement of wash areas and dumpsters If you would ik o
provide photos of trash areas and dumpsters in your disrict, please attach them to this
application. (mit nazative fo 500 characters)

Door Sweeps: Has your district installed door sveeps on esterior doors and are the door
sweeps of proper quality? Please mention, if availabl, the brand of the door sweeps your
district uses. (it narmative to 500 characters)

Vegetation near Buildings: What is your district's policy regarding vegetation near
‘bualdings? Does your district meet the given requirements for visbilty between structures
and vegetation? (Hmit namative to 500 characters)
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Narrative: Please use the space below to detail any aspects of your district's Integrated Pest
Management program which you have not mentioned anywhere else in this application.
(it namative to 500 characiers)
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Related Topics: Managing Pests in Schools contacTus - sHare () (v) (®) &

School IPM Excellence Award

The U, EmironmentalPrtection Agency's(PA) Schoolntegrted Pt Management (PH) Excellence ward s presented o school
dstncts that have mplemented axrmplary 1P programs The Excellnce Awd s one of e tes of P swards,which the EPA presents to
sehool dtrcts Tofind oot which ter s th et

school/schookpm-swards-programl

Recipients of the School IPM Excellence Award will receive:

« An*Excllnce inSchool " cetfcate sgned by an EPA ffcit

 Particpationin anin-person Awards cermany

+ Recogaitonon EPA' Web st

- Reces toopics el conference cls,rining,avents nd recogrition and mentoring opportunites; and
- Regulr e mailupdates aimed st acvancingyourschoo P program.

Eligibility
Foro school distict o eceve the Excllnce Awar, the distrct must:

- Meetall fthe requiements ofthe Leadership Avard,inclding complisncewith l eevant satelaws;

 Provetratne Health Commitise, Pestanagament P oot followthe ¥ Plan
proactvely;

« Updte the PM plan snnualy

- Provide1PM sducstion nd swsrd cetfcates to sl s ncluding tachrsand cosches;.

- Conduct fll quartery inspections;

 Keep dtaled maintennceand pest complaintrecods;

- Follow guidelines fo pestcdeslection and application;

- Execisepropersaiation ncusing proper food storage clean andsantary; tchens and cte ree classrooms and bullings:

+ Keep structuresfreeof gaps, s and fherpest ety ponts and

- Maioainth clealinss of buiding exerors
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Paperwork Reduction Action Notice: The public reporting and recorc keeping burden for this collection is estimated to
average about 22 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. This is a
voluntary collection. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a valid OMB Control Number. The OMB Control Number of this collection is 2070-0200.
‘Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including
suggestions for reducing the burden, to Director, Collection Strategies Division (Mail Code 2822T), U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington, DC 20460. Include the OMS control number in any correspondence, but do not submit
the form or report to this address. The form should be submitted in accordance with the instructions for the form.
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How to Apply

Interested candidates should complate the attached application snd submit the spplication wia & mall

- Emott ipm@epag
- Subject:You School Districts Name - Excellence Award Application

ty

The application i a fillin form, which willallow you to save what you have filled in on your computer and submit it clectroni

via e-mail.

Applications for the Excellence Award e should be submitted by November 15¢ [Date TBD]. Avardees il b selected by the following
Janusry. For specific questions concarning the sward application, please contact:

Jeneifer Lemo (Link Lemon jenrifex@cpa.gov), Team Leader, Environmental Stewardship Branch
Guidance for Completing the Excellence Application
Clarfication of the terms used in the sitached application can befound a insert websitel,

‘Contact Us to ack a question, provide feedback, o report a problem.

Discover. Connect. Ask.

Jre— Daca gov ContactEPA

EPA Administrator Inspector General Hotlines

Budger & Pesformance FOIA Requests

SR R D
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Tier 3 Excellence Award Application

School System/District Information
Please provide all of the information requested in the table below. Note: I he contact
person for thi application is not in school during the summer break; please provide
additional contact information (e.z. cell phone, alternate contacts) o allow EPA fo
contact you if necessary about your application.

‘The application is a fillin form, which will allow you to type your answers directly
into the form, save what you have filled in on your computer, and submit it
electronically via e-mai.

TP Coordinator Contact Information

‘School SystemiDistict Name:

Narme of PM Coordingtor

Tt

Department

‘Address

iy, Stis, 2p Code

Telephone:

Fax Number

E-mall Address

School SystemDistrict Profile

“Total urmber of Siugents

“Total Number of Safr

“Total Number of Facifies I Your

‘SystemiDistict (¢.g. 45 schools, S
‘educational suppor buidings)

‘Age Range of All SystemDistict Faciies.
(e9, 550 years od)

“Total Square Footags (1) of Al
‘SystemiDistict Faciltes (e.g, 15 millon
)

“Total School Disirict Budget

Number of Sehodl Faciibes i Your

‘School System/District Parbcipating in he
‘School IPM Program
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Coordination of IPM Plan, Committee, Administration, and Pest Management
Professionl. To qualify for the Excellence Award,a district must ot ony have zn M
Plan and Environmental EealthTPM Committe but also demonstrte that the Planis beng
implemented and tht the Committe i involved with th decisions of the disricts
administration and pest management professionals. Please describe horw your district’s pest
‘management professional works with yourdistric’s IPM Plan and how the Envirommental
Health TPM Committee interacts with disrict adiminisration and pest management
profesionals. (Limit namative to 1500 characers)
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191 Plan Updates: To be successful, an TPM Plan must be adaptive to changing
conditions and needs. The IPM Plan must be updated annually to meet the critera of the
Escellence Award: please describe the process by which your distict updates its PM Plan
‘Who s responsible for updating the plan? What factors are considered? (imit namative to

1500 characters)
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Staff Education: The Excellence Award requires that al staff including teachers, coaches,
‘and administratve staff. eceive IPM education and certificates (see application guide for
Specific requirements). Please describe the education your district provides to staf. If you
Bave documents used for TPM education, such as lesson plans or training modules,
please attach i to this application. (imit namative to 1500 characters)
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Full Quarterly Inspections: In addition to the monthly monitoring inspections required at
the Leadership Award level, the Excellence Award requires that your district conduct full
inspections on a quarterly basis. These full nspections should be conducted by the [PM.
‘Coordinator and at least one other member of the Commifee, accompanied by the district’s
‘pest management professional if the disfrict coniracts services from a pest management
professional. Please describe the process used in these inspections. If you have any
documents used for these inspections, please atach them to this application. (it
‘namative to 1500 characters)
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ighting and Maint Please describe how your school menitors and
records pest sightings and pest-related maintenance issues. Please attach the forms used
for pest sightings and maintenance requests to this application. (imit narative o 1500

characters)
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Pesticide Selection and Application: Please describe your district’s process for
determining when and how to use pesticides, which pesticides your district uses, and how
frequently your distict uses those pesticides. This includes any pesticides used by outside
contractors. If you have a document explaining your district's pesticide selection and
application protocl. please attach it to tis application. (imit namative to 1500
characters)
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Exterior Clutter and Harborage: Please veriy that your district controls cluter and
harborage on school grounds. Explain how your district monitors for cluter and harborage
‘and how it addresses it when it is identified. Again, it is recommended that you submit a
Silled-in checklistto support your application. (imit namatve to 1500 characters)

m
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Nerrative: Pleaseus the space below to defal any aspects of your distric's Inegrated
Pest Management program which you have not mentioned anywhere ele in tis
application (Lt narative to 1500 charactes)

n
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School IPM Sustained Excellence Award

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) School Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Sustained Excellence Award is presented to
school disticts that have been given the Excellence Award in the past and that have demonstrated the continued success and
sustainability of their IPM programs. The Sustained Excellence Awardis one offie tirs of IPM awards, which the EPA presents to school

districts or individuals. To find out which ter is the best fitfor your district, visit [https://www.epa.gov/managing-pests-schools/school-
ipm-awards-programl.

Recipients of the School IPM Sustained Excellence Award will receive:

+ A*Sustained Excellence in School IPM certificate signed by an EPA offcial;

+ Participate in an in-person awards cermony.

+ Recognition on EPA's website;

+ Access to topical webinars, trainings, events and recognition and mentoring opportunities; and
+ Regular e-mail updates aimed at advancing your school IPM program.

Eligibility
Fora school distric toreceive the Sustained Excellence Avard, thedistrict must

+ Have received the Excellence Award at least two years prior to applying for the Sustained Excellence award;
+ Presently meet all equirements for receiving the Excellence award;

+ Provide documentation of its method for making ts IPM program sustanable;

+ Provide documentation of the results its IPM program has achieved; and

+ Demonstrate how it has communicated about its IPM program both internally and externally.

How to Apply

Interested candidates should complete the attached application and submit the application by e-mail.

+ E-mail: pm@epagov
+ Subject: You School District’s Name - Sustained Excellence Avard Application

The application s a fil-
via e-mail.

form, which will allow you to save what you have filled in on your computer and subr

electronically

Applications for the Sustained Excellence Award for a given year should be submitted by November 1t [Date TBD] Awardees will be
selected by the following January. For specific questions concerning the award application, please contact:

Jennifer Lemon (Link Lemon jennifer@epa.gov), Team Leader, Environmental Stewardship Branch
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Paperwork Reduction Action Notice: The public reporting and record keeping burden for this collection is estimated to
average about 31 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. This is a
voluntary collection. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a valid OMB Control Number. The OMB Control Number of this collection is 2070-0200.
‘Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including
suggestions for reducing the burden, to Director, Collection Strategies Division (Mail Code 2822T), U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington, DC 20460. Include the OMS control number in any correspondence, but do not submit
the form or report to this address. The form should be submitted in accordance with the instructions for the form.
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Tier 4 Sustained Excellence Award Application

Schoal SystemDistrict Information
Please provide all of the nformation requested i the tabl belowe. Note: Ifthe contact
person forthis application is not n school during the summer break. plezse provide
additonal contactinformation e ., cel phone, altraate contacts) o allow EPA to
contact you if necessary about your application

‘The application is a fillin form, which will allow you to type your answers
directly into the form, save what you have filled in on your computer, and
submit it electronically via e-mail

TPW Coordinator Contact Information

"School SystemDict Name:

Warme of P Coordinaior

Tl

Department

‘Address

iy, Stais, 7ip Code.

Telephone

Fax Humber

E mail Address

School SystemDistrict Profile

“Total Number of Siudents

“Total Number of Staff.

“Total Number of Facifies I Your

‘SystemiDistict (¢.g. 45 schools, 5
‘educational support budings)

“Age Range of AllSystemDistict Faciiies.
(29,550 years od)

“Total Squars Footags (1 of Al
‘SystemiDistit Faciites (e.g, 15 millon
)

“Total Sehoo! DIstict BUdger

Nurmber of Sehodl Faciites 11 Your

‘School System/District Parbcipating in he
‘School IPM Program
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Statement of Compliance with State Law
Lcertify that School District is in compliance with the laws of the
State of| ‘cluding the laws that pertain fo pest management and

pesticide apphcation.

Signature Print Name Date
Your District’s Integrated Pest Management Program

Previous Excellence Award: When did your school distictreceive the Excellence
Avard?
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1P STAR: If your school distriet currently has certification through the IPM STAR
program, it automatically mees the criteria of the Excellence Award (it sll must
demonstate that it meets the additional criteria required by the Sustained Excellence
Award,though). If your districtis IPM STAR <erified, please attach documentation
that confirms this certification to this application.

Leadership Auward: Please affirm that your district meets the citeia to rceive the
Leadership Award. The requirements of the Leadership Award are available at this
website: ‘The TPM Plan s an especially important component of the
Leadership Award critera and is also necessary to meet the crieria ofthe Excellence
Award Please attach your district’s written TPM Plan to this application. (Limit
‘narative to 1500 characters)

narrative to 1500 characters|
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Coordination of IPM Plan, Committee, Administration, and Pest Management
Professional: To qualify for the Sustained Excellence Award, a district must not only
have an [PM Plan and Environmental Health TPM Committee but also demonstrate that
the Plan is being implemented and that the Conmitie is ivolved with the decisions of
the disrict adminisiation and pest management professionals. Please describe how
your distict's pest management professional works with your district’s IPM Plan and
how the Environmental Healta/IPM Committee interacts with district administration and
‘pest management professionals. (Limit namative to 1500 characters)
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1P Plan Updates: To be successful, an IPM Plan must be adaptive to changing
conditions and needs. The IPM Plan must be updated annually to meet the critera of the
Sustained Excellence Award; please describe the process by which your disrict updates
s PM Plan. Who s responsible for updating the plan? What factors are considered?
(Limit narative to 1500 characters)
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2 Education: The Sustained Excellence Award requires that allstaff, including
teachers, coaches, and administrative staff eceive IPM education and certificates see
application guide for specifc requirements). Please describe the education your district
provides to staff. If you have documents used for IPM education, such as lesson plans
or training modules, please attach it to this application. (Limit namative to 1500
characters)
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Full Quarterly Inspections: In addition to the monthly monitoring inspections required
atthe Leadership Award level, the Sustained Excellence Avward requires that your district
conduct fullinspections on a quartrly basis. These fullinspections should be condiucted.
by the IPM Coordinator and at leastone other member of the Commiftee, accompanied
by the disrict’s pest management professional i the disfict confTacts services from a
‘pest management professional. Please describe the process used in these inspections. If
‘ou have any documents used for these inspections, please attach them to this
application. (Limit narative to 1500 characters)
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Pest Sighting and Maintenance Records: Please describe how your school monitors
and records pest sightings and pest-related maintenance issues. Please attach the forms
‘used for pest sighrings and maintenance requests to this application. (Limit narmative
t0 1500 characters)
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Pesticide Selection and Application: Please describe your district’s process for
determining when and how to use pesticides, which pesticides your ditrictuses, and how
frequently your distict uses those pesticides. This includes any pesticides used by outside.
contractors. If you have a document explaining your district's pesticide selection and
application protocal, please attach it to this application. (Limit namative to 1500

characters)
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Food Storage, Kitchen Sanitation, and Interior Clutter: How does your distict control
food storage, sanitation, and clutter 50 as to minimize pest-conducive conditions inside
school buldings? Itis advised that you submit a filled-in checklist (of the same type
used in the Great Start Award application) to verify your district’s control of chese.
factors. In addition, please attach to this application any other documents that
might be helpful in establishing vour district’s sanitation policies and condifions.
(Limit naratve to 1500 characters)

0
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Entry Points: Please verify that your disrit's sructures are free of gaps, holes, and other
entry poins for pests. These are primarily on the exterior of buildings, lfhough interior
‘eaps should be addressed as well. Please explain the process by which your disrict
‘monitors for enfry points and addresses them when they are identified. Itis
recommended that you submit a filled-in checklist as in the previous requirement)
o verify your districts contral of structural entry points. (Limit parative to 1500
characters)

T
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Exterior Clutter and Harborage: Please verify that your district controls cluter and

harborage on school grounds. Explain how your distfict monitors for cluter and
harborage and how if addresses it when it is dentified. Again, itis recommended that
‘ou submit a filled-in checklist o support your application. (Limit samative to 1500

characters)
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Program Sustainability- Please describe your school disticts strategy and efforts to
‘make its School IPM program sustaizable. If you have a written sustainabiliy plan,
please attach i to this application.

Questions foconsider

« Since winning the Excellence Award, what steps bave you taken to put in place
policiesor procedures tht ensure your IPM plan will b sustained on a long-term
basis?

« Howhas the role of your IPM Coordinator TPM Team changed over time? Horw
have you ensurd the continued buy-n fom team members. decision-makers
taffand e communty over the years? Fow do you keep stff and others up-to-
date on your program and changes in polices or procedures related o TPM?

+ Whatseps have you taken to ensure that your IPM program maintains top-level
adminisrative support? For example, how do o engage new system.
adminisrators about IPM isues 2nd your IPM program? How have you used
adminisrators s advocates for your IPM program?

« What obsacles have you encoutered in advancing and sustaining your PM.
program? What seps have you taken o address these obstacles? How has
receiving a National Excellence Award helped you to advance your program and
address challenges?

+ How do you maintan awareness of and support for your IPM program now that it
s established (and may b “old news")? Horw hasreceiving a National Excellence
Avvard helped you to raie and sustan program awareness? (Limit namtive o
1500 charactes)

FE)
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Program Results: Please provide documentation of the resuls your district has achieved
using ifs School IPM program. Note that there are no quanfitative requiremens for
success here; the intention in asking for documented resulf s to ensure that results e
being collected. Possible ifems to document can include pest sightings, pesticide
application changes, missed school days, asthma incidents, financial benefis, o any
ofher quantities that can indicate IPM progress. Please attach your documented results
to this application. (Limit namative to 1500 characters)

1
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Program Communication: An effective commumications strategy (both infernal to the
school system and exteral o the broader community) s crifcal component of a effective,
sustainable TPM program. In this section, describe how you communicate to your school
‘community your IPM program’s goals, outcomes, and immprovements, paying particular
aftention to how your communications have changed as your program has mafwed. It is also
‘mportant to describe how you have used effecfve commumications o ensure confimed
support fo your program and whether you have provided assistance to other school systems
secking toimprove their IPM.If you have a written communication plan, please atfach
it to his application. (Limit narative to 1500 characters)
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Nerratve: Please us the space below {0 defal any aspects of your distric's Integrated
Pest Management program which you have ot mentioned anywhere ele in this
application (Limit naratve fo 1500 characters)

16
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School Integrated Pest Management Connector
Award

The UsS. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) School Integrated Pest Management (IPM) School IPM Connector Award is presented to
individusls and organizations that have contributed to the adoption and use of IPM policies i school districts at the community, state,
region, o national level. The Connector Award is one of ive evels of IPM awards which the EPA presents to school districts or individuals.

o find out which level of recognition i the best it for your district,visit [nttps:/www.<pa.gov/managing-pests-schools/schoolipm-
awards-programl.

Recipients of the School IPM Connector Award will receive:

+ A“Connector for School IPM certifcate signed by an EPA offical;

+ Participate in an in-person recognition ceremony

+ Recognition on EPA's web site;

+ Access to topical webinars, trainings, events and recognition and mentoring opportunitiesiand
+ Regular e-mail updates aimed at advancing your school IPM program.

Eligibility
Foranindividual ororganizatont eceive the Connector Award,the indvidul ororganizaion must:

+ Provide a detailed account of thei actions contributing to school IPM, with documentation of efforts to assess the results of those:
actions;

+ Describe how they communicated with relevant educational entities (schools, school districts,state boards of education, etc) to
facilitate their IPM efforts;
+ Demonstrate how their fforts il result in sustainable changes; and

+ Provide documentation of an endorsement from at least one educational entity i order to verlfy the significance of their activities.
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How to Apply

Interested candidates should complete the attached application and submit the application by e-mail.

« Emai: pm@epsgoy
+ Subject {You School Distrit's Name} - Connector Award Application

The application is a ill-in form, which will allow you to save what you have filled in on your computer and submi

electronically

Applications for the Connector Award for a given year should be submitted by November 1st [Date TBD]. Awardees will be selected by the
following January. For specific questions concerning the award application, please contact:

Jennifer Lemon (Link Lemon jennifer@epa.gov) Team Leader, Environmental Stewardship Bach

Guidance for Completing the Connector Application

Clarification of the terms used n the attached application, guidance about how to get started with IPM in your school district, and an IPM

slfassessment checkis ca be found ot (EEREWEBBEE

Contact Usto ask  question, provide feedback, or report  problem.
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Paperwork Reduction Action Notice: The public reporting and record keeping burden for this collection is estimated to
average about 14 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. This is a
voluntary collection. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a valid OMB Control Number. The OMB Control Number of this collection is 2070-0200.
‘Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including
suggestions for reducing the burden, to Director, Collection Strategies Division (Mail Code 2822T), U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington, DC 20460. Include the OMS control number in any correspondence, but do not submit
the form or report to this address. The form should be submitted in accordance with the instructions for the form.
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Tier 5 Connector Award Application

Individual/Organization Information

Please provide all of the information requested in the table below. Note: If the contact person for
this application is nof in school during the summer break, please provide additional contact
information (c.g.. cell phone, altemate confacts) fo allow EPA to contact you if necessary about

your application.

The application is a fill-in form, which will allow you to type your answers directly into the
form, save what you have filled in on your computer, and submit it electronically via e-mail.

Contact Information

Name (Individual or Organization)

Name of Key Contacts (if Organization)

Title
Department
Address

City, State, Zip Code

Telephone

E-mail Address

Contact Information of Pers

Son Providing Endorsement

Name

Title

Organization

E-mail Address
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Your Contributions to School IPM

P11 Actions: Please provide a summary of your (o your organization’s) efforts contributing to
the adoption, implementation, and/or improvement of IPM practices i the educafional setting.
(it your narmative to 3000 characters)

Page 20£6
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esus Please describe how you or your organization measured the resuls of your efforts. Note
that the nature of such results will vary widely depending on the nature of the actions taken.
Please attach any relevant resulfs to this application.

(it your narmative to 3000 characters)

Page 30f6
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munication: Please describe how you or your organizatin communicated with edcational
entites (schools, school disrics, sate boards o education, etc.) and ofher communify members
25 part o your ffors toward advancing School IPM.If you hare a written communication
pla, please atach it fo this application.

(it your narmative to 3000 characters)

Page 40£6
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Sustainabilty- Please describe how you or your organization has ensured or will ensure that the
changes resulting from your effrts will be sustained i the fufure, o how you or your
organization has maintained or will maintain your efforts n the future.If you have a written
sustainability plan, please attach it to this application.

(it your nasmative to 3000 characters)

Page 50f6
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Endorsement: Please provide documentation of an endorsement from an educational entity
imvolved with your effors that verifies the significance of your IPM actvites. This endorsement
an come from any level of the educational system, but it should match the general level of your
activiies: f your work mostly was with individual schools or districts, an endorsement could.
ome from a principal or superintendent,but if you worked on state policy issues, the
endorsement should come om 2 stae offical or enity. The endorsement should be no more
than one page single-spaced and should be placed on official leterhead. Please attach your
endorsement to this application.

Page 60£6
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