Attachment A

SECTION 1

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION ACT OF 1950

AN ACT

To promote the progress of scienee: to advance the national health, prosperity, dﬂd wellare; to secure
the nationul defense; and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That this Act may be cited as the **National Science
Foundation Act of 1950.”

ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION (42 U.S.C. §1861)

SEC. 2. There is hereby established in the executive branch of the Government
an independent agency to be known as the National Science Foundation (hereinafter
referred to as the “Foundation™). The Foundation shall consist of a National Science
Board (hereinafter referred to as the *Board™) and a Director.

FUNCTIONS OF THE FOUNDATION (42 U.S.C. §1862)
SEC. 3. (a) The Foundation is authorized and directed—

(1) to initiate and support basic scientific research and programs to strengthen
scientific research potential and science education programs at all levels in the
mathematical, physical, medical, biological, engineering, social, and other sci-
ences, by making contracts or other arrangements (including grants, loans, and
other forms of assistance) to support such scientific and educational activities
and to appraise the impact of research upon industrial development and upon
the general welfare;

{2) to award, as provided in section 10, scholarships and graduate fellow-
ships in the mathematical, physical, medical, biological, engineering, social, and
other sciences;

(3] to foster the interchange of scientific information among scientists in
the United States and foreign countries;

(4) to foster and support the development and use of computer and other
scientific methods and technologies, primarily for research and educauon in the
sciences;
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(5) to evaluate the status and needs of the various sciences as evidenced by
programs, projects, and studies undertaken by agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment, by individuals, and by public and private research groups, employing by
grant or contract such consulting services as it may deem necessary for the
purpose of such evaluations; and to take into consideration the results of such
evaluations in correlating the research and educational programs undertaken or
supported by the Foundation with programs, projects, and studies undertaken
by agencies »f the Federal Government, by individuals, and by public and
private research groups; '

{6) to maintain a current register of scientific and technical personnel, and
in other ways to provide a central clearinghouse for the collection, interpreta-
tion, and analysis of data on the availability of, and the current and projected
need for, scientific and technical resources in the United States, and to provide a
source of information for policy formulation by other agencies of the Federal
Government; and ‘

{7) to initiate and maintain a program for the determination of the total
amount of money for scientific research, including money allocated for the con-
struction of the facilities wherein such research is conducted, received by each
educational institution and appropriate nonprofit organization in the United
States, by grant, contract, or other arrangement from agencies of the Federal
Government, and to report annually thereon to the President and the Congress.

(b) The Foundation is authorized to initiate and support specific scientific
activities in connection with matters relating to international cooperation, national
security, and the effects of scientific applications upon society by making contracts
or other arrangements (including grants, loans, and other forms of assistance) for the
conduct of such activities. When initiated or supported pursuant to requests made by
any other Federal department or agency, including the Office of Technology Assess-
ment, such activities shall be financed whenever feasible from funds transferred to
the Foundation by the requesting official as provided in section 14{g), and any such
activities shall be unclassified and shall be identified by the Foundation as being
undertaken at the request of the appropriate official.

{c) In addition to the authority contained in subsections (a) and (b), the Foun-
dation is authorized to initiate and support scientific research, including applied
research, at academic and other nonprofit institutions. When so directed by the
President, the Foundation is further authorized to support, through other appro-
priate organizations, applied scientific research relevant to national problems
involving the public interest. In exercising the authority contained in this subsection,
the Foundation may employ by grant or contract such consulting services as it deems
necessary, and shall coordinate and correlate its activities with respect to any such
problem with other agencies of the Federal Government undertaking similar pro-
grams in that field. .

(d) The Board and the Director shall recommend and encourage the pursuit of
national policies for the promotion of basic research and education in the sciences.

{e) In exercising the authority and discharging the functions referred to in the
foregoing subsections, it shall be an objective of the Foundation to strengthen research
and education in the sciences, including independent research by individuals, throughout




