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Naval Rendezvous: U.S. Navy, Coast Guard & Revenue Cutter Service

This project seeks volunteers to help transcribe sea ice and weather observations from the 
logbooks of military vessels that sailed Arctic seas in the 19th and 20th century. This information
is used to improve climate and sea ice data sets used by scientists every day.

To learn how to participate in this project, visit the Old Weather forum: start here.
In this project we use customized LibreOffice spreadsheets to guide the collection and 
organization of information extracted from the logbooks posted online, as in the example below. 
Some logbooks are more challenging than others. Help is available on the forum from our 
dedicated community of citizen-scientists.

Pages from the logbook of the USS Burton Island from a voyage to the Arctic in 1948. Preview 
this logbook.

Shipping Office: Sign up for Arctic whaling voyages here

This project seeks volunteers to help transcribe sea ice and weather observations from the 
logbooks of whaling ships that sailed Arctic seas from 1849 to 1912. This information is used to 
improve climate and sea ice data sets used by scientists every day.

To learn how to participate in this project, visit the Old Weather forum: start here.

https://www.oldweather.org/
https://www.oldweather.org/images/burton_island_log_page.png


In this project we use Microsoft Excel to guide the collection and organization of information 
extracted from the logbooks posted online, as in the example below. Some logbooks are more 
challenging than others. Help is available on the forum from our dedicated community of citizen-
scientists.

Pages from the logbook of the whaling steamer Mary and Helen on a voyage to the Arctic 
ground in 1879. Preview this logbook.
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Post by Caro » Tue Oct 06, 2020 6:44 am

Welcome to Old Weather!

Please register on this forum in order to take part in our projects and to post comments here.

There are Register links at the top right and bottom left of the forum's index page.

To register:

 Click the Register link.

 Read the conditions, click to agree, fill in your details, enter the confirmation code (the 

odd graphics), and click Submit.
o Your application will be acknowleged by email.

o You will receive another email when your account has been activated.

Please avoid using temporary, anonymous email accounts to register.

If you have problems with registration: using the email account that you have entered in 

your details, send a query with your chosen username (not password) in an email to 

moderatorcaro@gmail.com.



https://www.archivesfoundation.org/digitalweather/


The Origin and Evolution of Old Weather is an excellent summary of who we are and what

we do!

There are two separate projects

 Old Weather: Federal ships (formerly Old Weather: Arctic)

We transcribe logs from Navy & Coast Guard ships.

USS Sacramento and USS Yantic are examples of the logs we are doing.

More ships will be added as the current ships are completed.

We transcribe the logs using LibreOffice spreadsheets (free software).

It is easy to use even for people not familiar with spreadsheets.

For a quick video introduction watch the OWA tutorial.

For more information on this project, see the Transcribing Guide and Current ships 

and/or

send Randi a PM (Private Message). 

 Old Weather: Editing

The above two projects concentrate on transcribing the logs' weather data.

However, there is also historical information in the logs.

The goal of the Editing project is to present this information in a reader-friendly form.

Because the rules are different, Editing is somewhat hidden away to avoid confusing new

transcribers.

When transcribing, with a few exceptions, you transcribe what is in the log even if it is 

incorrect.

When editing, you edit: choosing which entries to include, correcting errors and adding 

historical context if you wish.

For more information on this project, see Join us! and/or send Caro a PM (Private 

Message).

If you have questions, feel free to post them in the forum or to contact us.

AvastMH (Joan), Bob, Caro, Michael and Randi

*** 

Old Weather
others. Help is available on the forum from our dedicated community of citizen-scientists.



Old Weather Forum - Registration

By accessing “Old Weather Forum” (hereinafter “we”, “us”, “our”, “Old Weather Forum”, 

“https://www.oldweatherforum.org”), you agree to be bound by the following terms. If you do 

not agree to be bound by all of the following terms then please do not access and/or use “Old 

Weather Forum”. We may change these at any time and we’ll do our utmost in informing you, 

though it would be prudent to review this regularly yourself as your continued usage of “Old 

Weather Forum” after changes mean you agree to be bound by these terms as they are updated 

and/or amended.

Our forums are powered by phpBB (hereinafter “they”, “them”, “their”, “phpBB software”, 

“www.phpbb.com”, “phpBB Limited”, “phpBB Teams”) which is a bulletin board solution 

released under the “GNU General Public License v2” (hereinafter “GPL”) and can be 

downloaded from www.phpbb.com. The phpBB software only facilitates internet based 

discussions; phpBB Limited is not responsible for what we allow and/or disallow as permissible 

content and/or conduct. For further information about phpBB, please see: 

https://www.phpbb.com/.

You agree not to post any abusive, obscene, vulgar, slanderous, hateful, threatening, sexually-

orientated or any other material that may violate any laws be it of your country, the country 

where “Old Weather Forum” is hosted or International Law. Doing so may lead to you being 

immediately and permanently banned, with notification of your Internet Service Provider if 

deemed required by us. The IP address of all posts are recorded to aid in enforcing these 

conditions. You agree that “Old Weather Forum” have the right to remove, edit, move or close 

any topic at any time should we see fit. As a user of this forum you agree to any information you 

have entered to being stored in a database. This information will not be disclosed to any third 

party without your consent. “Old Weather Forum” will take all reasonable precautions to 

safeguard the data associated with this forum. "Old Weather Forum" will report any known 

breaches of the forum or user registration data security here or by direct contact with affected 

users.

Old Weather Forum - Registration

Please note that you will need to enter a valid email address before your account is 
activated. The administrator will review your account and if approved you will 
receive an email at the address you specified.

Username:
Length must be between 3 characters and 20 characters.

Email address:



Password:
Must be at least 6 characters long.

Confirm password:

Language:

My timezone:
                                                                            

                                                                                                       

CONFIRMATION OF REGISTRATION

To prevent automated registrations the board requires you to enter a confirmation code. The code

is displayed in the image you should see below. If you are visually impaired or cannot otherwise 

read this code please contact the Board Administrator.

Confirmation code:

 

Information

Your account has been created. However, this board requires account activation by the 

administrator group. An email has been sent to them and you will be informed when your 

account has been activated.

Return to the index page

It is currently Wed Dec 14, 2022 4:26 pm
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POSTS

LAST POST

 How to take part in Old Weather  
Make your way to the interface and start transcribing

1Topics

1Posts
Last postRegister here to join our pro…
by Caro View the latest post
Tue Oct 06, 2020 6:44 am

 Rules and information  
House rules, how to use the forum, and how to get help

3Topics

4Posts
Last postGuide to posting links and im…
by Caro View the latest post
Sat Mar 28, 2020 11:47 am

 Old Weather news and results and related science news  
See what is happening on the project, our discoveries, and what others have discovered

38Topics

323Posts
Last postRe: Old Space Weather: sighti…
by Randi View the latest post
Thu Dec 08, 2022 1:05 am

 Zooniverse, BOINC, and other citizen science/humanities news  
Catch up on Zooniverse events and projects and learn about other crowdsourcing projects

3Topics

94Posts
Last postRe: Zooniverse
by Randi View the latest post
Tue Nov 22, 2022 8:19 pm

 Technical support  
Need some computer, internet, or forum help? Look/ask here.
For help on a specific project, see that project.

7Topics

104Posts



Last postRe: Bad links
by Randi View the latest post
Wed Nov 23, 2022 3:35 am

 SHORE LEAVE  

TOPICS

POSTS

LAST POST

 Dockside Cafe  
Home to our madcap crew of digital buccaneers
Check in here for chat, games and entertainment

27Topics

6929Posts
Last postRe: Inspirational/Good-feeling
by Randi View the latest post
Wed Dec 14, 2022 4:08 pm

 OLD WEATHER: FEDERAL SHIPS (FORMERLY OLD WEATHER: ARCTIC)  

TOPICS

POSTS

LAST POST

 Help  
Find help, ask questions, and give feedback

11Topics

279Posts
Last postRe: NARA moved the log-book t…
by pommystuart View the latest post
Tue Nov 22, 2022 12:44 am

 Shipyard  
Talk about your ship and crew, and ask ship-specific questions
Coordinate transcribing
Subforums: USS Ashuelot, USCGC Atalanta, USS Burton Island, USS Kearsarge, USS 
Lakawanna, USRC/USCGC McCulloch, USS Omaha, USCGC Onondaga, USS Sacramento, 
USS Shenandoah, USS Yantic

214Topics

2284Posts
Last postRe: Shenandoah (1872): links,…
by Randi View the latest post
Mon Dec 12, 2022 2:04 pm



 Dry Dock  
These ship-years have been completed
Subforums: Bear, Bear (ice only), Burton Island (ice only), Chelan, China station (1930-31), 
Corwin, Eastwind, Haida, USRC/USCGC Manning, Northland, Northwind, Shoshone, Staten 
Island, Storis (ice only), Storis, Thetis

206Topics

1941Posts
Last postRe: Bear -- General
by Randi View the latest post
Thu Aug 11, 2022 2:19 pm

 Preparing the Data for Science  
The science team needs help getting the observations ready for public release

1Topics

4Posts
Last postRe: Examining Logbook Pages f…
by Randi View the latest post
Thu Jun 11, 2020 7:06 pm

 OLD WEATHER: WHALING  

TOPICS

POSTS

LAST POST

 Weather and ice records from the whaling ships of the USA  
How to transcribe and record details from the ships' logs, request help, and give feedback
Moderator: arboggs

23Topics

283Posts
Last postRe: Science and facts about w…
by Michael View the latest post
Fri Oct 14, 2022 3:34 pm

 Shipyard  
Talk about your ship and crew, and ask ship-specific questions - Coordinate transcribing
Moderator: arboggs
Subforums: Alaska 1890-1891, Alfred Gibbs 1851-1854 A, Belvedere 1885-1890 ODHS 235, 
Cape Horn Pigeon, Coral 1886-1888, Emma Herriman 1890-1891, James Arnold ODHS 463, 
Hunter 1893, Lucretia 1884-1885, Lucretia 1885-1886, Narwhal 1894, Navarch 1893-1896, 
Stamboul 1892, Thrasher 1894-1895, Wm Baylies 1892-1893, William Baylies 1894-1895 PPL, 
Young Phoenix 1885

72Topics



226Posts
Last postRe: Log Pages for Transcribin…
by ronweil View the latest post
Thu Dec 01, 2022 10:24 pm

 Wintering in Hawaii  
Moderator: arboggs
Subforums: California 1894-1895 KWM, Hunter 1882-1883, John Carver 1884-1885, Lucretia 
1882-1883, Lucretia 1883-1884, Mary and Helen 1879-1880, Navarch 1892-1893

29Topics

143Posts
Last postRe: Shipyard Page. Example tr…
by AvastMH View the latest post
Sun Aug 01, 2021 10:54 am

 Dry Dock  
These ship-years have been completed
Moderator: arboggs
Subforums: Alexander 1899, Atlantic 1880-1881, Beluga 1895-1896, Beluga 1897-1899, 
Belvedere 222, Belvedere 545, California 1894-1895 PPL, Fleetwing 1881-1882, Grampus 1891,
Mary and Susan 1886-1887, Mermaid 1896, Narwhal 1892-1893, Navarch 1897, North Star 
1881-1882, Orca 1897, Thomas Pope 1884, William Baylies 1894-1895 ODHS225

70Topics

369Posts
Last postRe: Log Pages for Transcribin…
by arboggs View the latest post
Sat Nov 26, 2022 3:58 pm

 OLD WEATHER: EDITING  

TOPICS

POSTS

LAST POST

 Branch Office  
Making the logs reader-friendly
Moderator: Maikel

8Topics

136Posts
Last postRe: Join us!
by Caro View the latest post
Sun Dec 04, 2022 9:17 am

 OLD WEATHER: CLASSIC  



TOPICS

POSTS

LAST POST

 Posts from earlier transcriptions of US government ships  

10Topics

29Posts
Last postBear
by Randi View the latest post
Mon Oct 18, 2021 11:15 pm

 Posts from earlier transcriptions of Royal Navy ships  

42Topics

88Posts
Last postRe: The Battle of the Falklan…
by Caro View the latest post
Thu Aug 20, 2020 7:04 am

 LIBRARY  

TOPICS

POSTS

LAST POST

 Welcome desk  
If you are totally at sea about something you found in a log, this is the place ask about it!

6Topics

11Posts
Last postRe: Directions for keeping th…
by Randi View the latest post
Thu Jul 28, 2022 6:45 pm

 Weather, sea, and ice terminology  
Help for working out weather codes in the logs and explanations for some of the terms used

7Topics

86Posts
Last postRe: Weather, sea, and ice (pa…
by pommystuart View the latest post
Sun Dec 04, 2022 2:19 am

 Geographical help  
Tools for finding the names of towns, bays, points, islands, lighthouses and other landmarks
Moderator: Matteo



27Topics

517Posts
Last postRe: Chat
by pommystuart View the latest post
Mon Nov 21, 2022 8:37 pm

 People's names, ranks & rates, uniforms & badges  
Help for finding names and positions of officers, crew members, and other people mentioned in 
the logbooks

3Topics

7Posts
Last postRe: Additions
by Randi View the latest post
Sat Aug 20, 2022 3:44 am

 Ships' names  
Help for finding the names of ships mentioned in the logbooks

2Topics

17Posts
Last postRe: Ships' names: discussion
by Maikel View the latest post
Wed Jan 26, 2022 2:43 pm

 Nautical, military, and whaling terminology  
You will be learning a whole new vocabulary. Here you will find information and sources 
discovered by transcribers.

12Topics

57Posts
Last postRe: OWpedia: discussion
by ggordon View the latest post
Thu Mar 31, 2022 2:10 am

 Abbreviations and symbols (non-weather)  
Everything from AB to ZZ from the ships' logs

2Topics

22Posts
Last postRe: Abbreviations: discussion
by Randi View the latest post
Mon Jan 17, 2022 11:24 pm



 The voyages, the work, the people, the places  
Life and death at sea and in the Arctic

35Topics

1124Posts
Last postRe: Weather history miscellany
by Randi View the latest post
Wed Dec 14, 2022 3:42 pm

LOGIN  •  REGISTER

Username:  Password:  I forgot my password | Remember me  

WHO IS ONLINE

In total there are 7 users online :: 2 registered, 0 hidden and 5 guests (based on users active over 
the past 5 minutes)
Most users ever online was 250 on Mon Aug 29, 2022 4:02 am

STATISTICS

Total posts 19754 • Total topics 1057 • Total members 305 • Our newest member Fractalglobal
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