 APPENDIX 1.A:  New CPI Housing Pre-screening Letter


May 27, 2021




MEMORANDUM FOR	:	Reviewer of 1220-0163

FROM				:	Robert Cage, Assistant Commissioner
					Division of Consumer Prices and Price Indexes (DCPPI)

SUBJECT			:	Nonsubstantive change request for the 
					CPI Housing Survey (1220-0163)	

		

The CPI Housing Survey seeks OMB approval for July 2021 to use a new pre-screening letter.

The new pre-screening letter is based on the currently-approved letter, would be sent in its place, and only to a limited number of sampled addresses for likely renter-occupied properties where we do not have contact information. This letter will be used to help obtain contact information in the limited cases where our other research efforts have not been productive. The new pre-screening letter is attached.   There is no expected increase in respondent burden for this request.

As has been our past practice, but especially now, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the top priority of the CPI program is the health, safety, and well-being of all staff.  In an effort to ensure the safety of data collection staff, personal visit data collection for the CPI Housing survey has been suspended and personal visit collection burden has been reduced to zero. Data collection activities are being conducted via telephone and email. We will partner with our respondents to determine how we transition back to personal visit collection which we expect will occur on a state-specific basis.

If you have any questions about this request, please contact Robert Cage at 202-691-6959 or e-mail at Cage.Rob@bls.gov  or Tod Sirois at 202-691-6757 or e-mail at Sirois.Tod@bls.gov. 



Attachment – Housing Pre Screen Letter Rental


The only change from the original pre-screening letter is the addition of the Name, Telephone Number, and Email fields.
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United States Department of Labor
Bureau of Labor Statistics
Housing Survey

DATE

CURRENT OCCUPANT
ADDRESS
CITY/STATE/2IP CODE

Weare conductinga briefsurvey about housing in yourarea.
‘The Bureau of Labor Statistics needs your help. We are collecting a few facts to help us identify homes in
your area as owner or renter occupied. We are specificallyinterestedin collecting data for your residence.
Please complete the question below. This survey should take less than two minutes of your time.

“This house/apartmentis occupied by the: (Please checkallboxes that apply)
CoOwner  ORenter O Relative of the Landlord

T None of the above > Some arrangement exists other than owning or renting.
Please describe here:

Name Phone Number. Email

Why are we collecting thisinformation?
‘We conduct this survey to help us betteridentify rented and owned housing across the country as the first
stepin the Consumer Price Index (CPI) Housing Survey. In a later step, we collect information about the costs
of housing. This information plays a criticalrole in helping us update the CPI. The CPIis the most widely used
measure of inflation, and has many uses, including:

* The cost of living adjustments for over 50 million Social Security beneficiaries.

* The cost of lunches for millions of school children.

+ Federal income tax brackets, soyou don't pay higher taxes because of inflation.

« Paymentsin collective bargaining agreements.
Tolearn more, please visit our website: wuw. bls.£0v/cpi.

‘Youranswers will be kept confidential.
Maintaining your confidentialityis our primary concern. Information about you is not disclosed to anyone
and i used for statistical purposes only. The Bureau of Labor Statistics holds the information in confidence to
the full extent permitted by law. Our representatives carry official government 1Ds and their email addresses
always end with @bls.govwhich is the exclusive domain of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, US Department of
Labor.

‘Although your participationis voluntary, thisinformation is very important and will lead to a more accurate
CPithat directly benefits you and all of us. For more information about the legal requirement for us to keep.
your information confidential, please isit our website: https://wwiw.bls.gov/bls/confidentiality.htm
Completing this form by mail saves money. It reduces the amount of information we need to collectin
person or over the phone. If you have any questions about the survey, please call 404-555-1213 or sendan
email to michaels. michael@bls. govand reference the “BLSHousing Survey.”

Thank you for your help!
Please foldthis page and retun it in the enclosed stamped envelope.
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Confidentiality Pledge

*The Bureau of Labor Statistics, its employees, agents and partner statistical agencieswilluse the information
you provide for statistical purposes only, and will hold the information in confidence to the full extent
permitted by law. In accordance with the Confidential Information Protection and Statistical Efficiency Act (44,
U.5.C. 3572) and other applicable Federal Laws, your responses will not be disclosed in identifizble form
‘without your informed consent. Per the Federal Cybersecurity Enhancement Act of 2015, Federal information
systems are protectedfrom malicious activities through cybersecurity screening of transmitted data.

Paperwork Reduction Act Notice

‘The time needed to complete this survey is estimated tobe less than 2 minutes. If you have comments
concerning the accuracy of this time estimate or suggestions for making the survey simpler, you can write to:
Office of Prices and Living Conditions, 2 Massachusetts Ave., NE, Rm. 3655, Washington, DC 20212. The OMB
control number for this voluntary survey is 1220-0163. Without a currently valid number BLSwould not be
able to conduct this survey.




