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Respondent Universe and Sampling Methods

The respondent universe for this requirement is travelers and airlines carrying travelers from foreign 
countries to the United States.  

1. Procedures for the Collection of Information

A Presidential Proclamation Advancing Safe Resumption of Global Travel During the COVID-19 
Pandemic and CDC’s Amended Order Implementing Presidential Proclamation on Advancing Safe 
Resumption of Global Travel During the COVID-19 Pandemic.

The purpose of this information collection is to confirm that noncitizen nonimmigrants seeking to come 
to the United States are fully vaccinated. The Proclamation and CDC’s Amended Vaccination Order do 
not apply to U.S. citizens, U.S. nationals, U.S. lawful permanent residents, immigrants, or air crew on 
official duty. Therefore, it will only be noncitizen nonimmigrants who will have to provide proof of 
being fully vaccinated, matching identity, and attest to the truthfulness of the proof of vaccination as 
instructed by the airline before being allowed to board a flight to the United States as a public health 
prevention measure to mitigate the potential spread of COVID-19. 

Exceptions to Proof of being Fully Vaccinated

There are some noncitizen nonimmigrants who may qualify for an exception to the proof of vaccine 
requirement and will have to provide additional documentation, as well as attest to taking certain actions
after arrival in the United States. These categories include noncitizen nonimmigrants who are: 

 Under 18 years old must show date of birth on a passport or other travel documents,
 Traveling for diplomatic and official foreign government travel must have

o An approved visa classification1; or 

1 https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/order-safe-travel/technical-instructions.html#anchor_1635182999610 

https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/order-safe-travel/technical-instructions.html#anchor_1635182999610


o Traveling with an official letter, such as a letter from the U.S. government or foreign 
government. If they have been invited by the United Nations, they will need to present a 
letter of invitation from the United Nations or other documentation showing the purpose of 
such travel. 

 Participating in certain COVID-19 vaccine clinical trial must have
o Documentation they participated in a phase 3 trial of with a qualifying COVID-19 vaccine 

candidate
o Documentation they received the full series of an active (non-placebo) qualifying COVID-19

vaccine candidate or an emergency use listed vaccine, with the name of the vaccine product 
and the date(s) received (showing it has been at least 2 weeks since they completed the 
series)

 Have a medical contraindication to an accepted COVID-19 vaccine must have
o A signed and dated letter on official letterhead that contains the name, address, and phone 

number of the licensed physician who signed the letter, and that states that the passenger has 
a contraindication to receiving a COVID-19 vaccine. The name of the COVID-19 vaccine 
product and the medical condition must both be listed. 

o Must have sufficient personally identifiable information (at a minimum full name and date of
birth) to confirm that the person referenced in the letter matches with the passenger’s 
passport or other travel documents.

 Have obtained a humanitarian or emergency exception 
o must have an official U.S. Government letter (paper or digital) documenting approval of the 

exception.
 A citizen of a Foreign Country with limited COVID-19 vaccine availability

o A passport issued by a foreign country with limited COVID-19 vaccine availability; and 
o A valid nonimmigrant visa that is not a B-1 or B-2 visa.

 A member or a spouse of a member of the U.S. Armed Forces must have
o a U.S. military identification document, such as a military ID or Common Access Card 

(CAC) or a DEERS ID Card, or other proof of their status as a member of the U.S. Armed 
Forces or status as the spouse or child (under 18 years of age) of a member of the U.S. 
Armed Forces.

 A sea crew member on a C-1 or D nonimmigrant visa must have 
o the appropriate nonimmigrant visa and 
o an official letter (paper or digital) from their employer indicating that their entry to the 

United States is required for the purpose of operating a vessel that will depart from a U.S. 
seaport.

 A person whose entry is of national interest to the U.S. must have
o an official U.S. Government letter (paper or digital) documenting approval of the exception.2

2. Methods to maximize Response Rates and Deal with No Response

The proof of vaccination requirement is required if an individuals is a noncitizen nonimmigrant and 
seeks to travel by aircraft to the United States.

3. Tests of Procedures or Methods to be undertaken

2 This exception is implemented by the Secretary of State, the Secretary of Transportation, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, or their designees. 



CDC will do random compliance checks to help ensure documentation meet the requirement of the 
Order and in the event some public health action is needed at the time of arrival. CDC may also record 
information presented, such as vaccination type or status, etc. to evaluate overall program compliance 
and effectiveness. 

4. Individuals Consulted on Statistical Aspects and Individuals Collecting and/or Analyzing 
Data

No statistics will be performed however descriptive analyses may be performed for programmatic
purposes. 
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