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Smoke Ready Communities Interview Survey Guide #1 with Smoke Team Members 
Table 1: Survey #1

This collection of information is approved by OMB under the Paperwork Reduction Act, 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq. (OMB 
Control No. 2080-0083). Responses to this collection of information are voluntary. An agency may not conduct or sponsor,
and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control 
number. The public reporting and recordkeeping burden for this collection of information is estimated to one hour per 
response. Send comments on the Agency’s need for this information, the accuracy of the provided burden estimates and 
any suggested methods for minimizing respondent burden to the Regulatory Support Division Director, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (2821T), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20460. Include the OMB 
control number in any correspondence. Do not send the completed form to this address.

SECTION A: INTRODUCTION AND CONSENT

Hello and thank you for taking time today to talk with me. We look forward to learning from you about your 
experiences with wildland fire smoke, community health, and community preparedness. 

The objective of this interview is to better understand your perceptions on the topics of wildland fire smoke, 
community health, and community preparedness. We hope to use the information we learn from you and others 
to contribute to a broader body of knowledge that focuses on supporting local communities increase their 
resiliency to wildland fire smoke events. 

The interview will cover four main areas and ask for your experiences and perspectives on, 
1) your and your community’s experience with wildland fire smoke, 
2) your perspectives on health risks associated with exposure to smoke and existing strategies an individual can 
take to reduce exposure, 
3) your ideas for what an effective community response may look like and your perspectives on your 
community’s needs and current capacity to respond to a wildland fire smoke event, and 
4) your thoughts and goals about developing a local smoke team and local smoke response plan.

Before we get started, I need to review the informed consent document and discuss any questions or concerns you
might have. 

1
[Conduct Informed Consent Process, review document and discuss any questions, then ask if they agree to move
forward with the interview.]

1
a

Response (Consent provided/Decline to participate): interviewer initials

SECTION B: EXPERIENCE WITH WILDLAND FIRE SMOKE
Okay great, let’s get started. The first section is about your and your community’s experience with wildland fire 
smoke.

2
Can you share with me a little bit about your and your community’s experiences with wildland fire smoke? What are 
the impacts and what is the response? 

2
a

Response

SECTION C: PERSPECTIVES ON HEALTH IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH EXPOSURE TO SMOKE AND
STRATEGIES TO REDUCE EXPOSURE 
Great, thank you. The next section is about perspectives on the topics of wildland fire smoke, health impacts 
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associated with exposure, and strategies to reduce exposure.

3
We would like to better understand your current viewpoints on the topics of health impacts associated with exposure 
to wildland fire smoke and strategies to reduce exposure. [this is a problem awareness question]

3
a

Response 

4
Secondly, how might you characterize your perceptions of the viewpoints of others in your community on these 
topics?

4
a

Response

SECTION D: IDEAS FOR EFFECTIVE COMMUNITY RESPONSE AND COMMUNITY NEEDS AND 
CURRENT CAPACITY TO RESPOND
Great, thank you. The next section is about perspectives on what an effective response may look like in your 
community, and your community’s needs and capacity related to responding to smoke events.

5
In this section we’d like to ask you to use your imagination and think about the next wildland fire smoke event, what 
would be the perfect response for how your community might respond? 

5
a

Response

Now that we’ve explored what an ideal response would look like, we’d like to explore your thoughts on your 
community’s current capacity to make that response a reality. 

When I say capacity, I mean financial resources, but also different aspects, for example, the extent to which 
organizations and individuals in those organizations work together currently, the level of support from community 
leaders, the extent to which members of your community feel a sense of belonging and responsibility to the community, 
the level of awareness among individuals and organizations within your community about the issue of wildland fire 
smoke and public health, and the level of current skills to respond to smoke in the way you envisioned.

6
What strengths does your community have that position it well for mitigating the public health impacts of wildland 
fire smoke and what are opportunities for increasing capacity in this area? 

6
a

1. Response

SECTION E: THOUGHTS AND GOALS IN DEVELOPING A LOCAL SMOKE TEAM AND LOCAL 
SMOKE RESPONSE PLAN 
Great, thank you. The last section is about your thoughts and goals related to developing a local smoke team and 
smoke response plan.

7

Finally, we would like to discuss your thoughts on establishing or joining a local smoke team and developing a local 
smoke response plan. 

How do you think the process will go? Do you think your community will be ready and willing to participate or do 
you expect bringing individuals and organizations onboard with the idea may be difficult? What areas will be 
challenging for you and your community team, and which might be relatively easier? Do you have any goals in mind 
that you would like to see your team accomplish? What hopes do you have for your team and the process?

7
a

Response
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Smoke Ready Communities Interview Survey Guide #2 with Smoke Team Members 
Table 1: Survey #2

SECTION A: INTRODUCTION AND CONSENT
Hello and thank you for taking time today to talk with me. Now that you’ve been part of a team that has 
worked to develop a local smoke response plan, we look forward to learning from you about your experiences 
on the team and your perspectives on community preparedness. 

The objective of this interview is to better understand how the process of developing a local smoke response 
plan may have influenced your perceptions on the topics of wildland fire smoke, community health, and 
community preparedness. We hope to use the information we learn from you and others to contribute to a 
broader body of knowledge that focuses on supporting local communities increase their resiliency to wildland 
fire smoke events.

The interview will cover four main areas and ask for your experiences and perspectives on, 1) your and your 
community’s experience with developing your smoke response plan, 2) your perspectives on health risks 
associated with exposure to smoke and existing strategies an individual can take to reduce exposure, 3) your 
thoughts on the current plan’s strengths for supporting an effective community response and areas that your 
community may focus on in future revisions, and 4) insights on your community’s capacity to effectively 
activate the plan and where areas of need remain.

Before we get started, I need to review the informed consent document and discuss any questions or concerns 
you might have. 

1
[Conduct Informed Consent Process, review document and discuss any questions, then ask if they agree to move
forward with the interview.]

1
a

Response (Consent provided/Decline to participate): interviewer initials

SECTION B: EXPERIENCE DEVELOPING A LOCAL SMOKE RESPONSE PLAN
Okay great, let’s get started. The first section is about your and your community’s experience with planning for
wildland fire smoke events.

2
Now that your community has developed a local response plan for smoke events, we would like to better 
understand your experience going through that process. Could you describe for me what it was like to participate in
the plan development?

2
a

Response

SECTION C: PERSPECTIVES ON HEALTH IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH EXPOSURE TO SMOKE 
AND STRATEGIES TO REDUCE EXPOSURE 
Great, thank you. The next section is about perspectives on the topics of wildland fire smoke, health impacts 
associated with exposure, and strategies to reduce exposure.

3

We would like to better understand your current viewpoints on the topics of health impacts associated with 
exposure to wildland fire smoke and strategies to reduce exposure. 

PROMPT: For example, how would you characterize your level of awareness of the range of health impacts 
associated with exposure or the types of strategies that individuals and communities can take to reduce exposure?

3
a

Response

4
Secondly, how might you characterize your perceptions of the viewpoints of others in your community on these 
topics?
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4
a

Response

5
In what ways if any did participating on the smoke response plan development team influence your perspectives or 
knowledge of these topics?

5
a

Response

SECTION D: PERSPECTIVES ON THE CURRENT SMOKE RESPONSE PLAN STRENGTHS AND 
AREAS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION
Great, thank you. The next section is about perspectives on the strengths of your community’s current smoke response 
plan and what areas may be important to consider in future revisions.

6

In this section we’d like to learn about the strengths of your community’s current plan and areas you and your team
may envision as priority areas for future versions of your plan. Are there sections or aspects of the plan that you 
think are particularly strong? What makes those sections stand out? Are there specific resources or relationships in 
your community that support those aspects of the plan?

6
a

Response

Thank you! Next, we’d like to learn more about topics that were discussed but were not included in the plan, as well as
the parts of the plan that may be challenging. 

7
Were there any topics that were identified as important for consideration but that did not get included in the current
smoke response plan? If so, can you please tell me more about those and what factors may have been important to 
the decision-making process among the team about whether to include them?

7
a

Response

8

Secondly, we are interested in learning more about which parts of the current plan may be particularly challenging?
Are there aspects that you anticipate your community may need additional supports to carry out?  If so, can you 
share more about that with me and what types of supports might be important to your community to carry out those
aspects?

8
a

Response

SECTION E: PERSPECTIVES ON COMMUNITY’S CAPACITY AND RESILIENCE TO SMOKE EVENTS 
Great, thank you. The last section is about your thoughts on your community’s capacity and resilience to future
wildland fire smoke events.
Lastly, we’d like to explore your thoughts on your community’s current capacity to respond to wildland fire smoke 
events. When I say capacity, I mean financial resources, but also different aspects, for example, the extent to which 
organizations and individuals in those organizations work together currently, the level of support from community 
leaders, the extent to which members of your community feel a sense of belonging and responsibility to the 
community, the level of awareness among individuals and organizations within your community about the issue of 
wildland fire smoke and public health, and the level of current skills to respond to smoke in the way you envisioned.

9
What kinds of capacity already exists or is in place to support your community’s response and where to you see 
gaps? In other words, what strengths does your community have to make that response happen and where are 
opportunities to shore up your community’s capacity?

9
a

Response
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