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1. Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities (e.g., establishments, State and local government units, households, or persons) in the universe covered by the collection and in the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form for the universe as a whole and for each of the strata in the proposed sample. Indicate expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection had been conducted previously, include the actual response rate achieved during the last collection.

The respondent universe will consist of participants who have voluntarily elected to pilot the EMDI program. The types of respondents may include: hospitals; home health agencies; laboratories; physicians; durable medical equipment prosthetics, orthotics and supplies suppliers; health information handlers; health information service providers; health information exchanges; document transfer vendors; interface vendors; and other healthcare organizations that are able to pilot the EMDI program.

2. Describe the procedures for the collection of information including:
· Statistical methodology for stratification and sample selection,
· Estimation procedure,
· Degree of accuracy needed for the purpose described in the justification,
· Unusual problems requiring specialized sampling procedures, and
· Any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data collection cycles to reduce burden.

The EMDI Pre and Post Pilot survey is designed to collect information/data that will help CMS, and the EMDI team determine the overall effectiveness of piloting the EMDI program, as well as assess provider’s current ability to send, and receive electronic data transfers.
Therefore, the burden associated with conducting the survey is the time and effort put forth by providers who pilot the EMDI program to answer the survey questions. We estimate it would take one survey respondent approximately 30 minutes to answer all of the questions of the survey, and submit them back to the EMDI team for review. We estimate that up to 240 participants will complete the survey per year. The total annual burden hours associated with answering the survey questions is approximately 120 hours per CY.

3. Describe methods to maximize response rates and to deal with issues of non-response. The accuracy and reliability of information collected must be shown to be adequate for intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be
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provided for any collection that will not yield 'reliable' data that can be generalized to the universe studied.

Response rates: The EMDI team will send the link to the web survey by email to each pilot participant prior to beginning the “Execution” stage of the pilot program, and once again when the participant has completed the pilot program.  Reminders to complete the survey will be sent on a weekly basis to each participant who have not yet fully completed the survey instrument. The EMDI team will send reminders until the desired response rate is achieved.

Data reliability.  Data from completed web surveys will be reviewed, and collated internally for the purpose. The use of the web mode allows sophisticated skip logic and fills within the instrument, further improving the overall reliability of the data collected.

4. Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Testing is encouraged as an effective means of refining collections of information to minimize burden and improve utility. Tests must be approved if they call for answers to identical questions from 10 or more respondents. A proposed test or set of tests may be submitted for approval separately or in combination with the main collection of information.

The EMDI Pre and Post Pilot Measures survey was tested on less than 10 pilot participants in order to streamline the survey, and minimize burden to the providers, as well as improve the survey’s content.

5. Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on statistical aspects of the design and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency.

No individuals will be consulted on statistical aspects of the design. The EMDI contractor:
Scope Info Tech 10420 Little Patuxent
Parkway Suite 550,
Columbia, MD 21044

Scope Info Tech will be responsible for actually collecting, and analyzing the information/data for CMS.
