Survey Name: Annual Retail Trade Survey (ARTS)
OMB Approval Number: 0607-0013
OMB Expiration Date: 2/29/2024

Type of Request: Non-substantive change

This non-substantive change request pertains to the 2022 Annual Retail Trade Survey (ARTS), which is
tentatively slated to be sent to select respondents (Odyssey combined reporting companies) in January
2023 and all remaining respondents in February 2023. This change impacts the two form types
associated with the survey: ARTS forms SA-44D (without merchandise lines) and SA-44T (with
merchandise lines). In the original clearance package approved by OMB for this survey (with an
expiration date of 2/29/2024), the United States Census Bureau noted, “As requested by the Bureau of
Economic Analysis (BEA), every five years, in survey years ending in “2” and “7”, ARTS requests data on
detailed operating expenses from firms. The last time ARTS collected detailed operating expenses was in
2018 for the 2017 survey year. The plan is to reinstate some of these questions in 2023 as part of the
2022 survey year ARTS data collection.” As described above, survey year 2022's data will be collected
from respondents during calendar year 2023. Consequently, the United States Census Bureau is officially
seeking OMB'’s permission to again, add the detailed operating expenses questions to SA-44D and SA-
44T.

The detailed operating expenses questions used for survey year 2022 will be the same as the ones used
for survey year 2017. Therefore, respondents will not be seeing anything different with one exception.
For survey year 2017, the set of detailed operating expenses questions included a question about
interest expense. The interest expense question will not be included for survey year 2022. The overall
burden estimates will not be affected by the inclusion of the additional detailed operating expenses
questions. The estimates provided in the most recent clearance take into account the periodic collection
of these added expenses questions.

The drafts of the two impacted form types, SA-44D and SA-44T, have been provided with this request
and below are screenshots showing how the detailed operating expenses will be presented to
respondents during survey year 2022:


https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/arts/about/bes.html

Detailed Operating Expenses

0 DETAILED OPERATING EXPENSES

A. What personnel costs were Incurred by this firm In 2022?

1. Annual payroll before deductions - Totsl snnusl Medicare
salaries and wages for all employees as reported on this irm's
IRS Form 841, Employer's Quarterly Federal Tax Return, line S{c).
Include payments to temporary employees on this firm’s payroll,
and to commissioned employees on this firm's payroll. Also Include "\
the spread on stock options that are taxable to employees as
wages. Exclude payments for contracted temporary help (report In
line A3J, and commissions pald to contractors (report in line C1). . .

2. Employer’s cost for fringe benefits - Employer's cost for legally
required programs snd programs not required by law:

Health Insurance - Insurance premlums or hospital plans,
medical plans, and single service plans such as dentsl, vision,
and prescription drugs. Include premium equlvslents for self-
Insured plans and fees paid to thirg-party aaministrators (TPAs).
Exclude employee contributions. . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..

. Penslon plans:

I. Defined contribution plans - Costs under defined
contribution plans. Include pension plans that define the
employer contributions to & separste account provided
for each employee. The employee "benefit” st retirement
depends on the amount contributed and the results of the
account’s activity. Examples Include profit sharing plans,
money purchase (e.g.. 401k, 403b) and stock bonus plans
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Il. Defined benefit pension plans - Costs for both qualified
and unquslified defined pension plans. Include pension
plans that specify the benefits to be psid to employees
upon retirement, generally elther s specific amount or a
percentsge of compensation. Employer contributions are
bssed on actusrial computstions that Include the employee’s
compenssation and years of service and are not allocsted to
specific accounts maintained for employees. . . . . . . . .

. Payroll taxes, employer pald Insurance premiums

(except health), and other employer benefits - Include
legally-required fringe benefits (e.g.. Soclal Securlty, workers'
compensation Insurance, unempioyment tax, state disabliity
Insurance programs, Medicare). Al2o Include benefits for life
Insurance, "quality of life” benefits (e.g.. childcare sssistance,
subsidized commuting), employer contributions to pre-tax
benerits not specﬂ'led above. Exclude disbursements from trusts
or funds to satisfy health Insurance claims. . . . . . . . . . . .

3. Contract temporary staff and leased employee expense -
Total costs psid to Professionsl Employer Organizstions (PEOs) and
mfnng agencies for perzonnel. Include all assoclated charges for
pavroll. benefits. and Services. . . . . . . . . . . - . 444 a e
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Q DETAILED OPERATING EXPENSES - Continued

B. What were the expensed equipment, materials, parts, and
supplies (not for resale) Incurred by this firm In 20227

1. Expensed equipment - Expensed computer hardware and other

equipment (e.g., coplers, fax machines, telepnones, shop and isb Mk XL — — 2022
equipment, CPUs, monitors). Exclude software (report in line C2J; sei | wi Thow.

leased and rented equipment (report in line c7). depreciation for N
capitalized equipment (report In line C15), caphalized equipment. . . O

2. Purchasing of packaging materials and contalners - Include
the cost of bags, boxes, wrapping, and sealing materials. Exclude

office supplies {report In line B3}, and cost of shipping to customers
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3. Purchases of other materlals, parts, and supplies (not for
resale) - Materials and supplies used In providing services to
others; materiais and parts used In repairs; office and janitorial

supplies; small tools; and motor fuels. Exclude office postage and
package dellvery expenses (reportiniineC12). . . . . . . . . .. O

C. What other operating expenses were Incurred by this firm
In 20222

1. Commission expense - Include commission pald to other firms

for sale of products owned by this firm. Exclude commission paid
to your own employees (reported In line A1). . . . . . . . .. .. D

2. Expensed purchases of software - Purchases of prepackaged, k
custom coded, of vendor customized software. Include software i3
developed or customized by others, web design, services and
purchases, licensing agreements, upgrades of software; and

maintenance fees related to software upgrades and alterstions.
Exclude deprecistion for capltalized software (report In iline €15). . [J

3. Data processing and other purchased computer services -
Include computer facliities management services, computer Input
prepsration, dats storsge, computer time rental, optical scanning
services, and other computer-reisted advice and services, Including
training. Exclude expenses for telecommunication services e.g.,
Internet connectivity, telephone, fax (report in iine C4); repair and
malntenance of computer equipment (report in line CS}J, payroll

processing (report in line C14), credit card transaction fees (report
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4. Purchased communlication services - Telephone, cellular, and

fax services; computer-relsted communications (e.g., Internet .
connectivity); and other wired snd wireless communicstion services.  []

5. Purchased repalrs and maintenance to machinery and
equipment - Include expensad repsir and maintenance services to
machinery, vehiclies, equipment, and computer hardware. Exclude

materials, parts, and supplies used for repairs and maintenance
performed by this firm’'s employees (reported In line B3). . . . . . (]

6. Purchased repalrs and malntenance to bulldings, structures,
and offices - Include repalr snd msintensnce to Integral parts
of bulidings (e.g., elevators, heating systems). Exclude materisiz,
parts, and supplies, used for repsirs snd maintenance performed by

this firm’s employees (reported In ilne B3/, purchased jsnitorial and
grounds masintenance services (reportin line C17). . . . . . . . . O

7. Lease and rental payments for machinery, equipment, and
other tangible items - Include lease and rentsl of trensportstion

equipment without operstors; and penaities Incurred for broken
leases. Exclude licensing/lessing of softwsre (reported In line C2J,
payments for caplitsl and financing lesse sgreements. . . . . . . . O

8. Lease and rental payments for land, bulidings, structures,

store space, and offices - Include penalties Iincurred for broken O
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9. Purchased electricity - Include the cost of electricity psid directly

to the utlity company. Exclude the cost of electricity within lease or

10. Purchased fuels (except motor fuels) - Include fuel for heating,

power, or genersting electricity (e.g.. nstursl gss, propane, oll, coal).
Exclude the cost of motor fuels (reported In ilne B3J; and the cost
of fuels within lease or rental psyments (reported in iine ¢8).. . . . [




Q DETAILED OPERATING EXPENSES - Continued

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Water, sewer, refuse removal, and other utllity payments -
Include the cost of hazardous waste removal. Exclude the cost of
these utliities within lease or rental payments (reported in line C8J. .

Purchased transportation, shipping. and warehousing
services - Include the cost of postage, dellivery expenses, and
packsging and contalners provided &S part of the purchased

service. Exclude the cost of shipping using this firm's vehicies or
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Purchased advertising and promotlonal services - include
marketing and public relstions services. . . . . . . . . .. .. ..

Purchased protesslonal and technical services - Include
management consuiting, accounting, suditing, bookkeeping. legal,
sctusrisl, payroll processing, srchitectursl, engineering, snd other
professional services. Exclude sslaries pald to your own employees
for these services (reportediniine A1). . . . . . . . . . . .. ..

Depreclation and amortization charges - Include deprecistion
charges taken against tangible assets owned and used by this

firm, tangible aszets and Improvements owned by this firm

within leasenoids, tangible assets obtained through capitsl lease
sgreements, and amortizstion charges against intangible sssets
(e.g.. patents, copyrights). Exclude iImpairment (reduction In value
of long-lived assets duetoreappralsals). . . . . . . . . . . .. ..

Governmental taxes and license fees - Psyments to government
agencles for taxes and licenses. Include business and property
taxes. Exclude income taxes and sales and excise taxes collected
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All other operating expenses - Include opersting expenses

not reported eisewhere, uniess excluged by the fOIIO‘W“'Ig list.
Exclude purchase of products for resale (cost of goods sold); bad
debt; transfers msade within the compsany: capitalized expenses;
Interest; Impairment; Income, sales, and excise taxes; and other
e o T e

D. TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES

Total of PA1PCc17 mustequat P. . . . . . . . .. ... ... ..
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Any questions related to this request can be directed to John “Chris” Savage
(john.c.savage@census.gov).



