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Latest news

PRESS RELEASE
Olivia and Liam Reign Supreme
Olivia and Liam are once again America’s most popular baby names, with 2023 being the fifth consecutive year that parents

have chosen the monikers for their little ones. Also for the fifth consecutive year, Noah took the second slot for boys, and

Emma for girls. Only one new name appeared in...

Visit our Communications Corner

Stay on top of the latest Social Security news for the media, advocate community, and the public.






Freedom Of Information Act (FOIA)

Your Access To Social Security Administration Information

Guide To The FOIA

The FOIA allows members of the public to request records from Federal agencies. At the Social
Security Administration (SSA), we are committed to promoting transparency and openness in
government while balancing the need to protect certain information from release.

From the left-side menu, learn more about how the FOIA is processed at SSA at our “The FOIA at SSA”
page and our FOIA data on our “Reports” page. To make a FOIA request for agency records and learn
about the fees, go to our “Make a FOIA Request” page. To learn about the agency’s Privacy Program,
go to our “Protecting Your Privacy” page. Click the arrows below for information on our most popular
topics.

Search SSA's Available Records

The FOIA does not require SSA to provide records in response to a FOIA request when the
information requested is already publicly available. Please review information the agency provides
throughout ssa.gov, such as:

e Electronic FOIA Reading Room
o Proactive Disclosures
o SSA Statistics
o Social Security Laws, Regulations, and Policies
o Leaflets about our benefits programs
e Press Office:
o Press releases
o Reports
e Answers to frequently asked questions.

Visit our Open Government portal for datasets and information to help answer your questions about
our programs and operations.

Need your own record or the record of another living person?



Please see the following pages: Submit a Privacy Act Request for Your or Another Person’s Records
and Electronic Request for Consent to Disclose.

Searching for a deceased person’s records?

Earnings Records - If you are seeking a deceased person’s earnings records, please follow the
instructions to complete Form SSA-7050-F4 available at: https://www.ssa.gov/forms/ssa-7050.pdf
and mail it to the address on the form along with the applicable fee and other evidentiary
documents, as required.

Original Application for a Social Security Card (SS-5)_.and/or Numident — Please view the instructions

available at "Request a copy of Deceased Person’s Original Application for a Social Security Card (SS-
5) or Numident Record”

Claim File - To request a copy of a deceased person’s claim file, please visit your local office. Please
be aware that we ordinarily destroy claim files several years after the final decision on the claim.
Sometimes we can recall a claim file from our program service center or a Federal Records Center.
Documents in a claim file may include applications for benefits, military records, marriage records,
and birth and death records. However, information about living individuals found in the claim file
will be deleted. The field office will determine the applicable fees.

What records are generally not released?

The FOIA does not require agencies to disclose all records. Some examples of records we may not
disclose are:

e Classified records;

¢ Information that is confidential by law;

e Internal personnel rules;

e Personal information about living people;

e Records of investigations; or

e Trade secrets or confidential financial information.












GS-1 through GS-8 $16.00

GS-9 through GS-14 $33.00

GS-15 or above $59.00

Mail In FOIA Requests

It is easy to make a written FOIA request by mail. You do not need a form. We process FOIA
requests in two locations, depending on the type of request. Mark both the envelope and its
contents: “FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST" or “INFORMATION REQUEST.” Be sure to
include your name and address on your request. It is a good idea to include a daytime phone
number or e-mail address in case we need to contact you about your request. Do not include a
return envelope.

Mail your request to:

Social Security Administration
Office of Privacy and Disclosure
G-401 WHR

6401 Security Boulevard
Baltimore, Maryland 21235

Please use Form SSA-711  to request a deceased person’s SS-5; however this form is not required.
You may also mail your request to:

Social Security Administration
OEIO FOIA Workgroup

6100 Wabash Ave.

P.O. Box 33022

Baltimore, Maryland 21290-3022

Please use Form SSA-714  to pay by credit card.
Make checks or money orders payable to the Social Security Administration.

DO NOT SEND CASH









Social Security

Create an Account or Sign In

[Z Create an account with Login.gov

Sign in with * LOGIN.GOV

Sign in with [D.me

Learn more

[ Sign in with Social Security Username

For accounts created before September
18, 2021

© Don't know which option to sign in with?

Are you now, or have you ever been a
victim of domestic violence? Identity theft?
Do you have other concerns?

You can contact us to block electronic
access to your information at any time, for
any reason.
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Social Security

Terms of Service

| understand that ssa.gov contains U.S. Government information.

| consent to the monitoring and recording of my use of Social Security online services,
including any electronic communications.

| understand that it is a federal crime to:

o Give false or misleading statements to obtain information in Social Security records;
o Give false or misleading information to obtain or alter Social Security benefits; or
o Deceive the Social Security Administration about an individual's identity.

| understand that unauthorized use of Social Security online services is a
misrepresentation of my identity to the federal government and could subject me to
criminal or civil penalties, or both.

| understand that the Social Security Administration may stop me from using Social
Security online services online if it finds or suspects misuse.

| accept that the responsibility to properly protect any information provided to me by the
Social Security Administration is mine and that | am the responsible party should any
information on or from my computer or other device be improperly disclosed.

[ () | agree to the Terms of Service

Next

[ Exit




We need to capture the following information to serve you better.

First Name*
Prefix - Select --- v
Middle Name Last Name*
Street 1
Suffix --- Select --- ¥
Street 2 City
State (Other)
i --- Select --- .
Zip Code Country* --- Select --- v
Phone el I
B Requester
O
rganization Category* s Solactiss v
Fax
Language --- Select --- v

Social Security Administration  SSA Website PBrivacy Policy.












The fee for a copy of the SS-5 is $30.00; the fee for a copy of the Numident record is $28.00. Certification is $10.00 per
record.
* We will not process your request without payment.
* If you are not directed to pay.gov to provide payment information, you have not selected the correct Request Type to receive a copy of
a deceased individual's SS-5 or Numident record.

Willing to Pay All Fees O

Decedent SS-5 and Decedent Numident Requests: There are set fees for the SS-5 and Numident requests for a
deceased individual. Payment is required if you are requesting a deceased individual’s SS-5 or Numident. If you are not
redirected to a page to submit payment, you have submitted your request incorrectly.

For more information about fee waivers on other FOIA requests, please see the Code of Federal Regulations Section
02.185 . : f f R L )
Fee Waiver Requested O

Fee Waiver Request Reason

Expedite Information

We provide expedited processing when the request:
* Involves an imminent threat to a person’s life or physical safety or made by a member of the media to obtain
information that the public has an urgent need to know, and the records would cover actual or alleged Federal
Government activity.

If you think we should expedite your request, you must explain why in your request. Within 10 days from the date of
your request, we will decide whether we will expedite it and notify you of our decision.

For more information, please see the Code of Federal Regulations Section 402.140. How a request for a record is processed.

Expedite Requested O

Expedite Reason

Mailing Address

et | e

City* . State*
Baltimore Maryland

Country* Zip Code*

United States

Social Security Administration  SSA Website Privacy Policy.





