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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
CORPS WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCING PROGRAM APPLICATION
The proponent agency is Headquarters USACE CECW.
DATA REQUIRED BY THE PRIVACY ACT OF 1974
Authority                  Pub.L. 113 - 121 5001-5035, Water Resources Reform and Development Act of 2014; Water Infrastructure Finance and
                  Innovation Act of 2014 (WIFIA, 33 U.S.C. 3901-3914).Principal Purpose         To provide USACE with information to assess the creditworthiness of both the applicant and project, identify the project’s
                  engineering and financial risk, negotiate the terms and conditions of the credit assistance, and calculate the amount of budget
                  authority that will be needed to fund the project(s).Routine Uses         Information will be shared with the USACE Corps Water Infrastructure Financing Program (CWIFP) team to review and process
                  the application.  Personally Identifiable Information will not be shared outside the USACE CWIFP team.Disclosure         Voluntary, however incomplete submissions may delay or disqualify the project.
Introduction: Applicants seeking Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) credit assistance for water resource infrastructure projects may be invited to complete an application for the CWIFP following the review of their preliminary application. Unsolicited applications will not be considered. USACE will only select eligible projects that have a high probability of proceeding to closing. USACE will use the collected information to further evaluate applicants and develop loan agreement terms, if applicable. Applicants may be asked to provide additional supporting materials or clarify details during the review and negotiation process.
 
Purpose: Applicants complete this application to provide USACE with information to assess the creditworthiness of both the applicant and project, identify the project's engineering and financial risk, negotiate the terms and conditions of the credit assistance, and calculate the amount of budget
authority that will be needed to fund the project(s).
 
Format: Responses should be on single-spaced, standard sized 8 ½” x 11” pages. The preferred font is Calibri, font size should not be smaller than 11-point and page margins should not be less than 1 inch. 
 
Selection: USACE's invitation of an applicant to submit an application for the CWIFP does not imply USACE approval or endorsement of project elements proposed in the preliminary application. However, USACE will only select those projects that have a high probability of closing. For example, USACE may require changes in the project's financial plan proposed in the preliminary application. Credit assistance is subject to a determination of creditworthiness and negotiation of a credit agreement satisfactory to USACE.
 
Submission: Applicants should submit completed applications that include all components on the application checklist. The documents must be uploaded to the USACE proposal submission system as specified in the latest Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) and CWIFP Program Guide. To be granted access to the USACE proposal submission system, the prospective borrower can request access by emailing the WIFIA Underwriter assigned to the applicant, Cc: CWIFP.portfolio@usace.army.mil, with the names and emails of all staff that need access.  Requests to upload documents must be made in advance of the deadline as outlined in the NOFA.  Upon receipt of the documents, USACE will provide a confirmation email.  If prospective borrowers have questions, please consult the CWIFP website or email CWIFP.portfolio@usace.army.mil.
 
Fees: USACE will require a non-refundable application fee for each project applying for credit assistance under the CWIFP program. The application fee will be due upon submission of the application. For projects serving low income communities, the total application fee will be $25,000. For all other applications, the total application fee will be $100,000. An application will not be considered until receipt of the non-refundable application deposit. For further information regarding the application fee, as well as the transaction processing fee which will be charged at loan closing, and any other applicable fees, please see the CWIFP program and fee rules at: https://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Infrastructure/revolutionize/CWIFP.
 
Application Fee Submittal: In accordance with the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996 (P.L. 104-134), which requires that all Federal payments, with few exceptions, be made via Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT),  the application fee should be paid via FEDWIRE or ACH/EFT. For detailed payment instructions or questions about payments, email CWIFP.portfolio@usace.army.mil. 
 
Confidential Business Information (CBI): An applicant may assert a business confidentiality claim covering part or all of the information submitted to USACE as part of its application by providing a transmittal letter along with the application describing the proprietary information and the reason why it is considered to be proprietary. The applicant may indicate the confidential information by placing (or attaching to) a cover sheet, stamped or typed legend, or other suitable form of notice employing language such as trade secret, proprietary, or company confidential. The applicant should also state whether it desires confidential treatment until a certain date or until the occurrence of a certain event. The applicant should be aware that USACE may be required to disclose the confidential materials under the Freedom of Information Act. Otherwise, information that is not accompanied by a business confidentiality claim when it is received by USACE may be made available to the public by USACE without further notice to the applicant. 
 
More information about CBI is available in the CWIFP handbook and frequently asked questions (FAQ) available at: https://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Infrastructure/revolutionize/CWIFP/ 
OMB Control No. 0710-XXXX
  Approval Expires: 
Warning: Falsification or misrepresentation of information or failure to file or report information required to be reported may be the basis for denial of financial assistance by USACE. Knowing and willful falsification of information required to be submitted and false statements to a Federal Agency may also subject you to criminal prosecution. See, for example, 18 U.S.C. §1001.
APPLICATION CHECKLIST
 
CWIFP applications must include the following:
Item
Page Limit 
I. Application Form
1
II. Certifications
2
III. Applicant Information  
10
IV. Detailed Project Information  
15
V. Operation and Maintenance Plan 
8
VI. Financing Plan  
15
Exhibit I: Applicant Background
Exhibit II: Organizational Chart
Exhibit III: Project Map
Exhibit IV: Engineer's Report(s)
Exhibit V: Operations and Maintenance Plan         
Exhibit VI: Cash Flow Pro Forma
Exhibit VII: Dedicated Source of Funds
Exhibit VIII: Projected Revenues
Exhibit IX: Financial Statements
Exhibit X: Preliminary Rating Letter
Exhibit XI: Proposed Terms and Conditions for CWIFP Assistance
Other: Non‐refundable Application Fee
I.   Application Form
II. Certifications
1.  National Environmental Policy Acy: The prospective borrower acknowledges that any project receiving credit assistance under this program must   
     comply with all provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.)
2.  American Iron and Steel: The prospective borrower acknowledges that any project receiving credit assistance under this program for the 
     construction, alteration, maintenance, or repair of a project may only use iron and steel products produced in the United States and must comply  
     with all applicable guidance.
3.  Prevailing Wages: The prospective borrower acknowledges that all laborers and mechanics employed by contractors or subcontractors on projects 
     receiving credit assistance under this program shall be paid wages at rates not less than those prevailing for the same type of work on similar 
     construction in the immediate locality, as determined by the Secretary of Labor, in accordance with Sections 3141-3144, 3146, and 3147 of Title 40 
     (Davis-Bacon wage rules). 
4.  Lobbying: Section 1352 of Title 31, United States Code provides that none of the funds appropriated by any Act of Congress may be expended by a 
     recipient of a contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement to pay any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of  
     any Federal agency, a member of Congress, or employee of Member of Congress in connection with the award or making of a Federal contract, 
     grant, loan, or cooperative agreement or the modification thereof. This provision is interpreted to include the use of appropriated funds to influence 
     or attempt to influence the selection for assistance under the CWIFP. CWIFP applicants must file a declaration: (a) with the submission of an 
     application for CWIFP credit assistance; (b) upon receipt of CWIFP credit assistance (unless the information contained in the declaration 
     accompanying the CWIFP application has not materially changed); and (c) at the end of each calendar quarter in which there occurs any event that 
     materially affects the accuracy of the information contained in any declaration previously filed in connection with the CWIFP credit assistance. The 
     undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:
    	a). No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person for influencing or  	     attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee 	     of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any 	     Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of 	     any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.
     	b). If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence 	     an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of 	     Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit 	     Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.
     	c). The undersigned shall require that the language of the certification be included in the award documents for all subawards at all tiers 	     (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify 	     and disclose accordingly. 
	d). This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or entered into.  	     Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. 	     Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than 	     $100,000 for each such failure.
5.  Debarment: The undersigned further certifies that it is not currently, nor has it been in the preceding three years: 1) debarred, suspended, or 
     declared ineligible from participating in any Federal program; 2) formally proposed for debarment, with a final determination still pending; 3) 
     voluntarily excluded from participation in a Federal transaction;, 4) indicted, convicted, or has a civil judgment rendered against it for any of the 
     offenses listed in the Regulations Governing Debarment and Suspension (Governmentwide Nonprocurement Debarment and Suspensions 
     Regulations: 2 C.F.R. Part 180 and Part 1532). 
6.  Default/Delinquency: The undersigned further certifies that neither it nor any of its subsidiaries or affiliates are currently in default or delinquent on 
     any debt or loans provided or guaranteed by the Federal Government. 
7.  Other Federal Requirements: The prospective borrower acknowledges that it must comply with all other Federal statutes and regulations, as 
     applicable. 
8.  Signature: By submitting this preliminary application, the undersigned certifies that the facts stated and the certifications and representations made 
     in this preliminary application are true, to the best of the prospective borrower's knowledge and belief after due inquiry, and that the prospective 
     borrower has not omitted any material facts. The undersigned is an authorized representative of the prospective borrower. 
III. Applicant Information
    1. Applicant Background
    2. Organizational Structure
    3. Litigation and/or Conflicts
    4. Concentration Analysis
    5. Contact Information
Role
Authorized Signatory
Name and Title
Email Address
Phone Number
CWIFP Point of Contact
Financial Advisor	
Bond Counsel
Project Manager	
Environmental Review Contact
IV. Detailed Project Information   
      3. Estimated Project Cost:
      6. Environmental Review: 
          b. If the environmental review for the project is underway or complete, complete the following table to identify the anticipated impacts and 
              mitigations. Mark a “X” in the appropriate column to identify the impacts anticipated for each resource type and, if applicable, provide a short 
              explanation of the mitigations.
Resource Type
Anticipated Impacts
No Impact
Less Than Significant Impact
Potentially Significant Impact
Mitigation
Water
Biological 
Cultural 
      2.  Dedicated Sources and Uses of Funds:
 
         a. Fill in the table on the following page or attach a comparable Sources and Uses of Funds table for the construction period. This table 
             should include the amount of all sources and uses to achieve completion of the project, including the requested CWIFP credit assistance.
             Sources should include separate line items, as applicable, for Federal grants, State grants, local grants, private investment (equity or
             debt); any other contributions, such as bond proceeds or other sources of USACE funds such as direct appropriations. For each line item,
             describe the status of the source (e.g., requested, committed, and received). If applicable, provide the expected date of application
             approval or funds received. Provide supporting documentation to evidence the status of these funds in Exhibit VII. Uses should include
             separate line items, as applicable, for development‐phase activities; construction, the acquisition of real property or an interest in real
             property acquisition of equipment; previously incurred costs; capitalized interest; and ineligible project costs (reference the CWIFP
             Program Guide for information on eligible costs). Include other uses categories as necessary.
Estimated Dollar Amount (s)
Percentage of Total (%)
Status
Expected Date of Arrival  (if applicable)
Sources Category
CWIFP Loan
Revenue Bonds
Federal Grants
Other Federal Funding
State-Appropriated Funding
Borrower Cash
Total sources
Estimated Dollar Amount (s)
Percentage of Total (%)
Notes
Uses Category
Construction
Design
Planning
Land Acquisition
Other Capital Costs
Contingency
Total Capital Costs
Ineligible costs (if applicable)
Total Uses
          b. Has Federal funding has been authorized or utilized for any project activity? If so, please explain.
VII. Key Definitions
       a.  Applicant means the entity submitting the application for CWIFP credit assistance. Only prospective borrowers that are invited to submit a
            CWIFP application and have paid the non-refundable application deposit become applicants. The following entities are eligible to receive credit
            assistance: a corporation, a partnership, a joint venture, a trust, a State, or local government, a tribal government or consortium of tribal
            governments, and a State infrastructure financing authority.
 
       b.  Credit assistance means a secured loan or loan guarantee under 33 U.S.C. § 3908.
 
       c.  Credit agreement means a contractual agreement (or agreements) between USACE  and a borrower (and the lender, if applicable)
            establishing the terms and conditions, rules, and requirements of a secured loan or loan guarantee.
 
       d.  Eligible project costs means the amounts, which are paid by, or for the account of, a borrower in connection with a project, including the cost
            of:
 
         1. Development-phase activities, including planning, feasibility analysis (including any related analysis necessary to carry out an eligible
             project), revenue forecasting, environmental review, permitting, preliminary engineering and design work, and other pre-construction
             activities.
 
         2. Construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, and replacement activities.
 
         3. Acquisition of real property or an interest in real property (including water rights, land relating to the project, and improvements to land),
             environmental mitigation, construction contingencies, and acquisition of equipment; and 
 
         4. Capitalized interest necessary to meet market requirements, reasonably required reserve funds, capital issuance expenses, and other
             carrying costs during construction. Capitalized interest on the Federal credit instrument is not an eligible project cost.
 
       e.   Federal credit instrument means a secured loan or loan guarantee authorized to be made available under 33 U.S.C. 3901-3914 with respect
             to a project.
 
       f.   Investment‐grade rating means a rating category of BBB minus, Baa3, bbb minus, BBB (low), or higher assigned by a nationally recognized
            statistical rating organization (NRSRO) to project obligations offered into the capital markets.
 
       g.  Iron and steel products means the following products made primarily of iron or steel: lined or unlined pipes and fittings, manhole covers and
            other municipal castings, hydrants, tanks, flanges, pipe clamps and restraints, valves, structural steel, reinforced precast concrete, and
            construction materials.
 
       h.  Nationally recognized statistical rating organization (NRSRO) means a credit rating agency identified and registered by the Office of Credit
            Ratings in the Securities and Exchange Commission under 15 U.S.C. 78c.
 
       i.   Water Resources Infrastructure Project or Project means:
 
         1. Any project for flood damage reduction, hurricane and storm damage reduction, environmental restoration, coastal or inland harbor
             navigation improvement, or inland and intracoastal waterways navigation improvement that the Secretary determines is technically sound,
                     economically justified, andenvironmentally acceptable, including –
 
                  a) A project to reduce flood damage;
                  b) A project to restore aquatic ecosystems;
                  c) A project to improve the inland and intracoastal waterways navigationsystem of the United States; and
                  d) A project to improve navigation of a coastal inland harbor of theUnited States, including channel deepening and construction
                      ofassociated general navigation features.
 
         2. Acquisition of real property or an interest in real property –
 
                  a) If the acquisition is integral to a project eligible for CWIFP credit assistance; or
                  b) Pursuant to an existing plan that, in the judgment of the Secretary, would mitigate the environmental impacts of water resources
                      infrastructure projects otherwise eligible for CWIFP credit assistance.
 
         3. A combination of projects secured by a common security pledge, each of which is eligible for CWIFP credit assistance, for which an
             eligible entity, or a combination of eligible entities, submits a single application.
 
       j.   Prospective borrower means an eligible entity seeking credit assistance.
 
       k.  Public entity means:
 
         1. a State, or local Governmental entity, agency, or instrumentality; or
         2. a Tribal Government or consortium of Tribal Governments.
 
       l.   Publicly sponsored means the applicant can demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Secretary, that it has consulted with the affected State,
            local or Tribal Government in which the project is located, or is otherwise affected by the project, and that such government supports the
            proposed project. Support can be shown by a certified letter signed by the approving municipal department or similar agency, mayor or other
            similar designated authority, local ordinance, or any other means by which local government approval can be evidenced.
   
       m.  Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see section 2 of Pub. L. 113–121, set out as a note under section 2201 of 33 U.S.C. §§ 3901‐
             3914.
 
       n.  State means any of the fifty states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, or any other territory or possession of the United States.
 
       o.  State infrastructure financing authority means the State entity established or designated by the Governor of a State to receive a
            capitalization grant provided by, or otherwise carry out the requirements of, title VI of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1381
            et. seq.) or section 1452 of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300j–2).
 
       p.  Term sheet means a contractual agreement between USACE and the borrower (and the lender, if applicable) that sets forth the key business
            terms and conditions of a Federal credit instrument.
 
       q.  Treatment works has the meaning given the term in section 212 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1292).
 
       r.   WIFIA means the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act of 2014, as amended.
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