

Supporting Statement A
30 CFR Parts 816 and 817–Permanent Program Performance Standards for 
Surface and Underground Mining Activities

OMB Control Number 1029-0047
Terms of Clearance:  None	

Introduction

We, the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE), are submitting this information collection clearance package to request renewal of our authority to collect information and require retention of records under 30 CFR Part 816-Permanent Program Performance Standards—Surface Mining Activities, and 30 CFR Part 817-Permanent Program Performance Standards—Underground Mining Activities.  OMB previously reviewed and approved this consolidated collection of information and recordkeeping and assigned it clearance number 1029-0047.

General Instructions 

A completed Supporting Statement A must accompany each request for approval of a collection of information.  The Supporting Statement must be prepared in the format described below, and must contain the information specified below.  If an item is not applicable, provide a brief explanation.  When the question “Does this Information Collection Request (ICR) contain surveys, censuses, or employ statistical methods?” is checked “Yes,” then a Supporting Statement B must be completed.  The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) reserves the right to require the submission of additional information with respect to any request for approval.

Specific Instructions

Justification

1.	Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  Identify any legal or administrative requirements that necessitate the collection.

The regulations in 30 CFR Part 816 set forth the minimum environmental protection performance standards for surface coal mining activities.  They primarily implement section 515 of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA or the Act), which sets forth performance standards for surface coal mining and reclamation operations; section 517(b)(2) of SMCRA, which sets forth water monitoring requirements; and section 517(d) of SMCRA, which requires the posting of signs and markers at the mine site.

The regulations in 30 CFR Part 817 set forth the minimum environmental protection performance standards for underground coal mining operations.  They primarily implement section 516 of SMCRA, which directs the Secretary to adopt performance standards for underground coal mines and includes additional requirements related to subsidence resulting from those operations; section 517(b)(2) of SMCRA, which sets forth water monitoring requirements; section 517(d) of SMCRA, which requires the posting of signs and markers at the mine site; and section 720 of SMCRA, which establishes requirements pertaining to replacement of certain water supplies adversely impacted by those operations and correction of subsidence-related material damage to protected structures.

2.	Indicate how, by whom, and for what purpose the information is to be used.  Except for a new collection, indicate the actual use the agency has made of the information received from the current collection.  Be specific.  If this collection is a form or a questionnaire, every question needs to be justified.

816/817.41:  The information required under 30 CFR 816/817.41 is needed and used to monitor and determine the impact of the operation on water quality and the hydrologic balance, the protection of which is one of the requirements of SMCRA.

816/817.43:  The findings that the regulatory authority must make before approving a stream-channel diversion are needed to ensure that consideration has been given to the environmental protection requirements of the Act.  Regulatory authorities rely in part upon the certification requirements of 30 CFR 816/817.43 to ensure that stream-channel diversions are designed in accordance with all applicable requirements and are constructed in accordance with approved plans to be stable and environmentally sound.

816/817.46:  These sections include a provision at 30 CFR 816/817.46(b)(3) with information collection implications.  Under that provision, a qualified registered professional engineer or qualified registered professional land surveyor must certify, upon completion of construction, that a siltation structure has been constructed as designed and approved.  Since virtually all siltation structures are impoundments, this requirement is effectively subsumed by the impoundment certification requirements of 30 CFR 816/817.49(a)(11), which has its own information collection budget.  Therefore, we are not including a separate information collection burden estimate for 30 CFR 816/817.46.

816/817.49:  The inspections and reports required under 30 CFR 816/817.49(a)(11) are intended to ensure that the impounding structure is constructed in accordance with the approved design plan and will not present a hazard to the public because of unsafe construction practices or lack of proper maintenance.  Both the operator and the regulatory authority use the information in the report to ensure the safety and stability of the impounding structure.  Without the report, monitoring the condition and safety of the impounding structure would be difficult, and persons might not be aware of changing conditions of the structure or when it may become a hazard to the health and safety of the public.

816/817.57:  Sections 816/817.57 prohibit mining activities from disturbing land within 100 feet of an intermittent or perennial stream unless the regulatory authority specifically authorizes those activities closer to or through the stream.  The regulations provide that the regulatory authority may authorize such activities only after making a finding that the activities will not adversely affect water quantity and quality or other environmental resources of the stream, among other things.  Regulatory authorities use this finding and its underlying analyses to help protect streams and related environmental resources from adverse mining-related impacts.

816/817.61(d):  The information collection requirements under 30 CFR 816.61(d) are subsumed within 30 CFR 780.13, which requires submission of a blasting plan for all surface mines that involve the use of explosives.  Therefore, the burden for preparation of a blast design for surface mines is included in the burden for 30 CFR 780.13.  There is no counterpart to 30 CFR 780.13 for underground mines.  However, we do not anticipate that any underground mines will need to prepare a blast design under 30 CFR 817.61(d).  Therefore, we are not including a burden estimate or request for 30 CFR 817.61.

816/817.62:  Section 515(b)(15)(E) of the Act imposes detailed planning, preblast survey, permitting, and record-keeping requirements on persons planning to conduct surface coal mining operations that involve the use of explosives.  The preblast survey must determine the condition of the dwelling structure and document any damage and other physical factors that could reasonably be affected by the blasting.  In addition, the assessment must include the surface conditions and readily available data about structures such as pipelines, cables, transmission lines, and wells, cisterns, and other water systems.  The regulatory authority, the operator and the owner of the structure can use the preblast survey reports to assess and compare conditions before blasting with those after blasting. In the absence of this information, there would be no way to fairly determine claims against the operator and no way for the owner to determine that blasting has or has not caused damage.  This information can be also used as evidence in litigation.  In addition to establishing a preblast record of the condition of structures, the survey opens lines of communication between the mining operator and the affected public.

816/817.64:  Section 515(b)(15)(A) of the Act requires surface coal mine operators to provide adequate advance written notice to local governments and residents who might be affected by the use of explosives by publication of the planned blasting schedule in a newspaper of general circulation in the locality, and by mailing a copy of the proposed blasting schedule to every resident living within one-half mile of the proposed permit area where blasting will occur and by providing daily notice to resident/occupiers in such areas prior to any blasting.  The regulations at 30 CFR 816.64 implement this statutory provision. Recognizing the differences between surface and underground mining, the rules at 30 CFR 817.64 did not impose the newspaper notice requirement on underground mines, although they do contain the other notice requirements.

816/817.67:  This section incorporates the requirements of Section 515(b)(15)(C) of the Act which requires that blasting at surface coal mining operations be conducted in a manner to prevent injury to persons and damage to public or private property outside the permit area.  Airblasts are airborne shock waves resulting from the detonation of explosives.  Ground vibrations are elastic waves emanating from a blast and propagating through soil and rock.  The operator must monitor both airblast and ground vibration to document adherence to the limits established by the regulatory authority.

816/817.68:    Section 515(b)(15)(B) of the Act require surface mine operators using explosives to maintain blast records for a period of at least three years.  Upon request, copies of the records must be available to the public for inspection. The regulations at 30 CFR 816/817.68 implement these statutory provisions, with recordkeeping requirements tailored to the method used to measure ground vibration.  However, mine operators collected and maintained similar information before the enactment of SMCRA.  Collection and maintenance of the information required under this section are customary business practices for insurance and legal purposes.  Therefore, we are not including the time and expense required to prepare and maintain blasting logs as part of the information collection burden for 30 CFR Parts 816 and 817.  

816/817.71:  Section 515(b)(22) of SMCRA requires that all excess spoil be placed in a manner that will assure mass stability and safety and that will be compatible with the natural drainage pattern and surrounding landforms.  The Act also requires that a qualified registered professional engineer certify the design of the spoil disposal area as being in conformance with professional standards.  The inspections, reports, and certifications required by 30 CFR 816/817.71(h) are intended to assure that the fill is constructed in accordance with the approved design plans.  The information is needed to ensure public safety and prevent environmental damage from fill failures.

816/817.81:  Sections 515(b)(13) and 516(b)(5) of SMCRA require that coal mine waste piles, embankments, and impoundments be designed and constructed in accordance with standards and criteria developed under section 515(f) of SMCRA.  Regulatory authorities rely upon the design certification requirements of 30 CFR 816/817.81 to ensure that the coal mine waste disposal facility is designed in accordance with current, prudent engineering practices and does not present a public hazard or threat to property.  

816/817.83:  Sections 515(b)(13) and 516(b)(5) of SMCRA require that coal mine waste piles, embankments, and impoundments be designed and constructed in accordance with standards and criteria developed under section 515(f) of SMCRA.  Regulatory authorities use the reports required under 30 CFR 816/817.83(d) to ensure that refuse piles are constructed as designed and in a safe and stable manner that will minimize environmental damage and threats to public safety and public and private property.

816/817.87:  Under 30 CFR 816/817.87, the operator must develop a plan for extinguishing burning coal mine waste and handling or removing burning or burned coal mine waste, when applicable.  The plan must be submitted to and approved by the regulatory authority.  However, because this is a requirement that applies only in emergency and unanticipated situations, we are not including a request for an information collection budget for 30 CFR 816/817.87.  It is not a routine or recurring event or requirement.

816/817.116:  Paragraph (a) of these sections requires that regulatory authorities establish revegetation success standards and statistically valid sampling techniques for use in determining revegetation success and make these standards and techniques available to the public.  In combination with 30 CFR 800.40, the other paragraphs of these sections require documentation of compliance with revegetation success standards before the regulatory authority may approve final bond release.  Sections 515(b)(19), 515(b)(20), and 516(b)(6) of SMCRA provide the legal basis for these regulations.  Sections 515(b)(19) and 516(b)(6) require that surface coal mining and reclamation operations establish a permanent vegetative cover that meets certain criteria on all disturbed lands.  Section 515(b)(20) specifies the length of the revegetation responsibility period, which determines in part how long and how many times the permittee must measure revegetation parameters.

817.121:  Section 516(b)(1) of SMCRA, which specifies that each permit for an underground mine must require the operator to adopt measures to prevent subsidence to the extent technologically and economically feasible.  30 CFR 817.121(c)(5) specifies that the regulatory authority must require that the operator of an underground mine obtain additional performance bond to cover the cost of correcting any subsidence damage or water supply disruption that lasts beyond 90 days.  30 CFR 817.121(g), requires that each underground mine operator submit a detailed plan of the underground workings within a schedule approved by the regulatory authority. Regulatory authorities use the detailed plans submitted under 30 CFR 817.121(g) to evaluate compliance with the subsidence control plan submitted and approved under 30 CFR 784.20.


817.122:  This section specifies that the operator of an underground mine must mail a notification to all owners and occupants of surface property and structures above the planned underground workings at least 6 months before mining.  Persons who reside or own property overlying areas of planned underground mine workings use the notice required under 30 CFR 817.122 to prepare for any potential impacts of that mining.

816/817.131:  These sections require that a person who plans to cease surface or underground mining activities on a temporary basis for more than 30 days first notify the regulatory authority.  The required information is intended to ensure that the permittee notifies the regulatory authority of the cessation and identifies the environmental monitoring and protection activities that will continue during the period of temporary cessation.

816/817.133:  Paragraph (d) of this section, which concerns variances from approximate original contour restoration requirements, includes several provisions requiring notification and consultation with other agencies, written consent from the landowner, and certification by an engineer.  However, the information collection burden for these provisions is included as part of the burden for 30 CFR 785.16, which effectively duplicates and incorporates the requirements of 30 CFR 816/817.133(d).  Therefore, we are not including a separate information collection burden request for 30 CFR 816/817.133.

816/817.151:  Section 515(b)(17) of SMCRA provides that all surface coal mining and reclamation operations must insure that the construction of access roads will control or prevent erosion and siltation, water pollution, property damage, and damage to fish and wildlife or their habitat.  Section 516(b)(10) of SMCRA provides that, with respect to the construction of new roads or the improvement or use of existing roads, underground coal mines must operate in accordance with the standards for surface coal mining operations in section 515 of the Act.  Regulatory authorities rely in part upon the construction certification requirements of 30 CFR 816/817.151 to ensure that mine roads are constructed in accordance with current, prudent engineering practices and to ensure that they do not present an environmental hazard or threat to property.

3.	Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection techniques or other forms of information technology, e.g., permitting electronic submission of responses, and the basis for the decision for adopting this means of collection.  Also describe any consideration of using information technology to reduce burden and specifically how this collection meets GPEA requirements.

We encourage, but do not require, the use of electronic information collection and submission techniques whenever appropriate and feasible.  Generally, monitoring reports and some permit applications are prepared and submitted electronically, while engineering certifications, notification letters, newspaper notices, and preblast surveys are in paper form.  We provide training, software, and technical assistance to states to promote the use of electronic information technology systems.  Approximately 75% of responses are currently received electronically.

4.	Describe efforts to identify duplication.  Show specifically why any similar information already available cannot be used or modified for use for the purposes described in Item 2 above.

The information collection requirements of 30 CFR Parts 816 and 817 do not duplicate information collection requirements under other laws and regulations.  OSMRE is the only Federal agency charged with implementation of SMCRA with respect to performance standards for surface and underground mining activities.  As required by SMCRA, our rules are structured to maximize coordination with other agencies and minimize duplication.  When appropriate, our rules reference or incorporate requirements under the Clean Water Act or Mine Safety and Health Administration requirements rather than establishing separate requirements for the same purpose.

5.	If the collection of information impacts small businesses or other small entities, describe any methods used to minimize burden.

There are no special provisions for small businesses or other small entities.  Special provisions are not appropriate because the requested information is the minimum needed to ensure or document that mining and reclamation activities are being conducted in a manner that ensures protection of public health and safety and minimizes environmental disturbances.

6.	Describe the consequence to Federal program or policy activities if the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently, as well as any technical or legal obstacles to reducing burden.

Failure to collect the information requested under 30 CFR Parts 816 and 817, or collection at less frequent intervals, would impair the ability of OSMRE and state regulatory authorities to ensure that surface and underground coal mining operations are conducted safely and in an environmentally protective manner consistent with the purposes and requirements of the Act.  Furthermore, SMCRA specifically requires submission of some of the requested information at the indicated frequency.

7.	Explain any special circumstances that would cause an information collection to be conducted in a manner:

	*	requiring respondents to report information to the agency more often than quarterly;
	*	requiring respondents to prepare a written response to a collection of information in fewer than 30 days after receipt of it;
	*	requiring respondents to submit more than an original and two copies of any document;
	*	requiring respondents to retain records, other than health, medical, government contract, grant-in-aid, or tax records, for more than three years;
	*	in connection with a statistical survey that is not designed to produce valid and reliable results that can be generalized to the universe of study;
	*	requiring the use of a statistical data classification that has not been reviewed and approved by OMB;
	*	that includes a pledge of confidentiality that is not supported by authority established in statute or regulation, that is not supported by disclosure and data security policies that are consistent with the pledge, or which unnecessarily impedes sharing of data with other agencies for compatible confidential use; or
	*	requiring respondents to submit proprietary trade secrets, or other confidential information, unless the agency can demonstrate that it has instituted procedures to protect the information's confidentiality to the extent permitted by law.

This collection of information conforms with the guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.5(d)(2); for example, 30 CFR Parts 816 and 817 do not require that collection of information be conducted in a manner that—

· requires respondents to report information to the agency more often than quarterly;

· requires respondents to prepare a written response to a collection of information in fewer than 30 days after receipt of it;

· requires respondents to submit more than an original and two copies of any document;

· requires respondents to retain records, other than health, medical, government contract, grant-in-aid, or tax records, for more than three years;

· in connection with a statistical survey, is not designed to produce valid and reliable results that can be generalized to the universe of study;

· requires the use of a statistical data classification that has not been reviewed and approved by OMB;

· includes a pledge of confidentiality that is not supported by authority established in statute or regulation, that is not supported by disclosure and data security policies that are consistent with the pledge, or which unnecessarily impedes sharing of data with other agencies for compatible confidential use; or

· requires respondents to submit proprietary trade secrets, or other confidential information unless the agency can demonstrate that it has instituted procedures to protect the information’s confidentiality to the extent permitted by law.

8.	If applicable, provide a copy and identify the date and page number of publication in the Federal Register of the agency's notice, required by 5 CFR 1320.8(d), soliciting comments on the information collection prior to submission to OMB.  Summarize public comments received in response to that notice and in response to the PRA statement associated with the collection over the past three years, and describe actions taken by the agency in response to these comments.  Specifically address comments received on cost and hour burden.

	Describe efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

	Consultation with representatives of those from whom information is to be obtained or those who must compile records should occur at least once every three years — even if the collection of information activity is the same as in prior periods.  There may be circumstances that may preclude consultation in a specific situation.  These circumstances should be explained.

We contacted the following state regulatory authorities and mining companies that prepare mining permit applications.  We supplied a concise description of the type of information collection burden imposed by 30 CFR Parts 816 and 817, the currently approved burden, and proposed wage and nonwage burden estimates, along with a request for input on the associated information collection requirements and any other comments they wished to make regarding the clarity of the rules and potential burden.

Montana Department of Environmental Quality
DEQ Coal Section
1218 E 6th Avenue, Helena, MT 59601


Colorado Department of Natural Resources
Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety
1313 Sherman Street St. 215
Denver, CO  80203

Alliance Consulting, Inc.
124 Philipot Lane
Beaver, WV  25813


Oklahoma Department of Mines
Wagoner Field Office
1102 W. Cherokee, Suite D
Wagoner, OK 74467

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
25 Technology Drive
California Technology Park
Coal Center, PA 15423


One operator suggested an increase in the hours for 816/817.67. We revised this burden accordingly from 1 hour to 1.5 hours.  Most state regulatory authorities contacted were satisfied with current burden hourly estimates.  Although invited to do so, respondents did not comment on the availability of data, the frequency of collection, and the clarity of instructions or the data elements reported.

On  October 15, 2020, OSMRE published in the Federal Register (85 FR 65422) a notice requesting comments from the public regarding the need for the collection of information, the accuracy of the burden estimate, ways to enhance the information collection, and ways to minimize the burden on respondents.  This notice gave the public 60 days in which to comment.  However, no comments were received.

9.	Explain any decision to provide any payment or gift to respondents, other than remuneration of contractors or grantees.

OSMRE provides no payments or gifts to respondents.

10.	Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for the assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

No confidential information is solicited under 30 CFR Parts 816 and 817.  However, with respect to information required under other regulations, the permit applicant has the right to request confidentiality for such information as analysis of the chemical and physical properties of the coal to be mined.  Sections 507(b)(17), 508(a)(12), and 508(b) of SMCRA require that certain types of permit application information be kept confidential. The Archeological Resources Protection Act of 1979, 16 U.S.C. § 470, requires that information on the nature and location of archeological resources on public lands and Indian lands be kept confidential.

11.	Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private.  This justification should include the reasons why the agency considers the questions necessary, the specific uses to be made of the information, the explanation to be given to persons from whom the information is requested, and any steps to be taken to obtain their consent.

There are no questions of a sensitive nature asked. 

12.	Provide estimates of the hour burden of the collection of information.  The statement should:
	*	Indicate the number of respondents, frequency of response, annual hour burden, and an explanation of how the burden was estimated.  Unless directed to do so, agencies should not conduct special surveys to obtain information on which to base hour burden estimates.  Consultation with a sample (fewer than 10) of potential respondents is desirable.  If the hour burden on respondents is expected to vary widely because of differences in activity, size, or complexity, show the range of estimated hour burden, and explain the reasons for the variance.  Generally, estimates should not include burden hours for customary and usual business practices.
	*	If this request for approval covers more than one form, provide separate hour burden estimates for each form and aggregate the hour burdens.
	*	Provide estimates of annualized cost to respondents for the hour burdens for collections of information, identifying and using appropriate wage rate categories.  The cost of contracting out or paying outside parties for information collection activities should not be included here.  Instead, this cost should be included under “Annual Cost to Federal Government.”

a.	Burden Hour Estimates for Respondents


Existing Permit Levels (2014-2020) 

	 
	2014
	2017
	2020

	Active Permits
	4,748
	4,212
	3,827

	Inactive Permits 
(in reclamation)
	1,502
	1,386
	1,284

	Total permits requiring compliance 
	6,250
	5,598
	5,111





The number of responses is directly linked to permit counts. Because the number of permits is falling it reduces total burden hours while the hours per response have remained stable. 

The following table summarizes the information collection requirements and changes to the current collection burden for 30 CFR Parts 816 and 817.

1
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INFORMATION COLLECTION SUMMARY FOR 30 CFR PARTS 816 AND 817




	Section
	Industry Responses
	Industry Hours per Response
	Total Industry Burden
	State Responses
	State Hours per Response
	Total State Burden
	Total Hours Requested
	Currently Approved Burden Hours 
	Changes to Burden Hours

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0.411
	71,984
	5
	359,920
	0
	0
	0
	359,920
	399,920
	-40,000

	0.43
	650
	31
	20,150
	325
	53
	17,225
	37,375
	41,515
	-4,140

	.49 (new)
	810
	38
	30,780
	0
	0
	0
	30,780
	34,200
	-3,420

	.49 (existing)
	15,171
	24
	364,104
	0
	0
	0
	364,104
	404,568
	-40,464

	0.57
	0
	0
	0
	1,178
	40
	47,120
	47,120
	52,360
	-5,240

	0.62
	3,375
	8
	27,000
	0
	0
	0
	27,000
	30,000
	-3,000

	0.64
	1,904
	4
	7,616
	0
	0
	0
	7,616
	8,460
	-844

	0.67
	256,973
	2
	385,460
	0
	0
	0
	385,460
	314,078
	71,382

	0.71
	6,124
	29
	177,596
	0
	0
	0
	177,596
	197,316
	-19,720

	0.81
	12
	47
	564
	0
	0
	0
	564
	611
	-47

	0.83
	4,734
	12
	56,808
	0
	0
	0
	56,808
	63,120
	-6,312

	0.116
	1,386
	107
	148,302
	2
	120
	240
	148,542
	165,020
	-16,478

	817.121
	36
	40
	1,440
	0
	0
	0
	1,440
	1,600
	-160

	817.122
	2,711
	4
	10,844
	0
	0
	0
	10,844
	12,048
	-1,204

	0.131
	152
	4
	608
	0
	0
	0
	608
	676
	-68

	0.151
	185
	34
	6,290
	0
	0
	0
	6,290
	7,004
	-714

	Totals
	366,207
	 
	1,597,482
	1,505
	 
	64,585
	1,662,067
	1,732,496
	-70,429






1. Notes: The discharge sampling, analysis, and reporting required under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) are not counted as a burden imposed by 30 CFR 816/817.41. 




b.	Estimated Annual Wage Cost to Respondents

[bookmark: _Hlk63847248]OSMRE has estimated wage costs for respondents for industry and state regulatory employees.  These wages are derived from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) at:  (http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/naics4_212100.htm for industry wages; and http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/naics4_999200.htm for state employee wages.  Benefits are included in these wage calculations using a rate of 1.4 of the salary for industry personnel, and 1.6 for state employees per the BLS news release USDL-20-2266, EMPLOYER COSTS FOR EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION—SEPTEMBER 2020, dated December 17, 2020 (http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/ecec.pdf).


Permit monitoring maintenance and new permitting reviews require several specialized positions to achieve compliance requirements. The exact level in time varies depending on specific activity.  To simplify, we estimate a single wage rate for industry drawing from a composite of job categories including administrative support, engineering technician, blaster, hydrologist, mining engineer, and operations manager support.  We estimate an average wage based on the following weighting scheme:  



Industry Wage Cost


	Position
	Hourly Rate (BLS)
	Hourly Rate with Benefits (x 1.4)
	Percent of time spent on collection
	Weighted Average per hour

	Administrative Support
	$19.61 
	$27.45 
	5%
	$1.37 

	Engineering Technician
	$29.60 
	$41.44 
	65%
	$26.94 

	Blaster
	$42.54 
	$59.56 
	5%
	$2.98 

	Hydrologist
	$42.36 
	$59.30 
	5%
	$2.97 

	Mining Engineer
	$42.54 
	$59.56 
	15%
	$8.93 

	Operations Manager
	$52.23 
	$73.12 
	5%
	$3.66 

	Total
	 
	 
	100%
	$46.84 






Using our estimated weighted-average cost and burden hours, the estimated total annual wage cost for industry is $74,826,057($46.84/hour x 1,597,482 hours).


Our state regulatory wage rate is represented by a hydrologist position, which falls mid-range within the spectrum of other staff positions. Using BLS wage rate for this position, we estimate that the wage cost is $54.21 per hour ($33,88 x 1.6) including benefits. It requires state regulatory authorities 64,585 hours annually to review and prepare findings for Parts 816 and 817. Using the above wage estimate, the total wage cost to all state regulatory authorities is $3,501,153($54.21 x 64,585 hours).

Therefore, we estimate that the annual wage cost for all respondents will be $78,327,210 ($74,826,057 for industry + $3,501,153 for state regulatory authorities.







13.	Provide an estimate of the total annual non-hour cost burden to respondents or record keepers resulting from the collection of information.  (Do not include the cost of any hour burden already reflected in item 12.)
	*	The cost estimate should be split into two components: (a) a total capital and start-up cost component (annualized over its expected useful life) and (b) a total operation and maintenance and purchase of services component.  The estimates should take into account costs associated with generating, maintaining, and disclosing or providing the information (including filing fees paid for form processing).  Include descriptions of methods used to estimate major cost factors including system and technology acquisition, expected useful life of capital equipment, the discount rate(s), and the time period over which costs will be incurred.  Capital and start-up costs include, among other items, preparations for collecting information such as purchasing computers and software; monitoring, sampling, drilling and testing equipment; and record storage facilities.
	*	If cost estimates are expected to vary widely, agencies should present ranges of cost burdens and explain the reasons for the variance.  The cost of purchasing or contracting out information collection services should be a part of this cost burden estimate.  In developing cost burden estimates, agencies may consult with a sample of respondents (fewer than 10), utilize the 60-day pre-OMB submission public comment process and use existing economic or regulatory impact analysis associated with the rulemaking containing the information collection, as appropriate.
	*	Generally, estimates should not include purchases of equipment or services, or portions thereof, made: (1) prior to October 1, 1995, (2) to achieve regulatory compliance with requirements not associated with the information collection, (3) for reasons other than to provide information or keep records for the government, or (4) as part of customary and usual business or private practices.


SUMMARY OF NON-WAGE COSTS FOR 30 CFR PARTS 816/817


	Section (816/817)
	Current Total Respondent 
	Requested Total Respondent 
	Changes to Respondent Non-Wage Costs ($)

	
	Non-Wage Costs ($)
	Non-Wage Costs ($)
	

	41
	20,235,952
	18,414,716
	-1,821,236

	43
	3,600
	3,276
	-324

	49 (new)
	30,000
	27,300
	-2,700

	49 (existing)
	1,123,800
	1,022,658
	-101,142

	57
	65,450
	59,560
	-5,890

	62
	626,250
	569,888
	-56,362

	64
	581,625
	529,279
	-52,346

	67
	1,761,795
	1,603,233
	-158,562

	71 (underground)
	2,400
	2,184
	-216

	71 (surface)
	1,358,400
	1,236,144
	-122,256

	83
	526,000
	478,660
	-47,340

	116
	423,500
	385,385
	-38,115

	121
	2,000
	1,820
	-180

	122
	9,036
	8,223
	-813

	151
	37,698
	34,305
	-3,393

	Total
	26,787,506
	24,376,631
	-2,410,875





In the previous renewal we made a substantial upward revision in costs for laboratory testing, which resulted in a three-fold increase in non-wage costs. Those testing costs were verified by respondents once again. The reduction here largely reflects the lower number of tests required to support compliance on fewer permits.   Thus, non-wage cost is reduced cost by $2,410,875.  

14.	Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.  Also, provide a description of the method used to estimate cost, which should include quantification of hours, operational expenses (such as equipment, overhead, printing, and support staff), and any other expense that would not have been incurred without this collection of information.

SUMMARY OF FEDERAL BURDEN AND COSTS


	SECTION
	 
	 
	TOTAL
	 

	
	OVERSIGHT STAFF HOURS
	FEDERAL PROGRAM
	STAFF
	TOTAL FEDERAL WAGE COSTS ($)

	
	 
	 
	HOURS
	 

	 
	 
	Responses
	Staff Hours
	Total Staff Hours
	 
	 

	816/817.41
	40
	0
	0
	0
	40
	2,693

	816/817.43
	40
	1
	5
	5
	45
	3,030

	816/817.49
	120
	0
	0
	0
	120
	8,080

	816/817.57
	40
	3
	30
	90
	130
	8,753

	816/817.62
	20
	0
	0
	0
	20
	1,347

	816/817.64
	20
	0
	0
	0
	20
	1,347

	816/817.67
	20
	0
	0
	0
	20
	1,347

	816/817.71
	40
	0
	0
	0
	40
	2,693

	816/817.81
	20
	0
	0
	0
	20
	1,347

	816/817.83
	40
	0
	0
	0
	40
	2,693

	816/817.116
	40
	0
	0
	0
	40
	2,693

	816/817.121
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	816/817.122
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	816/817.131
	20
	0
	0
	0
	20
	1,347

	816/817.151
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	TOTALS
	460
	 
	 
	95
	555
	37,368







Wage costs for OSMRE employees are calculated based on the Office of Personnel Management update wage and salaries: https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/salaries-wages/salary-tables/21Tables/html/RUS_h.aspx.  We  included a benefit factor of 1.6 for Federal employees in accordance with release USDL-20-2266, EMPLOYER COSTS FOR EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION—SEPTEMBER 2020, dated December 17, 2020 (http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/ecec.pdf).
the BLS news release. Using a GS-12/5 regulatory program specialist/hydrologist will review the applications and conduct oversight, it will cost the Federal government $67.33 per hour ($42.08/hour x1.6). Using this rate, Federal cost is $37,368($67.33/hour x 555 hours).



 
15.	Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments in hour or cost burden.

[bookmark: _Hlk63750546]The current OMB-approved information collection burden for 30 CFR 816/817 is 1,732,496 hours.  We are now requesting 1,662,035 burden hours for these sections, a decrease of 70,461 hours.  This is generally a result of an overall reduction in the number of new permit issued annually and declining level of existing permits.

	1,732,496  hours currently approved by OMB
-	   70,429  hours due to an adjustment (decrease in usage) 
	1,662,067  hours requested

The currently approved non-wage cost burden for 30 CFR 816/817 is $26,787,506.  Our request is for r $24,376,631, a decrease of $2,410,875.  This decrease is primarily due to the reduced sampling frequency required on fewer permits.  

16.	For collections of information whose results will be published, outline plans for tabulation and publication.  Address any complex analytical techniques that will be used.  Provide the time schedule for the entire project, including beginning and ending dates of the collection of information, completion of report, publication dates, and other actions.

OSMRE has no plans to publish the information collected.

17.	If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection, explain the reasons that display would be inappropriate.

OSMRE is not seeking a waiver from the requirement to display the expiration date of the OMB approval of the information collection.

18.	Explain each exception to the topics of the certification statement identified in "Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions."

There are no exceptions to the certification statement, “Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions.”
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