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PURPOSE

AMS values diversity and equal access to its programs and services. As such, it is helpful for us to track the impact of our
Federal grant programs on a variety of communities.

This information is voluntary. The information contained herein will only be used to assist AMS with its outreach efforts.

ORGANIZATION INFORMATION

Organization Name: Enter the Legal Name of the Organization
Employer Identification Number: Enter Organization’s EIN
Authorized Organization Representative (AOR): Enter the Name of the AOR

PROJECT BENEFICIARIES

Please indicate any specific communities on which your grant award will have a major impact:

Ethnic Groups Mark All that Apply
American Indian or Alaska Native |:|

Black or African American |:|

Asian D
Hispanic or Latino O

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific M
Islander

Farmers and Ranchers Mark All that Apply
Women Farmers or Ranchers |:|

Youth Farmers or Ranchers |:|




Beginning Farmers or Ranchers ]
Socially Disadvantaged Farmers or H
Ranchers

Rural Farmers or Ranchers |:|
Urban Farmers or Ranchers |:|
Appalachia Farmers or Ranchers ]
Certified Organic Farmers or Ranchers ]
Low Income/Low Access Communities |:|
Children ]
Youth |:|
Elderly ]
Minority-Serving Institutions ]
Rural Communities |:|
Urban Communities |:|




Promise Zones |:|

StrikeForce States D

DEFINITIONS OF ETHNIC CATEGORIES

American Indian or Alaska Native (Not Hispanic or Latino)
A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America (including Central America), and who
maintain tribal affiliation or community attachment.

Black or African American (Not Hispanic or Latino)
A person having origins in any of the Black racial groups of Africa.

Asian (Not Hispanic or Latino)
A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian Subcontinent, including, for
example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam.

Hispanic or Latino
A person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central American, or other Spanish culture or origin regardless of race.

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander (Not Hispanic or Latino)
A person having origins in any of the peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands.

DEFINITIONS OF FARMERS AND RANCHERS CATEGORIES

Youth Farmers or Ranchers
Youth farmers or ranchers between the ages of 15 and 24 years.

Beginning Farmers or Ranchers
An individual or entity that has not operated a farm or ranch for more than 10 years and substantially participates in the
operation.

Socially Disadvantaged Farmers or Ranchers

A farmer or rancher who is a member of a socially disadvantaged group. A Socially Disadvantaged Group is a group whose
members have been subject to discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable,
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or
because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program.

Rural Farmers or Ranchers

Farmers or ranchers benefitting from the project are located in nonmetropolitan (nonmetro) areas, defined on the basis of
counties. Nonmetro counties include some combination of: open countryside, rural towns (places with fewer than 2,500
people), and urban areas with populations ranging from 2,500 to 49,999 that are not part of larger labor market areas
(metropolitan areas). See ERS Rural Classification Page: http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-

classifications.aspx.

Urban Farmers and Ranchers
Farmers or Ranchers benefitting from the project are located in Urbanized Areas of 50,000 or more people or Urban Clusters
of at least 2,500 and less than 50,000 people.

Appalachia Farmers or Ranchers

Farmers or ranchers benefitting from the project are located in the Appalachian Region, defined in Appalachian Regional
Commission’s authorizing legislation, as a 205,000-square-mile region that follows the spine of the Appalachian Mountains
from southern New York to northern Mississippi. It includes all of West Virginia and parts of 12 other states: Alabama,


http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-classifications.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-classifications.aspx
http://www.arc.gov/publications/LegislationandRegulations.asp

Georgia, Kentucky, Maryland, Mississippi, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, and
Virginia. See http://www.arc.gov/counties for specific counties within the Appalachian Region.

Certified Organic Farmers or Ranchers
Farmers or ranchers operations or farms benefitting from the project are certified by a USDA accredited certifying agent. See

the USDA National Organic Program Organic Certification & Accreditation.

DEFINITIONS OF OTHER BENEFICIARIES CATEGORIES

Low Income/Low Food Access Communities
Consumers or targeted communities benefiting from the project are located in a low income /low access census tract location
as defined by one of the four major map layers on the ERS Food Access Research Atlas map

Children
Project specifically benefits persons between the ages of 1 - 14.

Youth
Persons between the ages of 15 and 24 years.

Elderly
Project specifically benefits individuals who are 60 years of age or older.

Minority-Serving Institutions (MSI)
Project benefits colleges and universities that provide educational opportunities to those who have historically faced
inequality in their access to higher education. See definition at http://nifa.usda.gov/glossary#M.

Rural Communities

Communities benefitting from the project are located in nonmetro areas, defined on the basis of counties. Nonmetro counties
include some combination of: open countryside, rural towns (places with fewer than 2,500 people), and urban areas with
populations ranging from 2,500 to 49,999 that are not part of larger labor market areas (metropolitan areas). See ERS Rural
Classification Page: http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-classifications.aspx.

Urban Communities
Communities benefitting from the project are located in Urbanized Areas of 50,000 or more people or Urban Clusters of at

least 2,500 and less than 50,000 people. See ERS Rural Classification Page: http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-
population /rural-classifications.aspx.

Promise Zones

Project is implemented in a designated Promise Zone area. For more information on current Promise Zones, visit the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development Website:

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program offices/comm planning/economicdevelopment/programs/pz. Promise
Zones is an initiative to designate a number of high-poverty urban, rural and tribal communities as Promise Zones, where the
federal government will partner with and invest in communities to create jobs, leverage private investment, increase
economic activity, expand educational opportunities, and reduce violent crime.

StrikeForce States

Project is implemented in a StrikeForce state and county. To access a list of all StrikeForce states and counties, visit
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=STRIKE FORCE. USDA’s StrikeForce for Rural Growth and
Opportunity Initiative works to address the unique set of challenges faced by many of America’s rural communities. Through
StrikeForce, USDA is leveraging resources and collaborating with partners and stakeholders to improve economic opportunity
and quality of life in these areas.


http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=STRIKE_FORCE
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/economicdevelopment/programs/pz
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-classifications.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-classifications.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-classifications.aspx
http://nifa.usda.gov/glossary#M
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-access-research-atlas/go-to-the-atlas.aspx
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateN&navID=NationalOrganicProgram&leftNav=NationalOrganicProgram&page=NOPAccreditationandCertification&description=Accreditation%20and%20Certification&acct=nopgeninfo
http://www.arc.gov/counties
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