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§ l0. (a) The Administration shall, as soon as practicable each fiscal year make a

comprehensive annual report to the President, the President of the Senate, the Senate Select

Committee on Small Business, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.  Such report

shall include a description of the state of small business in the Nation and the several States, and

a description of the operations of the Administration under this chapter, including, but not

limited to, the general lending, disaster relief, Government regulation relief, procurement and

property disposal, research and development, technical assistance, dissemination of data and

information, and other functions under the jurisdiction of the Administration during the previous

fiscal year.  Such report shall contain recommendations for strengthening or improving such

programs, or, when necessary or desirable to implement more effectively congressional policies

and proposals, for establishing new or alternative programs.  In addition, such report shall

include the names of the business concerns to whom contracts are let and for whom financing is

arranged by the Administration, together with the amounts involved.  With respect to minority

small business concerns, the report shall include the proportion of loans and other assistance

under this Act provided to such concerns, the goals of the Administration for the next fiscal year

with respect to such concerns, and recommendations for improving assistance to minority small

business concerns under this Act.

(b) The Administration shall make a report to the President, the President of the

Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, to the Senate Select Committee on 

Small Business, and to the Committee on Small Business of the House of Representatives, as 

soon as practicable each fiscal year, showing as accurately as possible for each such period the 

amount of funds appropriated to it that it has expended in the conduct of each of its principal 

activities such as lending, procurement, contracting, and providing technical and 

managerial aids.  Such report shall contain the number and amount of loans, the number of 

applications, the total amount applied for, and the number and amount of defaults for each type 
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of equipment or service for which loans are authorized by this Act.  Such report shall provide 
such information separately on each type of loan made under paragraphs (10) through (15) of 
section 7(a) and separately for all other loan programs.  In addition, the information on loans 
shall be supplied on a monthly basis to the Committee on Small Business of the Senate and the 
Committee on Small Business of the House of Representatives. 

(c) [Repealed].

(d) For the purpose of aiding in carrying out the national policy to insure that a fair
proportion of the total purchases and contracts for property and services for the Government be 
placed with small-business enterprises, and to maintain and strengthen the overall economy of 
the Nation, the Department of Defense shall make an annual report to the Committees on Small 
Business of the Senate and the House of Representatives showing the amount of funds 
appropriated to the Department of Defense which have been expended, obligated, or contracted 
to be spent with small business concerns and the amount of such funds expended, obligated, or 
contracted to be spent with firms other than small business in the same fields of operation; and 
such reports shall show separately the funds expended, obligated, or contracted to be spent for 
basic and applied scientific research and development. 

(e) The Administration and the Inspector General of the Administration shall retain
all correspondence, records of inquiries, memoranda, reports, books, and records, including 
memoranda as to all investigations conducted by or for the Administration, for a period of at 
least one year from the date of each thereof, and shall at all times keep the same available for 
inspection and examination by the Senate Select Committee on Small Business and the 
Committee on Small Business of the House of Representatives, or their duly authorized 
representatives. 

(2) The Committee on Small Business of either the Senate or the House of
Representatives may request that the Office of the Inspector General of the Administration 
conduct an investigation of any program or activity conducted under the authority of section 7(j) 
or 8(a).  Not later than thirty days after the receipt of such a request, the Inspector General shall 
inform the committee, in writing, of the disposition of the request by such office. 

(f) To the extent deemed necessary by the Administrator to protect and preserve
small-business interests, the Administration shall consult and cooperate with other departments 
and agencies of the Federal Government in the formulation by the Administration of policies 
affecting small-business concerns.  When requested by the Administrator, each department and 
agency of the Federal Government shall consult and cooperate with the Administration in the 
formulation by the Administration of policies affecting small-business concerns.  When 
requested by the Administrator, each department and agency of the Federal Government shall 
consult and cooperate with the Administration in the formulation by such department or agency 
of policies affecting small- business concerns, in order to insure that small-business interests will 
be recognized, protected, and preserved.  This subsection shall not require any department or 
agency to consult or cooperate with the Administration in any case where the head of such 
department or agency determines that such consultation or cooperation would unduly delay 
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action which must be taken by such department or agency to protect the national interest in an 

emergency. 

(g) The Administration shall transmit, not later than December 3l of each year, to the

Senate Select Committee on Small Business and Committee on Small Business of the House of 

Representatives a sealed report with respect to— 

(l) complaints alleging illegal conduct by employees of the Administration

which were received or acted upon by the Administration during the preceding fiscal year; and 

(2) investigations undertaken by the Administration, including external and

internal audits and security and investigation reports. 

(h) The Administration shall transmit, not later than March 31 of each year, to the

Committees on Small Business of the Senate and House of Representatives a report on the 

secondary market operations during the preceding calendar year.  This report shall include, but 

not be limited to, (1) the number and the total dollar amount of loans sold into the secondary 

market and the distribution of such loans by size of loan, size of lender, geographic location of 

lender, interest rate, maturity, lender servicing fees, whether the rate is fixed or variable, and 

premium paid; (2) the number and dollar amount of loans resold in the secondary market with a 

distribution by size of loan, interest rate, and premiums; (3) the number and total dollar amount 

of pools formed; (4) the number and total dollar amount of loans in each pool; (5) the dollar 

amount, interest rate, and terms on each loan in each pool and whether the rate is fixed or 

variable; (6) the number, face value, interest rate, and terms of the trust certificates issued for 

each pool; (7) to the maximum extent possible, the use by the lender of the proceeds of sales of 

loans in the secondary market for additional lending to small business concerns; and (8) an 

analysis of the information reported in (1) through (7) to assess small businesses' access to 

capital at reasonable rates and terms as a result of secondary market operations. 



SMALL BUSINESS ACT 

(Rev. 15) 244 

§ 21. (a) (1) The Administration is authorized to make grants (including contracts and

cooperative agreements) to any State government or any agency thereof, any regional entity, any

State-chartered development, credit or finance corporation, any women’s business center

operating pursuant to section 29, any public or private institution of higher education, including

but not limited to any land-grant college or university, any college or school of business,

engineering, commerce, or agriculture, community college or junior college, or to any entity

formed by two or more of the above entities (herein referred to as “applicants”) to assist in

establishing small business development centers and to any such body for:  small business

oriented employment or natural resources development programs; studies, research, and
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counseling concerning the managing, financing, and operation of small business enterprises; 

management and technical assistance regarding small business participation in international 

markets, export promotion and technology transfer, delivery or distribution of such services and 

information; and providing access to business analysts who can refer small business concerns to 

available experts; and, to the extent practicable, providing assistance in furtherance of the Small 

Business Development Center Cyber Strategy developed under section 1841(a) of the National 

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017:  Provided, That after December 31, 1990, the 

Administration shall not make a grant to any applicant other than an institution of higher 

education or a women’s business center operating pursuant to section 29 as a Small Business 

Development Center unless the applicant was receiving a grant (including a contract or 

cooperative agreement) on such date.  The Administration shall require any applicant for a small 

business development center grant with performance commencing on or after January 1, 1992 to 

have its own budget and to primarily utilize institutions of higher education and women’s 

business centers operating pursuant to section 29 to provide services to the small business 

community.  The term of such grants shall be made on a calendar year basis or to coincide with 

the Federal fiscal year. 

(2) COOPERATION TO PROVIDE INTERNATIONAL TRADE

SERVICES.— 

(A) INFORMATION AND SERVICES.--The small business

development centers shall work in close cooperation with the Administration's regional and local 

offices, the Department of Commerce, appropriate Federal, State and local agencies (including 

state trade agencies) and the small business community to serve as an active information 

dissemination and service delivery mechanism for existing trade promotion, trade finance, trade 

adjustment, trade remedy and trade data collection programs of particular utility for small 

businesses. 

(B) COOPERATION WITH STATE TRADE AGENCIES AND

EXPORT ASSISTANCE CENTERS.—A small business development center that counsels a 

small business concern on issues relating to international trade shall— 

(i) consult with State trade agencies and Export Assistance

Centers to provide appropriate services to the small business concern; and 

(ii) as necessary, refer the small business concern to a State

trade agency or an Export Assistance Center for further counseling or assistance. 

(C) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the term “Export Assistance

Center” has the same meaning as in section 22. 

(3) The Small Business Development Center Program shall be under the

general management and oversight of the Administration, for the delivery of programs and 

services to the small business community.  Such programs and services shall be jointly 

developed, negotiated, and agreed upon, with full participation of both parties, pursuant to an 
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executed cooperative agreement between the Small Business Development Center applicant and 

the Administration. 

(A) Small business development centers are authorized to form an

association to pursue matters of common concern.  If more than a majority of the small business 

development centers which are operating pursuant to agreements with the  

Administration are members of such an association, the Administration is authorized and 

directed to recognize the existence and activities of such an association and to consult with it and 

develop documents (i) announcing the annual scope of activities pursuant to this section, (ii) 

requesting proposals to deliver assistance as provided in this section and (iii) governing the 

general operations and administration of the Small Business Development Center Program, 

specifically including the development of regulations and a uniform negotiated cooperative 

agreement for use on an annual basis when entering into individual negotiated agreements with 

small business development centers. 

(B) Provisions governing audits, cost principles and administrative

requirements for Federal grants, contracts and cooperative agreements which are included in 

uniform requirements of Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circulars shall be 

incorporated by reference and shall not be set forth in summary or other form in regulations. 

(C) On an annual basis, the Small Business Development Center shall

review and coordinate public and private partnerships and cosponsorships with the 

Administration for the purpose of more efficiently leveraging available resources on a National 

and a State basis. 

(4) SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER PROGRAM

LEVEL.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administration shall require as a condition

of any grant (or amendment or modification thereof) made to an applicant under this section, that 

a matching amount (excluding any fees collected from recipients of such assistance) equal to the 

amount of such grant be provided from sources other than the Federal Government, to be 

comprised of not less than 50 percent cash and not more than 50 percent of indirect costs and in-

kind contributions. 

(B) RESTRICTION.—The matching amount described in

subparagraph (A) shall not include any indirect costs or in-kind contributions derived from any 

Federal program. 

(C) FUNDING FORMULA.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (iii), the amount of a

formula grant received by a State under this subparagraph shall be equal to an amount 

determined in accordance with the following formula: 
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(I) The annual amount made available under section

20(a) for the Small Business Development Center Program, less any reductions made for 

expenses authorized by clause (v) of this subparagraph, shall be divided on a pro rata basis, 

based on the percentage of the population of each State, as compared to the population of the 

United States. 

(II) If the pro rata amount calculated under subclause (I)

for any State is less than the minimum funding level under clause (iii), the Administration shall 

determine the aggregate amount necessary to achieve that minimum funding level for each such 

State. 

(III) The aggregate amount calculated under subclause

(II) shall be deducted from the amount calculated under subclause (I) for States eligible to

receive more than the minimum funding level.  The deductions shall be made on a pro rata basis,

based on the population of each such State, as compared to the total population of all such States.

(IV) The aggregate amount deducted under subclause

(III) shall be added to the grants of those States that are not eligible to receive more than the

minimum funding level in order to achieve the minimum funding level for each such State,

except that the eligible amount of a grant to any State shall not be reduced to an amount below

the minimum funding level.

(ii) GRANT DETERMINATION.—The amount of a grant that

a State is eligible to apply for under this subparagraph shall be the amount determined under 

clause (i), subject to any modifications required under clause (iii), and shall be based on the 

amount available for the fiscal year in which performance of the grant commences, but not 

including amounts distributed in accordance with clause (iv).  The amount of a grant received by 

a State under any provision of this subparagraph shall not exceed the amount of matching funds 

from sources other than the Federal Government, as required under subparagraph (A). 

(iii) MINIMUM FUNDING LEVEL.—The amount of the

minimum funding level for each State shall be determined for each fiscal year based on the 

amount made available for that fiscal year to carry out this section, as follows: 

(I) If the amount made available is not less than

$81,500,000 and not more than $90,000,000, the minimum funding level shall be $500,000. 

(II) If the amount made available is less than

$81,500,000, the minimum funding level shall be the remainder of $500,000 minus a percentage 

of $500,000 equal to the percentage amount by which the amount made available is less than 

$81,500,000. 

(III) If the amount available is more than $90,000,000,

the minimum funding level shall be the sum of $500,000 Plus a percentage of $500,000 equal to 

the percentage amount by which the amount made available exceeds $90,000,000. 
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(iv) DISTRIBUTIONS.—Subject to clause (iii), if any State

does not apply for, or use, its full funding eligibility for a fiscal year, the Administration shall 

distribute the remaining funds as follows: 

(I) If the grant to any State is less than the amount

received by that State in Fiscal year 2000, the Administration shall distribute such remaining 

funds, on a pro rata bases, based on the percentage of shortage of each such State, as compared 

to the total amount of such remaining funds available, to the extent necessary in order to increase 

the amount of the grant to the amount received by that State in fiscal year 2000, or until such 

funds are exhausted, whichever first occurs. 

(II) If any funds remain after the application of

subclause (I), the remaining amount may be distributed as supplemental grants to any State, as 

the Administration determines, in its discretion, to be appropriate, after consultation with the 

association referred to in subsection (a)(3)(A). 

(v) USE OF AMOUNTS.

(I) IN GENERAL.—Of the amounts made available in

any fiscal year to carry out this section— 

(aa) not more than $500,000 may be used by the 

Administration to pay expenses enumerated in subparagraphs (B) through (D) of section 

20(a)(1); and 

(bb) not more than $500,000 may be used by the 

Administration to pay the examination expenses enumerated in section 20(a)(1)(E). 

(II) LIMITATION.—No funds described in subclause

(I) may be used for examination expenses under section 20(a)(1)(E) if the usage would reduce

the amount of grants made available under clause (i)(I) of this subparagraph to less than

$85,000,000 (after excluding any amounts provided in appropriations Acts, or accompanying

report language, for specific institutions or for purposes other than the general small business

development center program) or would further reduce the amount of such grants below such

amount.

(vi) EXCLUSIONS.—Grants provided to a State by the

Administration or another Federal agency to carry out subsection (a)(6) or (c)(3)(G), or for 

supplemental grants set forth in clause (iv)(II) of this subparagraph, shall not be included in the 

calculation of maximum funding for a State under clause (ii) of this subparagraph. 

(vii) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are

authorized to be appropriated to carry out this subparagraph— 

(I) $130,000,000 for fiscal year 2005; and
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(II) $135,000,000 for fiscal year 2006.

(viii) LIMITATION.—From the funds appropriated pursuant to

clause (vii), the Administration shall reserve not less than $1,000,000 in each fiscal year to 

develop portable assistance for startup and sustainability non-matching grant programs to be 

conducted by eligible small business development centers in communities that are economically 

challenged as a result of a business or government facility down sizing or closing, which has 

resulted in the loss of jobs or small business instability.  A non-matching grant under this clause 

shall not exceed $100,000, and shall be used for small business development center personnel 

expenses and related small business programs and services. 

(ix) STATE DEFINED.—In this subparagraph, the term “State”

means each of the several States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 

the Virgin Islands, Guam, and American Samoa. 

(5) FEDERAL CONTRACTS WITH SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

CENTERS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the conditions set forth in

subparagraph (B), a small business development center may enter into a contract with a Federal 

department or agency to provide specific assistance to small business concerns. 

(B) CONTRACT PREREQUISITES.—Before bidding on a contract

described in subparagraph (A), a small business development center shall receive approval from 

the Associate Administrator of the small business development center program of the subject and 

general scope of the contract.  Each approval under subparagraph (A) shall be based upon a 

determination that the contract will provide assistance to small business concerns and that 

performance of the contract will not hinder the small business development center in carrying out 

the terms of the grant received by the small business development center from the 

Administration. 

(C) EXEMPTION FROM MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—A

contract under this paragraph shall not be subject to the matching funds or eligibility 

requirements of paragraph (4). 

(D) ADDITIONAL PROVISION.—Notwithstanding any other

provision of law, a contract for assistance under this paragraph shall not be applied to any 

Federal department or agency's small business, woman-owned business, or socially and 

economically disadvantaged business contracting goal under section 15(g). 

(6) Any applicant which is funded by the Administration as a Small Business

Development Center may apply for an additional grant to be used solely to assist— 

(A) with the development and enhancement of exports by small

business concerns; 
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(B) in technology transfer; and

(C) with outreach, development, and enhancement of minority-owned

small business startups or expansions, HUBZone small business concerns, veteran-owned small 

business startups or expansions, and women-owned small business startups or expansions, in 

communities impacted by base closings or military or corporate downsizing, or in rural or 

underserved communities; 

as provided under subparagraphs (B) through (G) of subsection (c)(3).  Applicants for such 

additional grants shall comply with all of the provisions of this section, including providing 

matching funds, except that funding under this paragraph shall be effective for any fiscal year to 

the extent provided in advance in appropriations Acts and shall be in addition to the dollar 

program limitations specified in paragraphs (4) and (5).  No recipient of funds under this 

paragraph shall receive a grant which would exceed its pro rata share of a $15,000,000 program 

based upon the populations to be served by the Small Business Development Center as compared 

to the total population of the United States.  The minimum amount of eligibility for any State 

shall be $100,000. 

(7) PRIVACY REQUIREMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A small business development center,

consortium of small business development centers, or contractor or agent of a small business 

development center may not disclose the name, address, or telephone number of any individual 

or small business concern receiving assistance under this section without the consent of such 

individual or small business concern, unless— 

(i) the Administrator is ordered to make such a disclosure by a

court in any civil or criminal enforcement action initiated by a Federal or State agency; or 

(ii) the Administrator considers such a disclosure to be

necessary for the purpose of conducting a financial audit of a small business development center, 

but a disclosure under this clause shall be limited to the information necessary for such audit. 

(B) ADMINISTRATOR USE OF INFORMATION.—This section

shall not— 

(i) restrict Administrator access to program activity data; or

(ii) prevent the Administrator from using client information to

conduct client surveys. 

(C) REGULATIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall issue regulations

to establish standards— 
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(I) for disclosures with respect to financial audits under

subparagraph (A)(ii); and 

(II) for client surveys under subparagraph (B)(ii),

including standards for oversight of such surveys and for dissemination and use of client 

information. 

(ii) MAXIMUM PRIVACY PROTECTION.—Regulations

under this subparagraph, [sic] shall, to the extent practicable, provide for the maximum amount 

of privacy protection. 

(iii) INSPECTOR GENERAL.—Until the effective date of

regulations under this subparagraph, any client survey and the use of such information shall be 

approved by the Inspector General who shall include such approval in his semi-annual report. 

(8) CYBERSECURITY ASSISTANCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Department of Homeland Security, and any

other Federal department or agency in coordination with the Department of Homeland Security, 

may leverage small business development centers to provide assistance to small business 

concerns by disseminating information relating to cybersecurity risks and other homeland 

security matters to help small business concerns in developing or enhancing cybersecurity 

infrastructure, awareness of cyber threat indicators, and cyber training programs for employees. 

(B) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph, the terms “cybersecurity risk”

and “cyber threat indicator” have the meanings given such terms, respectively, under section 

227(a) of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 148(a)). 

(b) (1) Financial assistance shall not be made available to any applicant if 

approving such assistance would be inconsistent with a Plan for the area involved which has 

been adopted by an agency recognized by the State government as authorized to do so and 

approved by the Administration in accordance with the standards and requirements established 

pursuant to this section. 

(2) An applicant may apply to participate in the program by submitting to the

Administration for approval a Plan naming those authorized in subsection (a) to participate in the 

program, the geographic area to be served, the services that it would provide, the method for 

delivering services, a budget, and any other information and assurances the Administration may 

require to insure that the applicant will carry out the activities eligible for assistance. The 

Administration is authorized to approve, conditionally approve or reject a Plan or combination of 

Plans submitted.  In all cases, the Administration shall review Plans for conformity with the Plan 

submitted pursuant to paragraph (1) of this subsection, and with a view toward providing small 

business with the most comprehensive and coordinated assistance in the State or part thereof to 

be served. 
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(3) ASSISTANCE TO OUT-OF-STATE SMALL BUSINESS

CONCERNS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—At the discretion of the Administration, the

Administration is authorized to permit a small business development center to provide advice, 

information and assistance, as described in subsection (c), to small businesses located outside the 

State, but only to the extent such businesses are located within close geographical proximity to 

the small business development center, as determined by the Administration. 

(B) DISASTER RECOVERY ASSISTANCE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—At the discretion of the Administrator,

the Administrator may authorize a small business development center to provide advice, 

information, and assistance, as described in subsection (c), to a small business concern located 

outside of the State, without regard to geographic proximity to the small business development 

center, if the small business concern is located in an area for which the President has declared a 

major disaster. 

(ii) TERM.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—A small business development

center may provide advice, information, and assistance to a small business concern under clause 

(i) for a period of not more than 2 years after the date on which the President declared a major

disaster for the area in which the small business concern is located.

(II) EXTENSION.—The Administrator may, at the

discretion of the Administrator, extend the period described in subclause (I). 

(iii) CONTINUITY OF SERVICES.—A small business

development center that provides counselors to an area described in clause (i) shall, to the 

maximum extent practicable, ensure continuity of services in any State in which the small 

business development center otherwise provides services. 

(iv) ACCESS TO DISASTER RECOVERY FACILITIES.—

For purposes of this subparagraph, the Administrator shall, to the maximum extent practicable, 

permit the personnel of a small business development center to use any site or facility designated 

by the Administrator for use to provide disaster recovery assistance. 

(c) (1) Applicants receiving grants under this section shall assist small businesses 

in solving problems concerning operations, manufacturing, engineering, technology exchange 

and development, personnel administration, marketing, sales, merchandising, finance, 

accounting, business strategy development, and other disciplines required for small business 

growth and expansion, innovation, increased productivity, and management improvement, and 

for decreasing industry economic concentrations.  Applicants receiving grants under this section 

may also assist small businesses by providing, where appropriate, education on the requirements 
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applicable to small businesses under the regulations issued under section 38 of the Arms Export 

Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778) and on compliance with those requirements. 

(2) A small business development center shall provide services as close as

possible to small businesses by providing extension services and utilizing satellite locations 

when necessary. The facilities and staff of each Small Business Development Center shall be 

located in such places as to provide maximum accessibility and benefits to the small business 

which the center is intended to serve.  To the extent possible, it also shall make full use of other 

Federal and State government programs that are concerned with aiding small business.  A small 

business development center shall have— 

(A) a full-time staff, including a full-time director who shall have the

authority to make expenditures under the center's budget and who shall manage the program 

activities; 

(B) access to business analysts to counsel, assist, and inform small

business clients; 

(C) access to technology transfer agents to provide state of art

technology to small businesses through coupling with national and regional technology data 

sources; 

(D) access to information specialists to assist in providing information

searches and referrals to small business; 

(E) access to part-time professional specialists to conduct research or

to provide counseling assistance whenever the need arises; 

(F) access to laboratory and adaptive engineering facilities; and

(G) access to cybersecurity specialists to counsel, assist, and inform

small business concern clients, in furtherance of the Small Business Development Center Cyber 

Strategy developed under section 1841(a) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 

Year 2017. 

(3) Services provided by a small business development center shall include,

but shall not be limited to— 

(A) furnishing one-to-one individual counseling to small businesses,

including— 

(i) working with individuals to increase awareness of basic

credit practices and credit requirements; 

(ii) working with individuals to develop business Plans,

financial packages, credit applications, and contract proposals; 
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(iii) working with the Administration to develop and provide

informational tools for use in working with individuals on pre-business startup Planning, existing 

business expansion, and export Planning; and 

(iv) working with individuals referred by the local offices of the

Administration and Administration participating lenders; 

(B) assisting in technology transfer, research and development,

including applied research, and coupling from existing sources to small businesses, including— 

(i) working to increase the access of small businesses to the

capabilities of automated flexible manufacturing systems; 

(ii) working through existing networks and developing new

networks for technology transfer that encourage partnership between the small business and 

academic communities to help commercialize university-based research and development and 

introduce university-based engineers and scientists to their counterparts in small 

technology-based firms; and 

(iii) exploring the viability of developing shared production

facilities, under appropriate circumstances; 

(C) in cooperation with the Department of Commerce and other

relevant Federal agencies, actively assisting small businesses in exporting by identifying and 

developing potential export markets, facilitating export transactions, developing linkages 

between United States small business firms and prescreened foreign buyers, assisting small 

businesses to participate in international trade shows, assisting small businesses in obtaining 

export financing, and facilitating the development or reorientation of marketing and production 

strategies; where appropriate, the Small Business Development Center and the Administration  

may work in cooperation with the State to establish a State international trade center for these 

purposes; 

(D) developing a program in conjunction with the Export-Import Bank

and local and regional Administration offices that will enable Small Business Development 

Centers to serve as an information network and to assist small business applicants for 

Export-Import Bank financing programs, and otherwise identify and help to make available 

export financing programs to small businesses; 

(E) working closely with the small business community, small

business consultants, State agencies, universities and other appropriate groups to make 

translation services more readily available to small business firms doing business, or attempting 

to develop business, in foreign markets; 
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(F) in providing assistance under this subsection, applicants shall

cooperate with the Department of Commerce and other relevant Federal agencies to increase 

access to available export market information systems, including the CIMS system; 

(G) assisting small businesses to develop and implement strategic

business Plans to timely and effectively respond to the planned closure (or reduction) of a 

Department of Defense facility within the community, or actual or projected reductions in such 

firms' business base due to the actual or projected termination (or reduction) of a Department of 

Defense program or a contract in support of such program— 

(i) by developing broad economic assessments of the adverse

impacts of— 

(I) the closure (or reduction) of the Department of

Defense facility on the small business concerns providing goods or services to such facility or to 

the military and civilian personnel currently stationed or working at such facility; and 

(II) the termination (or reduction) of a Department of

Defense program (or contracts under such program) on the small business concerns participating 

in such program as a prime contractor, subcontractor or supplier at any tier; 

(ii) by developing, in conjunction with appropriate Federal,

State, and local governmental entities and other private sector organizations, the parameters of a 

transition adjustment program adaptable to the needs of individual small business concerns; 

(iii) by conducting appropriate programs to inform the affected

small business community regarding the anticipated adverse impacts identified under clause (i) 

and the economic adjustment assistance available to such firms; and  

(iv) by assisting small business concerns to develop and

implement an individualized transition business Plan. 

(H) maintaining current information concerning Federal, State, and

local regulations that affect small businesses and counsel small businesses on methods of 

compliance.  Counseling and technology development shall be provided when necessary to help 

small businesses find solutions for complying with environmental, energy, health, safety, and 

other Federal, State, and local regulations; 

(I) coordinating and conducting research into technical and general

small business problems for which there are no ready solutions; 

(J) providing and maintaining a comprehensive library that contains

current information and statistical data needed by small businesses; 

(K) maintaining a working relationship and open communications with

the financial and investment communities, legal associations, local and regional private 
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consultants, and local and regional small business groups and associations in order to help 

address the various needs of the small business community; 

(L) conducting in-depth surveys for local small business groups in

order to develop general information regarding the local economy and general small business 

strengths and weaknesses in the locality;  

(M) in cooperation with the Department of Commerce, the

Administration and other relevant Federal agencies, actively assisting rural small businesses in 

exporting by identifying and developing potential export markets for rural small businesses, 

facilitating export transactions for rural small businesses, developing linkages between United 

States' rural small businesses and prescreened foreign buyers, assisting rural small businesses to 

participate in international trade shows, assisting rural small businesses in obtaining export 

financing and developing marketing and production strategies; 

(N) assisting rural small businesses—

(i) in developing marketing and production strategies that will

enable them to better compete in the domestic market— 

(ii) by providing technical assistance needed by rural small

businesses; 

(iii) by making available managerial assistance to rural small

business concerns; and 

(iv) by providing information and assistance in obtaining

financing for business startups and expansion; 

(O) in conjunction with the United States Travel and Tourism

Administration, assist rural small business in developing the tourism potential of rural 

communities by— 

(i) identifying the cultural, historic, recreational, and scenic

resources of such communities; 

(ii) providing assistance to small businesses in developing

tourism marketing and promotion Plans relating to tourism in rural areas; and 

(iii) assisting small business concerns to obtain capital for

starting or expanding businesses primarily serving tourists; 

(P) maintaining lists of local and regional private consultants to whom

small businesses can be referred; 
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(Q) providing information to small business concerns regarding

compliance with regulatory requirements; 

(R) developing informational publications, establishing resource

centers of reference materials, and distributing compliance guides published under section 312(a) 

of the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996;  

(S) providing small business owners with access to a wide variety of

export-related information by establishing on-line computer linkages between small business 

development centers and an international trade data information network with ties to the Export 

Assistance Center program; and 

(T) providing information and assistance to small business concerns

with respect to establishing drug-free workplace programs on or before October 1, 2006. 

(4) A small business development center shall continue to upgrade and

modify its services, as needed, in order to meet the changing and evolving needs of the small 

business community. 

(5) In addition to the methods prescribed in section 21(c)(2), a small business

development center shall utilize and compensate as one of its resources qualified small business 

vendors, including but not limited to, private management consultants, private consulting 

engineers and private testing laboratories, to provide services as described in this subsection to 

small businesses on behalf of such small business development center. 

(6) In any State (A) in which the Administration has not made a grant

pursuant to paragraph (1) of subsection (a), or (B) in which no application for a grant has been 

made by a Small Business Development Center pursuant to paragraph (6) of such subsection 

within 60 days after the effective date of any grant under subsection (a)(1) to such center or the 

date the Administration notifies the grantee funded under subsection (a)(1) that funds are 

available for grant applications pursuant to subsection (a)(6), whichever date occurs last, the 

Administration may make grants to a non-profit entity in that State to carry out the activities 

specified in paragraph (6) of subsection (a).  Any such applicants shall comply with the matching 

funds requirement of paragraph (4) of subsection (a).  Such grants shall be effective for any 

fiscal year only to the extent provided in advance in appropriations Acts, and each State shall be 

limited to the pro rata share provisions of paragraph (6) of subsection (a). 

(7) In performing the services identified in paragraph (3), the Small Business

Development Centers shall work in close cooperation with the Administration's regional and 

local offices, the local small business community, and appropriate State and local agencies. 

(8) The Associate Administrator for Small Business Development Centers, in

consultation with the Small Business Development Centers, shall develop and implement an 

information sharing system.  Subject to amounts approved in advance in appropriations Acts, the 

Administration may make grants or enter cooperative agreements with one or more centers to 

carry out the provisions of this paragraph.  Said grants or cooperative agreements shall be 
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awarded for periods of no more than five years duration.  The matching funds provisions of 

subsection (a) shall not be applicable to grants or cooperative agreements under this paragraph.  

The system shall 

(A) allow Small Business Development Centers participating in the

program to exchange information about their programs; and 

(B) provide information central to technology transfer.

(d) Where appropriate, the Small Business Development Centers shall work in

conjunction with the relevant State agency and the Department of Commerce to develop a 

comprehensive Plan for enhancing the export potential of small businesses located within the 

State.  This Plan may involve the cofunding and staffing of a State Office of International Trade 

within the State Small Business Development Center, using joint State and Federal funding, and 

any other appropriate measures directed at improving the export performances of small 

businesses within the State. 

(e) Laboratories operated and funded by the Federal Government are authorized and

directed to cooperate with the Administration in developing and establishing programs to support 

small business development centers by making facilities and equipment available; providing 

experiment station capabilities in adaptive engineering; providing library and technical 

information processing capabilities; and providing professional staff for consulting. The 

Administration is authorized to reimburse the laboratories for such services. 

(f) The National Science Foundation is authorized and directed to cooperate with the

Administration and with the Small Business Development Centers in developing and 

establishing programs to support the centers. 

(g) NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION AND

REGIONAL TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER CENTERS.—The National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration and regional technology transfer centers supported by the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration are authorized and directed to cooperate with small business 

development centers participating in the program. 

(h) ASSOCIATE ADMINISTRATOR FOR SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

CENTERS.— 

(1) APPOINTMENT AND COMPENSATION.—The Administrator shall

appoint an Associate Administrator for Small Business Development Centers who shall report to 

an official who is not more than one level below the Office of the Administrator and who shall 

serve without regard to the provisions of title 5 governing appointments in the competitive 

service, and without regard to chapter 51, and subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title relating to 

classification and General Schedule pay rates, but at a rate not less than the rate of GS-17 of the 

General Schedule. 

(2) DUTIES.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—The sole responsibility of the Associate

Administrator for Small Business Development Centers shall be to administer the small business 

development center program.  Duties of the position shall include recommending the annual 

program budget, reviewing the annual budgets submitted by each applicant, establishing 

appropriate funding levels therefore, selecting applicants to participate in this program, 

implementing the provisions of this section, maintaining a clearinghouse to provide for the 

dissemination and exchange of information between small business development centers and 

conducting audits of recipients of grants under this section. 

(B) CONSULTATION REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out the duties

described in this subsection, the Associate Administrator shall confer with and seek the advice of 

the Board established by subsection (i) and Administration officials in areas served by the small 

business development centers; however, the Associate Administrator shall be responsible for the 

management and administration of the program and shall not be subject to the approval or 

concurrence of such Administration officials. 

(i) (1) There is established a National Small Business Development Center 

Advisory Board (herein referred to as “Board”) which shall consist of nine members appointed 

from civilian life by the Administrator and who shall be persons of outstanding qualifications 

known to be familiar and sympathetic with small business needs and problems.  No more than 

three members shall be from universities or their affiliates and six shall be from small businesses 

or associations representing small businesses.  At the time of the appointment of the Board, the 

Administrator shall designate one-third of the members and at least one from each category 

whose term shall end in two years from the date of appointment, a second third whose terms 

shall end in three years from the date of appointment, and the final third whose term shall end in 

four years from the date of appointment. Succeeding Boards shall have three-year terms, with 

one-third of the Board changing each year. 

(2) The Board shall elect a Chairman and advise, counsel, and confer with the

Associate Administrator for Small Business Development Centers in carrying out the duties 

described in this section.  The Board shall meet at least semiannually and at the call of the 

Chairman of the Board.  Each member of the Board shall be entitled to be compensated at the 

rate not in excess of their per diem equivalent of the highest rate of pay for individuals 

occupying the position under GS-18 of the General Schedule for each day engaged in activities 

of the Board and shall be entitled to be reimbursed for expenses as a member of the Board. 

(j) (1) Each small business development center shall establish an advisory board. 

(2) Each small business development center advisory board shall elect a

chairman and advise, counsel, and confer with the director of the small business development 

center on all policy matters pertaining to the operation of the small business development center, 

including who may be eligible to receive assistance from, and how local and regional private 

consultants may participate with the small business development center. 

(k) PROGRAM EXAMINATION AND ACCREDITATION.—
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(1) EXAMINATION.—Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of

this subsection, the Administration shall develop and implement a biennial programmatic and 

financial examination of each small business development center established pursuant to this 

section. 

(2) ACCREDITATION.—The Administration may provide financial support,

by contract or otherwise, to the association authorized by subsection (a)(3)(A) for the purpose of 

developing a small business development center accreditation program. 

(3) EXTENSION OR RENEWAL OF COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.-In extending or renewing a cooperative agreement

of a small business development center, the Administration shall consider the results of the 

examination and accreditation program conducted pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (2). 

(B) ACCREDITATION REQUIREMENT.—After September 30,

2000, the Administration may not renew or extend any cooperative agreement with a small 

business development center unless the center has been approved under the accreditation 

program conducted pursuant to this subsection, except that the Associate Administrator for Small 

Business Development Centers may waive such accreditation requirement, in the discretion of 

the Associate Administrator, upon a showing that the center is making a good faith effort to 

obtain certification. 

(l) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The authority to enter into contracts shall be in

effect for each fiscal year only to the extent and in the amounts as are provided in advance in 

appropriations Acts.  After the administration [sic] has entered a contract, either as a grant or a 

cooperative agreement, with any applicant under this section, it shall not suspend, terminate, or 

fail to renew or extend any such contract unless the Administration provides the applicant with 

written notification setting forth the reasons therefore and affording the applicant an opportunity 

for a hearing, appeal, or other administrative proceeding under the provisions of chapter 5 of title 

5, United States Code.  If any contract or cooperative agreement under this section with an entity 

that is covered by this section is not renewed or extended, any award of a successor contract or 

cooperative agreement under this section to another entity shall be made on a competitive basis. 

(m) PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN FEES.—A small business development center

shall not impose or otherwise collect a fee or other compensation in connection with the 

provision of counseling services under this section. 

(n) VETERANS ASSISTANCE AND SERVICES PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A small business development center may apply for a

grant under this subsection to carry out a veterans assistance and services program. 

(2) ELEMENTS OF PROGRAM.—Under a program carried out with a grant

under this subsection, a small business development center shall— 
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(A) create a marketing campaign to promote awareness and education

of the services of the center that are available to veterans, and to target the campaign toward 

veterans, service-disabled veterans, military units, Federal agencies, and veterans organizations; 

(B) use technology-assisted online counseling and distance learning

technology to overcome the impediments to entrepreneurship faced by veterans and members of 

the Armed Forces; and 

(C) increase coordination among organizations that assist veterans,

including by establishing virtual integration of service providers and offerings for a one-stop 

point of contact for veterans who are entrepreneurs or owners of small business concerns. 

(3) AMOUNT OF GRANTS.—A grant under this subsection shall be for not

less than $75,000 and note more than $250,000. 

(4) FUNDING.—Subject to amounts approved in advance in appropriations

Acts, the Administration may make grants or enter into cooperative agreements to carry out the 

provisions of this subsection. 

§ 21A. [Repealed].

SEC. 22. OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) There is established within the Administration an Office of International

Trade which shall implement the programs pursuant to this section for the primary purposes of 

increasing— 

(A) the number of small business concerns that export; and

(B) the volume of exports by small business concerns.

(2) ASSOCIATE ADMINISTRATOR.—the head of the Office shall be the

Associate Administrator for International Trade, who shall be responsible to the Administrator. 

(b) TRADE DISTRIBUTION NETWORK.—The Associate Administrator, working

in close cooperation with the Secretary of Commerce, the United States Trade Representative, 

the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of State, the President of the Export-Import Bank of 

the United States, the President of the Overseas Private Investment Corporation, Director of the 

United States Trade and Development Agency, and other relevant Federal agencies, small 

business development centers engaged in export promotion efforts, Export Assistance centers, 

regional and district offices of the Administration, the small business community, and relevant 

State and local export promotion programs, shall— 
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(1) maintain a distribution network, using regional and district offices of the

Administration, the small business development center network, networks of women’s business 

centers, the Service Corps of Retired Executives authorized by section 8(b)(1), and Export 

Assistance Centers, for programs relating to— 

(A) trade promotion;

(B) trade finance;

(C) trade adjustment assistance;

(D) trade remedy assistance; and

(E) trade data  collection;

(2) aggressively market the programs described in paragraph (1) and

disseminate information, including computerized marketing data, to small business concerns on 

exporting trends, market-specific growth, industry trends, and international prospects for exports; 

(3) promote export assistance programs through the district and regional

offices of the Administration, the small business development center network, Export Assistance 

Centers, the network of women’s business centers, chapters of the Service Corps of Retired 

Executives, State and local export promotion programs, and partners in the private sector; and 

(4) give preference in hiring or approving the transfer of any employee into

the Office or to a position described in subsection (c)(9) to otherwise qualified applicants who 

are fluent in a language in addition to English, to— 

(A) accompany small business concerns on foreign trade missions; and

(B) translate documents, interpret conversations, and facilitate

multilingual transactions, including by providing referral lists for translation services, if required. 

(c) PROMOTION OF SALES OPPORTUNITIES.—The Associate Administrator

shall promote sales opportunities for small business goods and services abroad.  To accomplish 

this objective the office shall— 

(1) establish annual goals for the Office relating to—

(A) enhancing the exporting capability of small business concerns and

small manufacturers; 

(B) facilitating technology transfers;

(C) enhancing programs and services to assist small business concerns

and small manufacturers to compete effectively and efficiently in foreign markets; 



SMALL BUSINESS ACT 

(Rev. 15) 263 

(D) increasing the ability of small business concerns to access capital;

and 

(E) disseminating information concerning Federal, State, and private

programs and initiatives; 

(2) in cooperation with the Department of Commerce, other relevant agencies,

regional and local Administration offices, the Small Business Development Center network, and 

State programs, develop a mechanism for— 

(A) identifying sub-sectors of the small business community with

strong export potential; 

(B) identifying areas of demand in foreign markets;

(C) prescreening foreign buyers for commercial and credit purposes;

and 

(D) assisting in increasing international marketing by disseminating

relevant information regarding market leads, linking potential sellers and buyers, and catalyzing 

the formation of joint ventures, where appropriate; 

(3) in cooperation with the Department of Commerce, actively assist small

businesses in forming and using export trading companies, export management companies and 

research and development pools authorized under section 9 of this Act; 

(4) work in conjunction with other Federal agencies, regional and district

offices of the Administration, the small business development center network, and the private 

sector to identify and publicize translation services, including those available through colleges 

and universities participating in the small business development center program; 

(5) work closely with the Department of Commerce and other relevant

Federal agencies to— 

(A) collect, analyze and periodically update relevant data regarding the

small business share of United States exports and the nature of State exports (including the 

production of Gross State Product figures) and disseminate that data to the public and to 

Congress; 

(B) make recommendations to the Secretary of Commerce and to

Congress regarding revision of the North American Industry Classification System codes to 

encompass industries currently overlooked and to create North American Industry Classification 

System codes for export trading companies and export management companies; 
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(C) improve the utility and accessibility of existing export promotion

programs for small business concerns; and 

(D) increase the accessibility of the Export Trading Company contact

facilitation service; 

(6) make available to the small business community information regarding

conferences on exporting and international trade sponsored by the public and private sector; 

(7) provide small business concerns with access to up to date and complete

export information by— 

(A) making available, at the  regional and district offices of the

Administration through cooperation with the Department of Commerce, export information, 

including, but not limited to, the worldwide information and trade system and world trade data 

reports; 

(B) maintaining a list of financial institutions that finance export

operations; 

(C) maintaining a directory of all Federal, regional, State and private

sector programs that provide export information and assistance to small business concerns; and 

(D) preparing and publishing such reports as it determines to be

necessary concerning market conditions, sources of financing, export promotion programs, and 

other information pertaining to the needs of small business exporting firms so as to insure that 

the maximum information is made available to small businesses in a readily usable form; 

(8) encourage through cooperation with the Department of Commerce, greater

small business participation in trade fairs, shows, missions, and other domestic and overseas 

export development activities of the Department of Commerce;  

(9) facilitate decentralized delivery of export information and assistance to

small business concerns by assigning primary responsibility for export development to one 

individual in each district office and providing each Administration regional office with a full-

time export development specialist, who shall— 

(A) assist small business concerns in obtaining export information and

assistance from other Federal departments and agencies; 

(B) maintain a directory of all programs which provide export

information and assistance to small business concerns in the region; 

(C) encourage financial institutions to develop and expand programs

for export financing; 
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(D) provide advice to personnel of the Administration involved in

making loans, loan guarantees, and extensions and revolving lines of credit, and providing other 

forms of assistance to small business concerns engaged in exports;  

(E) within one hundred and eighty days of their appointment,

participate in training programs designed by the Administrator, in conjunction with the 

Department of Commerce and other Federal departments and agencies, to study export programs 

and to examine the needs of small business concerns for export information and assistance; 

(F) participate, jointly with employees of the Office, in an annual

training program that focuses on current small business needs for exporting; and 

(G) develop and conduct training programs for exporters and lenders,

in cooperation with the Export Assistance Centers, the Department of Commerce, the 

Department of Agriculture, small business development centers, women’s business centers, the 

Export-Import Bank of the United States, the Overseas Private Investment Corporation, and 

other relevant Federal agencies; 

(10) make available on the website of the Administration the name and contact

information of each individual described in paragraph (9); 

(11) carry out a nationwide marketing effort using technology, online

resources, training, and other strategies to promote exporting as a business development 

opportunity for small business concerns; 

(12) disseminate information to the small business community through regional

and district offices of the Administration, the small business development center network, Export 

Assistance Centers, the network of women’s business centers, chapters of the Service Corps of 

Retired Executives authorized by section 8(b)(1), State and local export promotion programs, 

and partners in the private sector regarding exporting trends, market-specific growth, industry 

trends, and prospects for exporting; and 

(13) establish and carry out training programs for the staff of the regional and

district offices of the Administration and resource partners of the administration on export 

promotion and providing assistance relating to exports. 

(d) EXPORT FINANCING PROGRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Associate Administrator shall work in cooperation

with the Export-Import Bank of the United States, the Department of Commerce, other relevant 

Federal agencies, and the States to develop a program through which export specialists in the 

regional offices of the Administration, regional and local loan officers, and Small Business 

Development Center personnel can facilitate the access of small businesses to relevant export 

financing programs of the Export-Import Bank of the United States and to export and pre-export 

financing programs available from the Administration and the private sector.   
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(2) TRADE FINANCE SPECIALIST.—To accomplish the goal established

under paragraph (1), the Associate Administrator shall— 

(A) designate at least 1 individual within the Administration as a trade

finance specialist to oversee international loan programs and assist Administration employees 

with trade finance issues; and 

(B) work in cooperation with the Export-Import Bank and the small

business community, including small business trade associations, to— 

(i) aggressively market existing Administration export

financing and pre-export financing programs; 

(ii) identify financing available under various Export-Import

Bank programs, and aggressively market those programs to small businesses; 

(iii) assist in the development of financial intermediaries and

facilitate the access of those intermediaries to existing financing programs; 

(iv) promote greater participation by private financial

institutions, particularly those institutions already participating in loan programs under this Act, 

in export finance; and 

(v) provide for the participation of appropriate Administration

personnel in training programs conducted by the Export-Import Bank. 

(e) TRADE REMEDIES.—The Associate Administrator shall—

(1) work in cooperation with other Federal agencies and the private sector to

counsel small businesses with respect to initiating and participating in any proceedings relating 

to the administration of the United States trade laws; and 

(2) work with the Department of Commerce, the Office of the United States

Trade Representative, and the International Trade Commission to increase access to trade 

remedy proceedings for small businesses. 

(f) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—the Associate Administrator shall submit an

annual report to the Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship of the Senate and the 

Committee on Small Business of the House of Representatives that contains— 

(1) a description of the progress of the Office in implementing the

requirements of this section; 

(2) a detailed account of the results of export growth activities of the

Administration, including the activities of each district and regional office of the Administration, 

based on the performance measures described in subsection (i); 
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(3) an estimate of the total number of jobs created or retained as a result of

export assistance provided by the Administration and resource partners of the Administration; 

(4) for any travel by the staff of the Office, the destination of such travel and

the benefits to the Administration and to small business concerns resulting from such travel; and 

(5) a description of the participation by the Office in trade negotiations.

(g) STUDIES.—The Associate Administrator, in cooperation, where appropriate,

with the Division of Economic Research of the Office of Advocacy, and with other Federal 

agencies, shall undertake studies regarding the following issues and shall report to the 

Committees on Small Business of the House of Representatives and the Senate, and to other 

relevant Committees of the House and Senate within 6 months after the date of enactment of the 

Small Business International Trade and Competitiveness Act with specific recommendations 

on— 

(1) the viability and cost of establishing an annual, competitive small business

export incentive program similar to the Small Business Innovation Research program and 

alternative methods of structuring such a program; 

(2) methods of streamlining trade remedy proceedings to increase access for,

and reduce expenses incurred by, smaller firms; 

(3) methods of improving the current small business foreign sales corporation

tax incentives and providing small businesses with greater benefits from this initiative; 

(4) methods of identifying potential export markets for United States small

businesses; maintaining and disseminating current foreign market data; and devising a 

comprehensive export marketing strategy for United States small business goods and services, 

and shall include data on the volume and dollar amount of goods and services, identified by type, 

imported by United States trading partners over the past 10 years; and 

(5) the results of a survey of major United States trading partners to identify

the domestic policies, programs and incentives, and the private sector initiatives, which exist to 

encourage the formation and growth of small business. 

(h) DISCHARGE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE RESPONSIBILITIES OF

ADMINISTRATION.—The Administrator shall ensure that— 

(1) the responsibilities of the Administration regarding international trade are

carried out by the Associate Administrator; 

(2) the Associate Administrator has sufficient resources to carry out such

responsibilities; and 
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  (3) the Associate Administrator has direct supervision and control over— 

 

   (A) the staff of the Office; and 

 

   (B) any employee of the Administration whose principal duty station is 

an Export Assistance Center, or any successor entity. 

 

 (i) EXPORT AND TRADE COUNSELING.— 

 

  (1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection— 

 

   (A) the term “lead small business development center” means a small 

business development center that has received a grant from the Administration; and 

 

   (B) the term “lead women’s business center” means a women’s 

business center that has received a grant from the Administration. 

 

  (2) CERTIFICATION PROGRAM.—The Administrator shall establish an 

export and trade counseling certification program to certify employees of lead small business 

development centers and lead women’s business centers in providing export assistance to small 

business concerns. 

 

  (3) NUMBER OF CERTIFIED EMPLOYEES.—the Administrator shall 

ensure that the number of employees of each lead small business development center who are 

certified in providing export assistance is not less than the lesser of— 

 

   (A)  5; or 

 

   (B) 10 percent of the total number of employees of the lead small 

business development center. 

 

  (4) REIMBURSEMENT FOR CERTIFICATION.— 

 

   (A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the availability of appropriations, the 

Administrator shall reimburse a lead small business development center or a lead women’s 

business center for costs relating to the certification of an employee of the lead small business 

center [sic; should probably read “lead small business development center”] or lead women’s business 

center in providing export assistance under the program established under paragraph (2). 

 

   (B) LIMITATION.—The total amount reimbursed by the 

Administrator under subparagraph (A) may not exceed $350,000 in any fiscal year. 

 

 (j) PERFORMANCE MEASURES.— 
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The Associate Administrator shall develop performance

measures for the Administration to support export growth goals for the activities of the Office 

under this section that include— 

(A) the number of small business concerns that—

(i) receive assistance from the Administration;

(ii) had not exported goods or services before receiving the

assistance described in clause (i); and 

(iii) export goods or services;

(B) the number of small business concerns receiving assistance from

the Administration that export goods or services to a market outside the United States into which 

the small business concern did not export before receiving the assistance; 

(C) export revenues by small business concerns assisted by programs

of the Administration; 

(D) the number of small business concerns referred to an Export

Assistance Center or a small business development center by the staff of the Office; 

(E) the number of small business concerns referred to the

Administration by an Export Assistance Center or a small business development center; and 

(F) the number of small business concerns referred to the Department

of Commerce, the Department of Agriculture, the Department of State, the Export-Import Bank 

of the United States, the Overseas Private Investment Corporation, or the United States Trade 

and Development Agency by the staff of the Office, an Export Assistance Center, or a small 

business development center. 

(2) JOINT PERFORMANCE MEASURES.—The Associate Administrator

shall develop joint performance measures for the district offices of the Administration and the 

Export Assistance centers that include the number of export loans made under— 

(A) section 7(a)(16);

(B) the Export Working Capital Program established under section

7(a)(14); 

(C) the Preferred Lenders Program, as defined in section 7(a)(2)(C)(ii);

and 

(D) the export express program established under section 7(a)(34).
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(3) CONSISTENCY OF TRACKING.—The Associate Administrator, in

coordination with the departments and agencies that are represented on the Trade Promotion 

Coordinating Committee established under section 2312 of the Export Enhancement Act of 1988 

(15 U.S.C. 4727) and the small business development center network, shall develop a system to 

track exports by small business concerns, including information relating to the performance 

measures developed under paragraph (1), that is consistent with systems used by the departments 

and agencies and the network. 

(k) EXPORT ASSISTANCE CENTERS.—

(1) EXPORT FINANCE SPECIALISTS.—

(A) MINIMUM NUMBER OF EXPORT FINANCE

SPECIALISTS.—On and after the date that is 90 days after the date of enactment of this 

subsection, the Administrator, in coordination with the Secretary of Commerce, shall ensure that 

the number of export finance specialists is not less than the number of such employees so 

assigned on January 1, 2003. 

(B) EXPORT FINANCE SPECIALISTS ASSIGNED TO EACH

REGION OF THE ADMINISTRATION.—On and after the date that is 2 years after the date of 

enactment of this subsection, the Administrator, in coordination with the Secretary of 

Commerce, shall ensure that there are not fewer than 3 export finance specialists in each region 

of the Administration. 

(2) PLACEMENT OF EXPORT FINANCE SPECIALISTS.—

(A) PRIORITY.—The Administrator shall give priority, to the

maximum extent practicable, to placing employees of the Administration at any Export 

Assistance Center that— 

(i) had an Administration employee assigned to the Export

Assistance Center before January 2003; and 

(ii) has not had an Administration employee assigned to the

Export Assistance Center during the period beginning January 2003, and ending on the date of 

enactment of this subsection, either through retirement or reassignment. 

(B) NEEDS OF EXPORTERS.—The Administrator shall, to the

maximum extent practicable, strategically assign Administration employees to Export Assistance 

Centers, based on the needs of exporters. 

(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this subsection may be

construed to require the Administrator to reassign or remove an export finance specialist who is 

assigned to an Export Assistance Center on the date of enactment of this subsection. 
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(3) GOALS.—The Associate Administrator shall work with the Department

of Commerce, the Export-Import Bank of the United States, and the Overseas Private Investment 

Corporation to establish shared annual goals for the Export Assistance Centers. 

(4) OVERSIGHT.—The Associate Administrator shall designate an

individual within the Administration to oversee all activities conducted by Administration 

employees assigned to Export Assistance Centers. 

(l) DEFINITION.—In this section—

(1) the term “Associate Administrator” means the Associate Administrator for

International Trade described in subsection (a)(2); 

(2) the term “Export Assistance Center” means a one-stop shop for United

States exporters established by the United States and Foreign Commercial Service of the 

Department of Commerce pursuant to section 2301(b)(8) of the Omnibus Trade and 

Competitiveness Act of 1988 (15 U.S.C. 4721(b)(8)); 

(3) the term “export finance specialist” means a full-time equivalent employee

of the Office assigned to an Export Assistance Center to carry out the duties described in 

subsection (e); and 

(4) the term “Office” means the Office of International Trade established

under subsection (a)(1). 

(l) STATE TRADE EXPANSION PROGRAM.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection—

(A) the term “eligible small business concern” means a business

concern that— 

(i) is organized or incorporated in the United States;

(ii) is operating in the United States;

(iii) meets—

(I) the applicable industry-based small business size

standard established under section 3; or 

(II) the alternate size standard applicable to the program

under section 7(a) of this Act and the loan programs under title V of the Small Business 

Investment Act of 1958; 
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(iv) has been in business for not less than 1 year, as of the date

on which assistance using a grant under this subsection commences; and 

(v) has access to sufficient resources to bear the costs

associated with trade, including the costs of packing, shipping, freight forwarding, and customs 

brokers; 

(B) the term “program” means the State Trade Expansion Program

established under paragraph (2); 

(C) the term “rural small business concern” means an eligible small

business concern located in a rural area, as that term is defined in section 1393(a)(2) of the 

Internal Revenue Code of 1986; 

(D) the term “socially and economically disadvantaged small business

concern” has the meaning given that term in section 8(a)(4)(A) of the Small Business Act; and 

(E) the term “State” means each of the several States, the District of

Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, the Commonwealth of 

the Northern Mariana Islands, and American Samoa. 

(2) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—The Associate Administrator shall

establish a trade expansion program, to be known as the “State Trade Expansion Program”, to 

make grants to States to carry out programs that assist eligible small business concerns in— 

(A) participation in foreign trade missions;

(B) a subscription to services provided by the Department of

Commerce; 

(C) the payment of website fees;

(D) the design of marketing media;

(E) a trade show exhibition;

(F) participation in training workshops;

(G) a reverse trade mission;

(H) procurement of consultancy services (after consultation with the

Department of Commerce to avoid duplication); or 

(I) any other initiative determined appropriate by the Associate

Administrator. 
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(3) GRANTS.—

(A) JOINT REVIEW.—In carrying out the program, the Associate

Administrator may make a grant to a State to increase the number of eligible small business 

concerns in the State exploring significant new trade opportunities. 

(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In making grants under this subsection,

the Associate Administrator may give priority to an application by a State that proposes a 

program that— 

(i) focuses on eligible small business concerns as part of a

trade expansion program; 

(ii) demonstrates intent to promote trade expansion by—

(I) socially and economically disadvantaged small

business concerns; 

(II) small business concerns owned or controlled by

women; and 

(III) rural small business concerns;

(iii) promotes trade facilitation from a State that is not 1 of the

10 States with the highest percentage of eligible small business concerns that are engaged in 

international trade, based upon the most recent data from the Department of Commerce; and 

(iv) includes—

(I) activities which have resulted in the highest return

on investment based on the most recent year; and 

(II) the adoption of shared best practices included in the

annual report of the Administration. 

(C) LIMITATIONS.—

(i) SINGLE APPLICATION.—A State may not submit more

than 1 application for a grant under the program in any 1 fiscal year. 

(ii) PROPORTION OF AMOUNTS.—The total value of

grants made under the program during a fiscal year to the 10 States with the highest percentage 

of eligible small business concerns, based upon the recent data available from the Department of 

Commerce, shall be not more than 40 percent of the amounts appropriated for the program for 

that fiscal year. 
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(iii) DURATION.—The Associate Administrator shall award a

grant under this program for a period of not more than 2 years. 

(D) APPLICATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—A State desiring a grant under the

program shall submit an application at such time, in such manner, and accompanied by such 

information as the Associate Administrator may establish. 

(ii) CONSULTATION TO REDUCE DUPLICATION.—A

State desiring a grant under the program shall— 

(I) before submitting an application under clause (i),

consult with applicable trade agencies of the Federal Government on the scope and mission of 

the activities the State proposes to carry out using the grant, to ensure proper coordination and 

reduce duplication in services; and 

(II) document the consultation conducted under

subclause (I) in the application submitted under clause (i). 

(4) COMPETITIVE BASIS.—The Associate Administrator shall award

grants under the program on a competitive basis. 

(5) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of the cost of a trade expansion

program carried out using a grant under the program shall be— 

(A) for a State that has a high trade volume, as determined by the

Associate Administrator, not more than 65 percent; and 

(B) for a State that does not have a high trade volume, as determined

by the Associate Administrator, not more than 75 percent. 

(6) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—The non-Federal share of the cost of a trade

expansion program carried out using a grant under the program shall be comprised of not less 

than 50 percent cash and not more than 50 percent of indirect costs and in-kind contributions, 

except that no such costs or contributions may be derived from funds from any other Federal 

program. 

(7) REPORTS.—

(A) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after the date of

enactment of this subsection, the Associate Administrator shall submit to the Committee on 

Small Business and Entrepreneurship of the Senate and the Committee on Small Business of the 

House of Representatives a report, which shall include— 

(i) a description of the structure of and procedures for the

program; 
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(ii) a management plan for the program; and

(iii) a description of the merit-based review process to be used

in the program. 

(B) ANNUAL REPORTS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Associate Administrator shall

publish on the website of the Administration an annual report regarding the program, which shall 

include— 

(I) the number and amount of grants made under the

program during the preceding year; 

(II) a list of the States receiving a grant under the

program during the preceding year, including the activities being performed with each grant; 

(III) the effect of each grant on the eligible small

business concerns in the State receiving the grant; 

(IV) the total return on investment for each State; and

(V) a description of best practices by States that showed

high returns on investment and significant progress in helping more eligible small business 

concerns. 

(ii) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—On the date on which the

Associate Administrator publishes a report under clause (i), the Associate Administrator shall 

notify the Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship of the Senate and the Committee 

on Small Business of the House of Representatives that the report has been published. 

(8) REVIEWS BY INSPECTOR GENERAL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General of the Administration

shall conduct a review of— 

(i) the extent to which recipients of grants under the program

are measuring the performance of the activities being conducted and the results of the 

measurements; and 

(ii) the overall management and effectiveness of the program.

(B) REPORTS.—
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(i) PILOT PROGRAM.—Not later than 6 months after the

date of enactment of this subsection, the Inspector General of the Administration shall submit to 

the Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship of the Senate and the Committee on 

Small Business of the House of Representatives a report regarding the use of amounts made 

available under the State Trade and export Promotion Grant Program under section 1207 of the 

Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 (15 U.S.C. 649b note). 

(ii) NEW STEP PROGRAM.—Not later than 18 months after

the date on which the first grant is awarded under this subsection, the Inspector General of the 

Administration shall submit to the Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship of the 

Senate and the Committee on Small Business of the House of Representatives a report regarding 

the review conducted under subparagraph (A). 

(9) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized to be

appropriated to carry out the program $30,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2016 through 2020. 
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encouraged to employ these Centers to interface with small businesses for such purposes as 

facilitating small business participation in Federal procurement and fostering commercialization 

of Federally-funded research and development. 

§ 29. WOMEN’S BUSINESS CENTER PROGRAM.

(a) DEFINITIONS - In this section—

(1) the term “Assistant Administrator” means the Assistant Administrator of

the Office of Women’s Business Ownership established under subsection (g); 

(2) the term “private nonprofit organization” means an entity that is described

in section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt from taxation under section 

501(a) of such Code; 

(3) the term “small business concern owned and controlled by women,” either

startup or existing, includes any small business concern— 

(A) that is not less than 51 percent owned by 1 or more women; and

(B) the management and daily business operations of which are

controlled by 1 or more women; and 

(4) the term “women’s business center site” means the location of—

(A) a women’s business center; or

(B) 1 or more women’s business centers, established in conjunction

with another women’s business center in another location within a State or region— 

(i) that reach a distinct population that would otherwise not be

served; 

(ii) whose services are targeted to women; and

(iii) whose scope, function, and activities are similar to those of

the primary women’s business center or centers in conjunction with which it was established. 

(b) AUTHORITY.—The Administration may provide financial assistance to private

nonprofit organizations to conduct 5-year projects for the benefit of small business concerns 

owned and controlled by women.  The projects shall provide— 

(1) financial assistance, including training and counseling in how to apply for

and secure business credit and investment capital, preparing and presenting financial statements, 

and managing cash flow and other financial operations of a business concern; 
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(2) management assistance, including training and counseling in how to plan,

organize, staff, direct, and control each major activity and function of a small business concern; 

and 

(3) marketing assistance, including training and counseling in identifying and

segmenting domestic and international market opportunities, preparing and executing marketing 

Plans, developing pricing strategies, locating contract opportunities, negotiating contracts, and 

utilizing varying public relations and advertising techniques. 

(c) CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION—

(1) NON-FEDERAL CONTRIBUTIONS.—As a condition of receiving

financial assistance authorized by this section, the recipient organization shall agree to obtain, 

after its application has been approved and notice of award has been issue, cash contributions 

from non-Federal sources as follows: 

(A) in the first and second years, 1 non-Federal dollar for each 2

Federal dollars; and 

(B) in the third, fourth, and fifth years, 1 non-Federal dollar for each

Federal dollar. 

(2) FORM OF NON-FEDERAL CONTRIBUTIONS.—Not more than one-

half of the non-Federal sector matching assistance may be in the form of in-kind contributions 

that are budget line items only, including office equipment and office space. 

(3) FORM OF FEDERAL CONTRIBUTIONS.—The financial assistance

authorized pursuant to this section may be made by grant, contract, or cooperative agreement and 

may contain such provision, as necessary, to provide for payments in lump sum or installments, 

and in advance or by way of reimbursement.  The Administration may disburse up to 25 percent 

of each year’s Federal share awarded to a recipient organization after notice of the award has 

been issued and before the non-Federal sector matching funds are obtained. 

(4) FAILURE TO OBTAIN NON-FEDERAL FUNDING.—If any recipient

of assistance fails to obtain the required non-Federal contribution during any project, it shall not 

be eligible thereafter for advance disbursements pursuant to paragraph (3) during the remainder 

of that project, or for any other project for which it is or may be funded by the Administration, 

and prior to approving assistance to such organization for any other projects, the Administration 

shall specifically determine whether the Administration believes that the recipient will be able to 

obtain the requisite non-Federal funding and enter a written finding setting forth the reasons for 

making such determination. 

(5) Repealed.

(d) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—A women’s business center may enter into a

contract with a Federal department or agency to provide specific assistance to women and other 
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underserved small business concerns.  Performance of such contract should not hinder the 

women's business centers in carrying out the terms of the grant received by the women's business 

centers from the Administration. 

(e) SUBMISSION OF 5-YEAR PLAN.—Each applicant organization initially shall

submit a 5-year Plan to the Administration on proposed fundraising and training activities, and a 

recipient organization may receive financial assistance under this program for a maximum of 5 

years per women's business center site. 

(f) CRITERIA.—The Administration shall evaluate and rank applicants in

accordance with predetermined selection criteria that shall be stated in terms of relative 

importance.  Such criteria and their relative importance shall be made publicly available and 

stated in each solicitation for applications made by the Administration.  The criteria shall 

include— 

(1) the experience of the applicant in conducting programs or ongoing efforts

designed to impart or upgrade the business skills of women business owners or potential owners; 

(2) the present ability of the applicant to commence a project within a

minimum amount of time; 

(3) the ability of the applicant to provide training and services to a

representative number of women who are both socially and economically disadvantaged; and 

(4) the location for the women's business center site proposed by the

applicant. 

(g) OFFICE OF WOMEN’S BUSINESS OWNERSHIP—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established within the Administration an

Office of Women’s Business Ownership, which shall be responsible for the administration of the 

Administration’s programs for the development of women's business enterprises (as defined in 

section 408 of the Women’s Business Ownership Act of 1988 (15 U.S.C. 631 note)).  The Office 

of Women’s Business Ownership shall be administered by an Assistant Administrator, who shall 

be appointed by the Administrator. 

(2) ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR OF THE OFFICE OF WOMEN’S

BUSINESS OWNERSHIP— 

(A) QUALIFICATIONS.—The position of Assistant Administrator

shall be a Senior Executive Service position under section 3132(a)(2) of title 5, United States 

Code.  The Assistant Administrator shall serve as a noncareer appointee (as defined in section 

3132(a)(7) of that title). 

(B) RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES—
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(i) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The responsibilities of the

Assistant Administrator shall be to administer the programs and services of the Office of 

Women’s Business Ownership established to assist women entrepreneurs in the areas of— 

(I) starting and operating a small business;

(II) development of management and technical skills;

(III) seeking Federal procurement opportunities; and

(IV) increasing the opportunity for access to capital.

(ii) DUTIES.—The Assistant Administrator shall—

(I) administer and manage the Women's Business

Center program; 

(II) recommend the annual administrative and program

budgets for the Office of Women’s Business Ownership (including the budget for the Women's 

Business Center program); 

(III) establish appropriate funding levels therefore;

(IV) review the annual budgets submitted by each

applicant for the Women's Business Center program; 

(V) select applicants to participate in the program under

this section 

(VI) implement this section;

(VII) maintain a clearinghouse to provide for the

dissemination and exchange of information between women's business centers; 

(VIII) serve as the vice chairperson of the Interagency

Committee on Women’s Business Enterprise; 

(IX) serve as liaison for the National Women’s Business

Council; and 

(X) advise the Administrator on appointments to the

Women’s Business Council. 

(C) CONSULTATION REQUIREMENTS - In carrying out the

responsibilities and duties described in this paragraph, the Assistant Administrator shall confer 
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with and seek the advice of the Administration officials in areas served by the women's business 

centers. 

(h) PROGRAM EXAMINATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administration shall—

(A) develop and implement an annual programmatic and financial

examination of each women’s business center established pursuant to this section, pursuant to 

which each such center shall provide to the Administration— 

(i) an itemized cost breakdown of actual expenditures for costs

incurred during the preceding year; and 

(ii) documentation regarding the amount of matching

assistance from non-Federal sources obtained and expended by the center during the preceding 

year in order to meet the requirements of subsection (c) and, with respect to any in-kind 

contributions described in subsection (c)(2) that were used to satisfy the requirements of 

subsection (c), verification of the existence and valuation of those contributions; and 

(B) analyze the results of each such examination and, based on that

analysis, make a determination regarding the programmatic and financial viability of each 

women’s business center. 

(2) CONDITIONS FOR CONTINUED FUNDING.—In determining whether

to award a contract (as a sustainability grant) under subsection (l) or to renew a contract (either 

as a grant or cooperative agreement) under this section with a women’s business center, the 

Administration— 

(A) shall consider the results of the most recent examination of the

center under paragraph (1); and 

(B) may withhold such award or renewal, if the Administration

determines that— 

(i) the center has failed to provide any information required to

be provided under clause (i) or (ii) of paragraph (1)(A), or the information provided by the center 

is inadequate; or 

(ii) the center has failed to provide any information required to

be provided by the center for purposes of the report of the Administration under subsection (j), or 

the information provided by the center is inadequate. 

(i) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The authority of the Administrator to enter into

contracts shall be in effect for each fiscal year only to the extent and in the amounts as are 

provided in advance in appropriations Acts.  After the Administrator has entered into a contract, 
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either as a grant or a cooperative agreement, with any applicant under this section, it shall not 

suspend, terminate, or fail to renew or extend any such contract unless the Administrator 

provides the applicant with written notification setting forth the reasons therefore and affords the 

applicant an opportunity for a hearing, appeal, or other administrative proceeding under chapter 

5 of title 5, United States Code. 

(j) MANAGEMENT REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administration shall prepare and submit to the

Committees on Small Business of the House of Representatives and the Senate a report on the 

effectiveness of all projects conducted under this section. 

(2) CONTENTS.—Each report submitted under paragraph (1) shall include

information concerning, with respect to each women’s business center established pursuant to 

this section— 

(A) the number of individuals receiving assistance;

(B) the number of startup business concerns formed;

(C) the gross receipts of assisted concerns;

(D) the employment increases or decreases of assisted concerns;

(E) to the maximum extent practicable, increases or decreases in

profits of assisted concerns; and 

(F) the most recent analysis, as required under subsection (h)(1)(B),

and the subsequent determination made by the Administration under that subsection. 

(k) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be appropriated, to remain

available until the expiration of the pilot program under subsection (l)— 

(A) $12,000,000 for fiscal year 2000;

(B) $12,800,000 for fiscal year 2001;

(C) $13,700,000 for fiscal year 2002; and

(D) $14,500,000 for fiscal year 2003.

(2) USE OF AMOUNTS.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subparagraph (B),

amounts made available under this subsection for fiscal year 1999, and each fiscal year 

thereafter, may only be used for grant awards and may not be used for costs incurred by the 

Administration in connection with the management and administration of the program under this 

section. 

(B) EXCEPTIONS.—Of the amount made available under this

subsection for a fiscal year, the following amounts shall be available for selection panel costs, 

post-award conference costs, and costs related to monitoring and oversight: 

(i) For fiscal year 2000, 2 percent.

(ii) For fiscal year 2001, 1.9 percent.

(iii) For fiscal year 2002, 1.9 percent.

(iv) For fiscal year 2003, 1.6 percent.

(3) EXPEDITED ACQUISITION.—Notwithstanding any other provision of

law, the Administrator, acting through the Assistant Administrator, may use such expedited 

acquisition methods as the Administrator determines to be appropriate to carry out this section, 

except that the Administrator shall ensure that all small business sources are provided a 

reasonable opportunity to submit proposals. 

(4) RESERVATION OF FUNDS FOR SUSTAINABILITY PILOT

PROGRAM.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph (B), of the total amount

made available under this subsection for a fiscal year, the following amounts shall be reserved 

for sustainability grants under subsection (l): 

(i) For fiscal year 2000, 17 percent.

(ii) For fiscal year 2001, 18.8 percent.

(iii) For fiscal year 2002, 30.2 percent.

(iv) For fiscal year 2003, 30.2 percent.

(B) USE OF UNAWARDED FUNDS FOR SUSTAINABILITY

PILOT PROGRAM GRANTS.—If the amount reserved under subparagraph (A) for any fiscal 

year is not fully awarded to private nonprofit organizations described in subsection (l)(1)(B), the 

Administration is authorized to use the unawarded amount to fund additional women’s business 

center sites or to increase funding of existing women’s business center sites under subsection (b). 

(l) [Repealed].
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(m) CONTINUED FUNDING FOR CENTERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A nonprofit organization described in paragraph (2)

shall be eligible to receive, subject to paragraph (3), a 3-year grant under this subsection. 

(2) APPLICABILITY.—A nonprofit organization described in this paragraph

is a non profit organization that has received funding under subsection (b) or (l). 

(3) APPLICATION AND APPROVAL CRITERIA.—

(A) CRITERIA.—Subject to subparagraph (B), the Administrator shall

develop and publish criteria for the consideration and approval of applications by nonprofit 

organizations under this subsection. 

(B) CONTENTS.—Except as otherwise provided in this subsection,

the conditions for participation in the grant program under this subsection shall be the same as 

the conditions for participation in the program under subsection (l), as in effect on the date of 

enactment of this Act. 

(C) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 60 days after the date of the

deadline to submit applications for each fiscal year, the Administrator shall approve or deny any 

application under this subsection and notify the applicant for each  application. 

(4) AWARD OF GRANTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the availability of appropriations, the

Administrator shall make a grant for the Federal share of the cost of activities described in the 

application to each applicant approved under this subsection. 

(B) AMOUNT.—A grant under this subsection shall be for not more

than $150,000, for each year of that grant. 

(C) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share under this subsection

shall not be more than 50 percent. 

(D) PRIORITY.—In allocating funds made available for grants under

this section, the Administrator shall give applications under this subsection or subsection (l) 

priority over first-time applications under subsection (b). 

(5) RENEWAL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may renew a grant under this

subsection for additional 3-year periods, if the nonprofit organization submits an application for 

such renewal at such time, in such manner, and accompanied by such information as the 

Administrator may establish. 
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(B) UNLIMITED RENEWALS.—There shall be no limitation on the

number of times a grant may be renewed under subparagraph (A). 

(n) PRIVACY REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A women’s business center may not disclose the name,

address, or telephone number of any individual or small business concern receiving assistance 

under this section without the consent of such individual or small business concern, unless— 

(A) the Administrator is ordered to make such a disclosure by a court

in any civil or criminal enforcement action initiated by a Federal or State agency; or 

(B) the Administrator considers such a disclosure to be necessary for

the purpose of conducting a financial audit of a women’s business center, but a disclosure under 

this subparagraph shall be limited to the information necessary for such audit. 

(2) ADMINISTRATION USE OF INFORMATION.—This subsection shall

not— 

(A) restrict Administration access to program activity data; or

(B) prevent the Administration from using client information (other

than the information described in subparagraph (A)) to conduct client surveys. 

(3) REGULATIONS.—The Administrator shall issue regulations to establish

standards for requiring disclosures during a financial audit under paragraph (1)(B). 

(o) STUDY AND REPORT ON REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN.—

(1) STUDY.—The Administrator shall periodically conduct a study to

identify industries, as defined under the North American Industry Classification System, 

underrepresented by small business concerns owned and controlled by women. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after the date of enactment of this

subsection, and every 5 years thereafter, the Administrator shall submit to the Committee on 

Small Business and Entrepreneurship of the Senate and the Committee on Small Business of the 

House of Representatives a report on the results of each study under paragraph (1) conducted 

during the 5-year period ending on the date of the report. 




