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Formula Grant EASIE Electronic Application System for Indian Education

April 2024
Response to Public Comments
[bookmark: _Toc104007339]The U.S. Department of Education (ED) solicited comments on a proposed revision of the Office of Indian Education (OIE) Formula Grant Electronic Application System for Indian Education (EASIE) Annual Performance Review (APR), an existing information collection, in a notice published in the Federal Register on 01/29/2024 (89 FR 5517). ED received a total of one (1) public comment submission related to the following topic: SEA requested to require local educations agencies (LEAs) to submit their final APRs to State education agencies (SEAs). OIE provided a specific substantive response included below. OIE described and responded to that comment below.
Background:
The purpose of the Indian Education Formula Grant to Local Agencies, as authorized under section 6116 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) is to assist grantees to provide Indian students with the opportunity to meet the same challenging state standards as all other students and meet the unique educational and culturally related academic needs of Indian students. The Indian Education Formula Grant (Assistance Listing Number 84.060A), is neither competitive nor discretionary and requires the annual submission of the application from either a LEA, Tribe, Indian organization, or Indian community-based organization. The amount of the award for each applicant is determined by a formula based on the reported number of Indian students identified in the application, the state per pupil expenditure, and the total appropriation available. The OIE of The Department of Education (ED) collects annual performance data within the same system that collects the annual application. The application and the annual performance report are both housed in the OMB MAX/USDA CONNECT.gov Survey. Clearance was granted for the EASIE APR (EASIE Part III) in a revised information collection by OIE. This is a request for revision of this collection. We have removed the fax number fields from this collection. In addition, we propose revisions that will clarify instructions and improve usability.

public comments and responses
1. [bookmark: _Hlk54264206]SEA Submission
Comments:
One commenter requested to require LEAs to submit final APR to SEA. 
Response:
[bookmark: _Hlk54345107]When a LEA seeks a grant from the Indian Education Formula Grants program, the LEA is required to submit its application to its State educational agency (SEA) before it submits the application to the U.S. Department of Education. This is a requirement of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), which is the federal law that directs the Department’s implementation of the Indian Education Formula Grants program. (ESEA § 6119, 20 U.S.C. 7429.) There is no similar requirement in the Federal statute that a LEA submit its Annual Performance Report (APRs) to its SEA. A LEA would still be bound by any State or local laws that would require the LEA to submit its APR to its SEA.
Regarding your suggestion to update the APR to require each LEA to submit its APR to the SEA, we decline to make this change. Such a requirement would be better instituted by the SEA through a State law or policy, which could take into consideration State-specific factors related to the SEA’s existing monitoring and data collection protocols. 
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