[bookmark: cs31d]SUPPORTING STATEMENT – PART B
[bookmark: cs32]B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS
If the collection of information employs statistical methods, the following information should be provided in this Supporting Statement:
1.  Description of the Activity
Describe the potential respondent universe and any sampling or other method used to select respondents.  Data on the number of entities covered in the collection should be provided in tabular form for the universe as a whole and for each of the strata in the proposed sample.  Indicate the expected response rates for the collection as a whole, as well as the actual response rates achieved during the last collection, if previously conducted.
There are numerous businesses that ship commodities on the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW). Given the large universe of potential survey respondents, sampling will be required; and those shipping companies identified will be provided an opportunity to complete the survey questionnaire. With the assistance of the Gulf Intracoastal Canal Association (GICA) and the Texas Department of Transportation (TXDOT), shipping companies will be notified and encouraged to respond to the survey. Surveys will be conducted by telephone and by personal interview. These companies will be selected based on primary types and volume of commodities shipped. USACE will conduct follow-up phone calls if necessary.
2.  Procedures for the Collection of Information
Describe any of the following if they are used in the collection of information:
a.  Statistical methodologies for stratification and sample selection;
b.  Estimation procedures;
c.  Degree of accuracy needed for the Purpose discussed in the justification;
d.  Unusual problems requiring specialized sampling procedures; and
e.  Use of periodic or cyclical data collections to reduce respondent burden.
There are a total number of 210 shippers identified using the GIWW between Houston and Corpus Christi between the years 2017 and 2019. Of those 210 shippers, 40 shippers were identified to each transport approximately more than 1% of the total tonnage and comprise of approximately 85% of the tonnage. These 40 shippers will be interviewed. Additionally, 10 carrier companies were also identified to transport more than 2% of the total tonnage out of a total of 42 carrier companies and comprise of approximately 85% of the total tonnage. These 10 carriers will also be interviewed.
3.  Maximization of Response Rates, Non-response, and Reliability
Discuss methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with instances of non-response.  Describe any techniques used to ensure the accuracy and reliability of responses is adequate for intended purposes.  Additionally, if the collection is based on sampling, ensure that the data can be generalized to the universe under study.  If not, provide special justification.
Sufficient response rates will be determined based on share of total tonnage represented, 3 commodities sufficiently represented, as well as the inclusion of both large and small shippers and carriers. Non-responses will be followed up with phone calls or personal interviews if necessary.

4.  Tests of Procedures
Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken.  Testing of potential respondents (9 or fewer) is encouraged as a means of refining proposed collections to reduce respondent burden, as well as to improve the collection instrument utility.  These tests check for internal consistency and the effectiveness of previous similar collection activities.
Testing of potential respondents will be based on tonnage transported, commodities handled, and size of company. The survey will include a small sample size, and a contractor will work with USACE in the implementation of the survey.
5.  Statistical Consultation and Information Analysis
a. Provide names and telephone number of individual(s) consulted on statistical aspects of the design.
Robert Needham, USACE Economist. 409-766-6338.
b. Provide name and organization of person(s) who will actually collect and analyze the collected information.
The information will be collected and analyzed by a contractor, yet to be selected.
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