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Appendix A - Letter to USFWS from the Metro Detroit Nature Network

Metro Detroit Nature Network

13 March 2017

National Coordinator

Urban Bird Treaty Program
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

On behalf of the Metro Detroit Nature Network, we are pleased to nominate Metropolitan Detroit
as an Urban Bird Treaty City. As required, attached please find a copy of our Urban Bird Treaty
Action Plan.

There are over 350 species of birds that are regularly observed and recorded in Metropolitan
Detroit area. Key avian attributes of our metropolitan region include:

It is situated at the intersection of the Atlantic and Mississippi Flyways;

Over 350 species of birds have been identified in the corridor;

30 species of waterfow! have been documented using the corridor;

More than 300,000 diving ducks use the lower Detroit River as stopover habitat during
migration;

The lower Detroit River is one of the three best places to watch raptor migrations in the
U.S., with 23 species of raptors migrating across the river;

Pointe Mouillee, Erie Marsh, and St. Clair Flats, one of the largest freshwater deltas in
the world, are important stopover points for feeding for migratory shore birds during fall
migration;

The corridor has four “Important Bird Areas™ designated by National Audubon Society:
In 2011, Ducks Unlimited identified Metropolitan Detroit as one of the top ten
metropolitan areas for waterfowl hunting in the U.S.;

Detroit River and western Lake Erie offer exceptional birding opportunities — a ByWays
to FlyWays Bird Driving Tour features 27 unique birding sites in southwest Ontario and
southeast Michigan;

This corridor has been recognized for its biodiversity in the North American Waterfowl
Management Plan, the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity, the Western
Hemispheric Shorebird Reserve Network, and the Biodiversity Investment Area Program
of Environment Canada and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency;

Humbug Marsh in Trenton and Gibraltar, Michigan has been identified as a “Wetlands of
International Importance” under the International Ramsar Convention;

The Detroit River and western Lake Erie are part of the Detroit River International
Wildlife Refuge, the only international wildlife refuge in North America,

The Detroit River is the first river in North America to receive both American Heritage
River and Canadian Heritage River designations; and
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Urban Wildlife Conservation Program goals of developing develop the next generation of
conservationists in urban areas because that is now where 80% of all U.S. citizens live.

Thank you for your consideration. Please don’t hesitate to contact us with question.

Sinceleli,

N

Executive Director
Office of Metropolitan Impact
University of Michigan-Dearborn

-@umichiedu

ml)irector

Regional Initiatives

Michigan Department of Natural Resources
(@michigan.gov

&

Ph.D.

Refuge Manager
Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
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NOTICES

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
collects information necessary to designate Urban Bird Treaty cities or municipalities, and to respond to
requests made under the Freedom of Information Act and the Privacy Act of 1974. Information requested in
this form is purely voluntary. However, submission of requested information is required in order to consider
applications for designation as an Urban Bird Treaty city. Failure to provide all requested information may be
sufficient cause for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to deny the request. According to the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor and a person is not required to respond to a
collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. OMB has approved this
collection of information and assigned Control No. 1018-####.

Estimated Burden Statement

We estimate public reporting for this collection of information to average 3 hours to 80 hours per response,
depending on activity, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.
Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including
suggestions for reducing this burden, to the Service Information Collection Clearance Officer, Division of
Policy, Performance, and Management Programs, Fish and Wildlife Service, MS: PRB (JAO/3W), 5275
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803, or via email at Info_Coll@fws.gov.
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