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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE 

ANIMAL CARE 
ENVIRONMENT ENHANCEMENT PLAN (EEP) 

EVALUATION TOOL 

The EEP evaluation tool may be used as a guide to conduct a thorough assessment of the EEP. The items listed are commonly used to meet the requirements for social 
needs and opportunities to express species typical behavior.  The evaluation tool may be left with the facility operator. 

• EEP is written. • Attending Veterinarian (AV) directed the EEP.

SOCIAL NEEDS 
(9 CFR 3.81(a))

Housing 

  Group 

  Pair 

  Intermittent social contract 

  Partial social contact  

  Single: 

  Justification for single housing 

  Visual and auditory contact with conspecifics compatible 
  species is provided (9 CFR 3.81(a)(3)) 

  Other: ______________________________________________ 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
(9 CFR 3.81(c))

  Infants and young juveniles (9 CFR 3.81(c)(1)): 

  Maternal care for infants (until at least 6 months of age) 

  Social needs of early weaned infants are met 

  Appropriate social opportunities are provided to juveniles 

  NHPs exempted from the EEP are present: 

  Animals exempted from all or part of the EEP receive special 
  attention (9 CFR 3.81(c)(3) or (c)(4)) 

  Exemption is either specified as permanent or reviewed by 
  the AV every 30 days (9 CFR 3.81(e)(1)) 

  Great Apes over 110 lbs are present: 

  Provided with additional opportunities to express species 
  typical behavior (9 CFR 3.81(c)(5)) 

Special Attention Provided to Primates 
Showing Signs of Psychological Distress 

(9 CFR 3.81(c)(2)) 

  Facility staff is able to recognize abnormal behavior 

  Program for behavior assessment: 

  Abnormal behavior observed during inspection: 

  Hyper-aggressiveness 

  Stereotypy 

  Self-directed behavior  

  Alopecia 

  Abnormal posture 

 If abnormal behavior is observed: 

  Program for managing abnormal behavior 

  Program for managing abnormal behavior is assessed and 
  modified as needed 

ENVIRONMENTAL ENRICHMENT 
(9 CFR 3.81(b)) 

Structure and Substrate 
Opportunities to express species-typical postures for resting, sleeping, 
feeding, exploration and play: 

  Perches 

  Mirrors  

  Nest boxes (e.g., marmosets, tamarins, owl monkeys, aye ayes) 

  Nesting material (e.g., great apes) 

  Scent marking materials (e.g., squirrel monkeys, capuchins, 
  marmosets, tamarins, most prosimians) 

Opportunities to express species-typical locomotion: 

  Swings, ladders, ropes 

  Brachiation (great apes, lesser apes, spider monkeys, woolly 
  monkeys) (See Policy #7) 

Opportunities to make social adjustments: 

  Visual barriers 

Other opportunities: 

   _________________________________________________ 

   _________________________________________________ 

Foraging and Exploration 

Foraging Enrichment: 

  Puzzle feeders (includes cup feeders, fishing feeders, etc.) 

  Foraging boards/feeding 

  Produce requiring processing 

  Items are regularly filled 

  Supplies to fill forage devices are present 

  Program for sanitation and novelty 

Manipulanda: 

  Toys (provided to ALL animals) 

  Program for sanitation and novelty 

Varied Sensory Stimuli: 

  Variety of produce offered 

  Visual stimulation  

  Olfactory enrichment  

  Auditory enrichment 

Other Environmental Enrichment 

   _________________________________________________ 

   _________________________________________________ 



Privacy Act Notice 
Authority:  The Animal Welfare Act (AWA), 7 U.S.C. 2131 et seq., and the regulations issued thereunder, 9 CFR parts 1 through 4; and the Horse 
Protection Act (HPA), 15 U.S.C. 1821 et seq., and the regulations issued thereunder, 9 CFR parts 11 and 12. 
Purpose:  This system supports APHIS’ administrative activities and enforcement of the AWA and HPA. 
Routine Uses:   
In addition to those disclosures generally permitted under 5 U.S.C. 552a (b) of the Privacy Act, records maintained in the system may be disclosed outside 
USDA as follows:  
(1) APHIS may disclose the name, city, State, license or registration type and/or status, or change of a license or registrant to any person pursuant to 9 CFR 
2.38(c) and 2.127;   
(2)  APHIS may disclose annual reports submitted to APHIS by licensees and research facilities to any person pursuant to 9 CFR 2.7 and 2.36;  
(3)  APHIS may disclose inspection reports and other regulatory correspondence issued to licensees and registrants [from the agency] to any attending 
veterinarian in order to carry out duties under the AWA pursuant to 9 CFR 2.33 and 2.40; 
(4)  APHIS may disclose the name, telephone number and other contact information, location, inspection reports, and regulatory and other correspondence 
of licensees, registrants, permitees, and applicants for the same, to appropriate Federal, foreign, State, local, Tribal, or other public authority agencies or 
officials, in order to carry out duties under the AWA or State, local, Tribal or other public authority on the same subject pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2145(b);  
(5)  APHIS may disclose inspection reports of licensees and registrants, and permit status, to any pet store or other entity that is required under State, local, 
Tribal, or other public authority to verify a licensee, registrant, or permitee’s compliance with the AWA; 
(6)  APHIS may disclose information to the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, and any other research institution engaged or 
approved by the Department, to the extent APHIS deems the disclosure necessary to complete research and/or compile a report in furtherance of the 
Department’s mission;  
(7)  APHIS may disclose final adjudicatory AWA and HPA decisions or orders by an appropriate authority to any person; 
(8)  APHIS may disclose to any person the name, city, and State or other information to the extent necessary for proper identification of persons (referred to 
as “Designated Qualified Persons” or “DQPs”) that are or have been qualified to detect and diagnose a horse that is sore or otherwise inspect horses for 
purposes of enforcing the HPA and of horse industry organizations or associations (referred to as “HIOs”) that have currently or have had in the past DQP 
programs certified by the USDA; 
(9)  APHIS may disclose to any regulated horse owner, HIO, and other entities responsible for licensure or required to verify compliance with the HPA, HPA 
inspection findings and regulatory and other correspondence issued to persons or entities regulated under the HPA;  
(10)  APHIS may disclose to any person the name, city, and State or other information to the extent necessary for proper identification of any person or entity 
who has been disqualified, suspended, and/or otherwise prohibited from showing or exhibiting any horse, or judging or managing any horse show, horse 
exhibition, horse sale, or horse auction under the HPA and the terms of such action; 
(11)  APHIS may disclose to any person the name, city, and State or other information to the extent necessary for proper identification of any regulated 
individual or entity whose license or permit has been suspended, revoked, expired, terminated, or denied under the AWA and the terms of such action;   
(12)  APHIS may disclose to appropriate law enforcement agencies, entities, and persons, whether Federal, foreign, State, local, or Tribal, or other public 
authority responsible for enforcing, investigating, or prosecuting an alleged violation or a violation of law or charged with enforcing, implementing, or 
complying with a statute, rule, regulation, or order issued pursuant thereto, when a record in this system on its face, or in conjunction with other records, 
indicates a violation or potential violation of law, whether civil, criminal, or regulatory in nature, and whether arising by general statute or particular program 
statute, or by regulation, rule, or court order issued pursuant thereto, if the information disclosed is relevant to any enforcement, regulatory, investigative, or 
prosecutive responsibility of the receiving entity; 
(13)  APHIS may disclose to the Department of Justice when the agency, or any component thereof, or any employee of the agency in his or her official 
capacity, or any employee of the agency in his or her individual capacity where the Department of Justice has agreed to represent the employee, or the 
United States, in litigation, where the agency determines that litigation is likely to affect the agency or any of its components, is a party to litigation or has an 
interest in such litigation, and the use of such records by the Department of Justice is deemed by the agency to be relevant and necessary to the litigation; 
provided, however, that in each case, the agency determines that disclosure of the records to the Department of Justice is a use of the information contained 
in the records that is compatible with the purpose for which the records were collected; 
(14)  APHIS may disclose information in this system of records to a court or adjudicative body in administrative, civil, or criminal proceedings when: (a) The 
agency or any component thereof; or (b) any employee of the agency in his or her official capacity; or (c) any employee of the agency in his or her individual 
capacity where the agency has agreed to represent the employee; or (d) the United States Government, is a party to litigation or has an interest in such 
litigation, and by careful review, the agency determines that the records are to be for a purpose that is compatible with the purpose for which the agency 
collected the records; 
(15)  APHIS may disclose information from this system of records to appropriate agencies, entities, and persons when: (a) USDA suspects or has confirmed 
that there has been a breach of the system of records; (b) USDA has determined that as a result of the suspected or confirmed breach there is a risk of harm 
to individuals, USDA (including its information systems, programs, and operations), the Federal Government, or national security; and (c) the disclosure 
made to such agencies, entities, and persons is reasonably necessary to assist in connection with USDA’s efforts to respond to the suspected or confirmed 
compromise and prevent, minimize, or remedy such harm; 
(16)  APHIS may disclose information from this system of records to another Federal agency or Federal entity, when the USDA determines that information 
from this system of records is reasonably necessary to assist the recipient agency or entity in (a) responding to a suspected or confirmed breach or (b) 
preventing, minimizing, or remedying the risk of harm to individuals, the recipient agency or entity (including its information systems, programs, and 
operations), the Federal Government, or national security, resulting from a suspected or confirmed breach; 
(17)  APHIS may disclose information in this system of records to USDA contractors and other parties engaged to assist in administering the program, 
analyzing data, developing information management systems, processing Freedom of Information Act requests, and conducting audits.  Such contractors 
and other parties will be bound by the nondisclosure provisions of the Privacy Act; 
(18)  APHIS may disclose information in this system of records to USDA contractors, partner agency employees or contractors, or private industry employed 
to identify patterns, trends, or anomalies indicative of fraud, waste, or abuse; 
(19)  APHIS may disclose information in this system of records to a Congressional office from the record of an individual in response to any inquiry from that 
Congressional office made at the written request of the individual to whom the record pertains;  
(20)  APHIS may disclose information in this system of records to the National Archives and Records Administration or to the General Services 
Administration for records management activities conducted under 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906; and   
(21)  APHIS may disclose information in this system of records to the Treasury Department as necessary to carry out any and all functions within their 
jurisdiction, including but not limited to, processing payments, fees, collections, penalties, and offsets.    
Disclosure:  Furnishing this information is voluntary; however, failure to furnish this information may impede you’re a ability to comply with the requirements 
of the Animal Welfare Act, regulations, and standards. 




