
Attachment 13d: Listing Of Changes in Wording For 

2019 BRFSS Field Test by Section and Module

Section/ Module Old Wording New Wording Reason for change

Adverse Childhood 
Experiences

Were your parents 
separated or divorced?
Do not read:
1 Yes
2 No 
8 Parents not married
7 Don’t Know/Not Sure
9 Refused

Before you were 18 years of 
age, during your childhood 
were your parents….?
Read:
1 Living together 
2 Living separately
3 Living together for part of 
your childhood, or
4 Other arrangements
Do not read:
7 Don’t Know
9 Refused

The old wording of 
the question was 
outdated in that it 
made assumptions 
about the 
respondents’ parents’ 
marital status.  The 
new version makes no
such assumption but 
merely seeks to 
ascertain whether the 
respondents lived 
with their parents for 
all, part or none of 
their childhood. 

Colorectal Cancer 
Screening 

A blood stool test is a test 
that may use a special kit at
home to determine 
whether the stool contains 
blood.  Have you ever had 
this test using a home kit?
How long has it been since 
you had your last blood 
stool test using a home kit?
For a sigmoidoscopy, a 
flexible tube is inserted 
into the rectum to look for 
problems. A colonoscopy is 
similar, but uses a longer 
tube, and you are usually 
given medication through a
needle in your arm to make
you sleepy and told to have
someone else drive you 
home after the test. Was 
your most recent exam a 
sigmoidoscopy or a 
colonoscopy?

How long has it been since 
you had your last 
sigmoidoscopy or 
colonoscopy?

The next questions are about 
colorectal cancer screening.
There are different stool tests 
to determine whether the 
stool contains blood.  
One stool test uses a special 
kit to obtain a small amount of
stool at home to determine 
whether the stool contains 
blood and returns the kit to 
the doctor or the lab. Have 
you ever had this test using a 
home kit?

How long has it been since 
you last had this test? 

Another stool test uses a 
special kit to obtain an entire 
bowel movement at home 
and returns the kit to a lab.  
Have you ever had this test?

How long has it been since 
you last had this test?

A sigmoidoscopy is a flexible 
tube that is inserted in the 
rectum to view the colon for 
signs of cancer or other health

The section on 
colorectal cancer 
screening was 
updated to include 
the new types of 
home tests.  In 
addition the questions
have been moved to 
provide more detail to
determine whether 
the respondents have 
met recommended 
screening guidelines.  
The new questions 
were included in the 
2018 field test, but 
were not in the 2019 
administration of the 
BRFSS (as this section 
is only offered in 
even-numbered 
years).  The questions 
were cognitively 
tested in 2018. 

Each type of test has 
one question on the 
use of the test and a 
follow-up on the last 
test date.  The 



Section/ Module Old Wording New Wording Reason for change

problems. Have you ever had 
a sigmoidoscopy?

How long has it been since 
you last had this test?

A colonoscopy is uses a longer 
tube than a sigmoidoscopy. 
You are usually given 
medication through a needle 
in your arm to make you 
sleepy and told to have 
someone else drive you home 
after the test. Have you ever 
had a colonoscopy?

How long has it been since 
you last had this test?
A virtual colonoscopy uses a 
series of X-rays to take 
pictures of inside the colon. 
Have you ever had a virtual 
colonoscopy?

How long has it been since 
you last had this test?

formats of the 
questions are the 
same for each test 
and are the same as 
those used in the past.

The result increases 
the total number of 
questions but is 
necessary in order to 
determine whether 
the recommended 
screening criteria are 
met.   


