
Overview



I-765: Application Overview

(You are submitting an initial Form I-821 or you

Note: You may submit Form I-765 online as an (a) (12) or (c) (19) applicant only if you are:
• A national of Burma, Haiti, Syria or Venezuela, or a person without who last habitually resided in 

one of these four countries;
• Filing an initial application for TPS; and 
• Applying for an initial request to accept employment or renewing permission to accept 

employment 
All other applicants must submit a paper Form I-765.

(c)(3)(A) eligibility category:  Submit Form I-765 up to 90 days before being 
enrolled as an F-1 foreign student for one full academic year at an 
educational institution approved by U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) and Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP). Your 
period of employment will not start before you have completed one full 
academic year. If you completed the one-year requirement while in another 
valid nonimmigrant status and you are now in valid F-1 status, you are still 
eligible to apply for OPT. 

(c)(3)(B) eligibility category: Submit Form I-765  up to 90 days before, but no 
later than 60 days after your program end date. You must submit your 
application within 30 days of the date that your designated school official 
(DSO) enters the recommendation for OPT into your Student and Exchange 
Visitor Information System (SEVIS) record. If you fail to do so, we will deny 
your OPT request.

(c)(3)(C) eligibility category: Submit Form I-765 application up to 90 days 
before your current OPT expires, but you must submit within 60 days of the 
DSO's approval of STEM OPT.

Note: If you are an F-1 student filing for initial or extension of OPT, your OPT 
and your employment authorization will be automatically terminated if you 
change educational program levels or transfer to another school. Working in 
the United States without authorization may result in your removal from the 
United States or denial of re-entry. Consult your DSO for additional details.

Temporary Protected Status
(a)(12) and (c)(19) eligibility categories: Submit your application with your 
Form I-821 application or with evidence that we accepted or approved your 
initial Form I-821. Include evidence of your nationality and identity as 
required by the Form I-821 Instructions. If an EOIR Immigration Judge (EOIR 
IJ) or the Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) granted TPS and you are 
requesting your first EAD, you must submit a copy of the order that granted 
TPS with your Form I-765 (such as a copy of your Form I-821 that the EOIR IJ 
or BIA approved). You must also follow the instructions for filing your 
application as described in the most recent TPS Federal Register notice 
regarding a TPS designation, re-designation, or extension for your country.

Note: You may submit this form with Form I-821 online if you are applying 
under the (a)(12) eligibility category and applying for an initial request to 
accept employment. 



I-765: Start Application

AUTHORITIES: The information requested on this application, and the associated 
evidence, is collected under the Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 U.S.C. section 
1324a, 8 CFR 274a.12, and 8 CFR 274a.13. 



Getting Started





I-765: Getting Started – Reason for applying – If a STEM/OPT eligibility 
category was selected



I-765: Getting Started – Reason for applying – If a STEM/OPT eligibility 
category was selected



I-765: Getting Started – Basis for Eligibility – If a TPS eligibility category 
is selected



I-765: Getting Started – Reason for applying – If a TPS eligibility 
category was selected











About You

















Evidence









Please note: this evidence is conditional for eligibility category is (c)(3)(A)



Please note: this evidence is conditional for eligibility category is (c)(3)(A) or (c)(3)(B)





Please note: this evidence is conditional for eligibility category is (c)(3)(C)



Please note: this evidence is conditional for eligibility category is (c)(3)(C)



I-765: Evidence – Proof of identity and nationality – this evidence is 
required if a TPS eligibility category was selected



Additional Information







Review and submit

























Payment happens on 
pay.gov





Alerts
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