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SUPPORTING STATEMENT

U.S. Department of Commerce

Bureau of Industry and Security

Application for NATO International Competitive Bidding
 OMB Control No. 0694-128

A.  JUSTIFICATION

1.  E  xp  lain   th  e circu  mstan  ces   th  at mak  e th  e collection   of   in  f  ormation n  ecessary.

All U.S. firms desiring to participate in the NATO International Competitive Bidding (ICB)
process under the NATO Security Investment Program (NSIP) must be certified as 
technically, financially and professionally competent. The U.S. Department of Commerce 
provides the Declaration of Eligibility that certifies these firms. Any such firm seeking 
certification is required to submit a completed Form BIS-4023P along with a current annual
financial report and a resume of past projects in order to become certified and placed on the 
Consolidated List of Eligible Bidders.

Pursuant to Section 401 (10) of Executive Order 12656 (November 18, 1988), the 
Department of Commerce is the lead agency representing the United States in industry-
related international (NATO and allied) civil emergency preparedness planning and related 
activities.  In addition, the Department’s organic authority, 15 U.S.C. Section 1512, provides 
the Department with broad authority to “foster, promote, and develop the foreign and 
domestic commerce...,” and the Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1979 provides the Department 
with general operation responsibility for major nonagricultural international trade functions 
of the United States government, including export development.  These authorities also 
authorize a broad range of trade-related activities.

2.  E      x  p      lain   h      o  w      ,   by         w      h      o  m  ,   h      ow   f      re  qu      e  n      t  ly, a  nd         f      or     w      h      at     pu      r  p      ose   t  he         i  n      f      o  r  m  a  t  ion     
w      ill   be       u      s  e  d      .  If         t  h      e     i  n      f      o  r  m  a  t  ion         c  oll  ecte  d         w      ill   be         d      iss  e  m  i  n      a  te  d         t  o   t  he         pub      lic     or     u      s  e  d     
t  o s  upp      o  r  t   i  n      f      o  r  m  a  t  ion         t  h      at     w      ill   be         d      iss  e  m  i  n      a  te  d         t  o   t  he         pub      li  c  ,   t  h      e  n         e  x  p      lain   h      ow         t  he             
c  oll  ect  ion   c  o  m  p      li  e  s   w      i  t  h         all a  pp      li  c  a  b      le     I  n      f      o  r  m  a  t  ion         Q  u      ali  t  y   G  u      i  d      e  li  n      e  s  .

Applications are submitted to the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Office of Strategic 
Industries and Economic Security, Defense Programs Division where the contents are 
reviewed for completeness and accuracy by the NATO Program Specialist.  The application 
is a one-time effort.  The information provided on the BIS-4023P form is used to certify the 
U.S. firm and place it in the bidders list database.

The Section 515 Information Quality Guidelines apply to this information collection and 
comply with all applicable information quality guidelines, i.e., OMB, Department of 
Commerce, and specific operating unit guidelines.
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3.  D  e  s  cr  i  b      e     w      h      et  h      er,         a  n      d         t  o   w      h      at   e  x  te  n      t  ,   t  h      e   c  oll  ect  ion         of         i  n      f      o  r  m  a  t  ion         i  n      volv  es         t  h      e         
u      se     of   a  u      t  o  m  a  te  d      ,   e  l  ectr  o  n      i  c,         m  ec  h      a  n      i  c  al, or     o  t  h      er     tec  hn      ologi  c  al   tec  hn      i  qu      es         or     o  t  h      er     
f      o  r  m  s of   i  n      f      o  r  m  a  t  ion         tec  hn      ology  .

BIS has developed a form-fillable .PDF version of the BIS-4023P to enable 
electronic submission of this form.   The form is available at the following URL:

http://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/other-areas/strategic-industries-and-economic-security-
sies/nato-related-business-opportunities 

  Completed applications and supporting documentation may be submitted electronically via   
e-mail.

4.  Describ  e eff  orts to id  en  tif  y dup  lication  .

There is no other information collection effort that duplicates the filing of an application for
NATO certification.

5.  If         t  h      e   c  oll  ect  ion         of         i  n      f      o  r  m  a  t  ion         i  n      volv  es         s  m  all   bu      si  n      e  ss  es         or     o  t  h      er   s  m  all   e  n      t  i  t  i  e  s,   
d      e  s  cr  i  b      e   t  he         m  et  h      o  ds         u      s  e  d         t  o   m  i  n      i  m  i  z  e     bu      r  d      e  n      .

The collection of information does not impose a significant burden on small businesses.
All firms, any size, are required to provide the same information.

6.  D  e  s  cr  i  b      e   t  h      e   c  o  n      s  e  qu      e  n      ces         t  o   t  h      e     F  e  d      er  al   p      r  og  r  am     or     p      oli  cy         a  ct  ivi  t  i  es         if         t  h      e     
c  oll  ect  ion         is   n      ot   c  o  ndu      cte  d         or     is   c  o  ndu      cte  d         l  e  ss   f      re  qu      e  n      t  ly  .

Only companies from NATO member nations can compete for NATO projects and all 
companies must be certified by their respective governments. If the collection of information 
were not conducted, the NATO Program Specialist would not be able to certify a U.S. firm’s 
eligibility. This would hinder American companies’ ability to compete for NATO 
infrastructure projects.

7.  E      x  p      lain         a  n      y s  p      ec  ial   c  i  rc  u      m  s  t  a  n      ces         t  h      at   re  qu      i  re     t  h      e   c  oll  ect  ion         t  o   b      e   c  o  ndu      cted     
in         a   m  a  nn      e  r     i  n      c  o  n      sis  te  nt         w      i  t  h         O  M  B         g  u      i  d      e  li  n      e  s  .

There are no special circumstances that require the information collection to be conducted 
in a manner inconsistent with the guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.6.

8.  P  r  ovi  d      e     a   c  o  p      y of         t  h      e     P  RA   F  e  d      er  al R  e  gis  ter     n      o  t  i  ce     t  h      at     soli  c  i  ted         pub      lic   c  o  mm  e  n      t  s on  
t  h      e   i  n      f      o  r  m  a  t  ion         c  oll  ect  ion   p      r  ior   t  o   t  h      is s  ub      m  issio  n      .    Su      mm  a  r  i  ze     t  h      e     pub      lic   c  o  mm  e  n      t  s   
rece  iv  ed   in         re  s  p      o  n      se   t  o   t  h      at     n      o  t  i  c  e     a  nd         d      e  s  cr  i  be         t  he         a  ct  io  ns       t  a  k      e  n   by       t  he         ag  e  n      c  y in     
re  s  p      o  n      se   t  o   t  h      ose   c  o  mm  e  n      t  s  .  D  e  s  cr  i  b      e   t  h      e   e  ff      o  rt  s   t  o   c  o  n      s  u      lt     w      i  t  h   p      er  so  n      s o  u      t  si  d      e   t  h      e         
ag  e  n      cy         t  o o  b      t  ain         t  h      e  ir   vi  e  w      s on         t  h      e     availa  b      ili  t  y of         d      a  t  a,   f      re  qu      e  n      c  y of         c  oll  ect  io  n      ,   t  h      e     
c  la  r  i  t  y of         i  n      s  tr  u      ct  io  ns         a  nd       rec  o  r  dk      ee  p      i  n      g,   d      is  c  los  u      re,         or   re  p      o  rt  i  n      g   f      o  r  m  at   (  if         a  n      y  )  , a  n      d     

http://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/other-areas/strategic-industries-and-economic-security-sies/nato-related-business-opportunities
http://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/other-areas/strategic-industries-and-economic-security-sies/nato-related-business-opportunities
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on         t  h      e     d      a  t  a   e  l  e  m  e  n      t  s   t  o   b      e   rec  o  r  d      e  d      ,   d      is  c  los  e  d      , or   re  p      o  rte  d      .

The notice requesting public comment was published in the Fe  d  eral   R      e  g  ist  e  r   on August 
30, 2019, (84 FR 45723).    No public comments were received.  

9.  E      x  p      lain         a  n      y   d      ec  isio  n      s   t  o   p      r  ovi  d      e     p      ay  m  e  n      t  s or     gi  f      t  s   t  o   re  s  p      o  nd      e  n      t  s, o  t  h      e  r     
t  h      an   re  m  un      er  a  t  ion         of         c  o  n      tr  a  ct  o  rs         or     g  r  a  n      tee  s  .

There are no plans to provide any payment or gift to respondents.

10.  D  e  s  cr  i  b      e     a  n      y ass  u      r  a  n      c  e     of         c  o  n      f      i  d      e  n      t  iali  t  y   p      r  ovi  d      e  d         t  o   re  s  p      o  nd      e  n      t  s a  nd         t  he         b      asis  
f      or   ass  u      r  a  n      c  e     in         s  t  a  t  u      te  ,   re  g  u      la  t  io  n      , or     ag  e  n      c  y   p      oli  c  y  .

Not applicable.

11.  P  r  ovi  d      e     a  dd      i  t  io  n      al    j  u      s  t  i  f      i  c  a  t  ion         f      or     a  n      y    qu      e  s  t  io  n      s of         a s  e  n      si  t  ive     n      a  t  u      re  , s  u      c  h         as  
s  e  x  u      al   b      e  h      avior     a  n      d         a  tt  i  t  ud      e  s,   re  ligio  u      s   b      e  li  e  f      s, a  n      d         o  t  h      er     m  a  tters         t  h      at     a  re     c  o  mm  o  n      ly  
c  o  n      si  d      ered   p      r  iva  te  .

There are no questions of a sensitive nature.

12.  Provid  e an   estimate in h  ou  rs   of   th  e bu  rd  en   of   th  e collection   of 
in  f  ormation  .

The total estimated burden of this collection is 50 hours.

It is estimated that 50 applications will be submitted each year. The average amount of time 
needed to complete and process the application is estimated to be 1 hour. The estimated 
average annual respondent labor cost for this collection of information is $45 per form/per 
hour = $2,250.

13.  P  r  ovi  d      e     an         e  s  t  i  m  a  t  e     of         t  h      e   t  o  t  al a  nnu      al   c  ost     bu      r  d      en         t  o   t  h      e   re  s  p      o  nd      e  n      t  s or     
rec  o  r  d      -   k      ee  p      ers         re  s  u      l  t  i  n      g   f      r  om     t  h      e   c  oll  ect  ion         (e  x  c  l  ud      i  n      g   t  he         val  ue         of         t  he         bu      r  d      e  n     
h      o  u      r  s in   Q  u      e  s  t  ion         12 a  b      ov  e)  .

There are no annualized costs associated with this collection of information.

14.  P  r  ovi  d      e   e  s  t  i  m  a  tes         of         a  nnu      ali  zed         c  ost   t  o   t  h      e     F  e  d      er  al gov  er  n      m  e  n      t  .

It is estimated that the annual cost to the Federal Government is approximately $2,250. This 
cost is based on an average processing time of 1 hour per application at an hourly rate of $45 
per hour. 

15.  E  xp  lain   th  e reason  s f  or an  y p  rogram ch  an  ges or ad  ju  stmen  ts.
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Increased cost of labor. 

16.  F  or   c  oll  ect  io  ns         w      h      ose   re  s  u      l  t  s   w      ill   be         pub      lis  h      e  d,         o  u      t  li  ne         t  he         p      la  ns         f      or   t  a  bu      la  t  ion     
a  nd       pub      li  c  a  t  io  n      .

There are no plans to publish this information.

17.  If         s  ee  k      i  n      g a  pp      r  oval   t  o   n      ot     d      is  p      lay   t  h      e   e  x  p      i  r  a  t  ion   d      a  t  e     f      or     O  M  B         a  pp      r  oval of     
t  h      e   i  n      f      o  r  m  a  t  ion         c  oll  ect  io  n      ,   e  x  p      lain         t  he         re  aso  ns         w      hy         d      is  p      lay   w      o  u      ld   be             
i  n      a  pp      r  o  p      r  ia  te  .

Not applicable.

18.  E      x  p      lain         e  a  ch         e  x  ce  p      t  ion         t  o   t  h      e   cert  i  f      i  c  a  t  ion         s  t  a  te  m  e  n      t  .

Not applicable.

B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

Not applicable.  Statistical methods will not be used.


