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Information Collection Request

Title: Materials Management Information Collection Request
OMB Control Number: 2050-NEW
EPA ICR Number: 2789.01
Abstract: The Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery’s Resource Conservation and Sustainability Division (RCSD) requires the ability to collect information from new Bipartisan Infrastructure Law grant recipients, formally known as the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), in a consistent and timely manner. Additionally, information is necessary to implement sustainable materials management, an approach fundamental to RCSD’s mission with authority under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). This hybrid generic information collection request (ICR) establishes the framework over the life of this ICR to implement information collection activities under these authorities.
Supporting Statement B

1.    RESPONDENT UNIVESE AND SAMPLE DESIGN

The respondent universe and sample designs presented in this request are for all possible information collection activities. In addition to the entities described below, representatives from such entities and the general population may also be invited to participate in moderated focus group discussions. We include an estimate of the number of these individuals in the summary of total potential responders (Table 6).  

States, Territories, and DC
Under this clearance, brief reports and surveys may be administered to or by U.S. states, territories, and DC. These reports and surveys will be administered to the entire universe of states, territories, and DC and sampling techniques will not be used. As shown in Table 1, there are 50 states, 5 territories, and DC with a permanent, nonmilitary population.

Table 1.	Number of U.S. States and Territories 
	Category
	Number

	States (plus DC)
	51

	Territories
	5

	TOTAL
	56



Communities of U.S. States and Territories
For the Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling (SWIFR) grants authorized under Section 302(a) of the Save our Seas Act 2.0, brief reports will be submitted to EPA by communities of the U.S. states and territories to examine activities and dispersal of resources. EPA considers counties, cities, towns, parishes, and similar units of governments that have executive and legislative functions to be communities of states and territories. Local governments are generally political subdivisions of states and differ from state and federal governments in that their authority is not based directly on a constitution. Other entities (e.g., state or territorial institutions of higher education, special districts, housing authorities) must provide documentation that the state or territory in which they are located considers them to be a political subdivision of the state for the purposed of the grant program. Quarterly progress reports and a final report will be submitted by communities that have received EPA grant funding, which include 25 entities. 

Cities, Towns, and Municipalities
Under this clearance, brief surveys and forms may be administered by the EPA to a sample of U.S. cities and municipalities to collect data that has not been aggregated or collected at the state level. Since each new survey or form will have unique analytical requirements, it is not possible to specify the exact form of the sample design that will be appropriate and efficient for a particular study. This can only be done after the study objectives and data requirements have been clearly delineated.

The frame to be used to select the required sample will be constructed from the most recent U.S. Census data available at the time. As of this submission, the most current data available is for 2022. As shown in Table 3, approximately, 19,500 incorporated cities and towns in the U.S. are tracked by the Census Bureau. 

Table 3.	Number of U.S. Incorporated Places by Population Threshold
	Population Threshold
	Number of incorporated places*

	Greater than 50,000
	780

	5,000 – 50,000
	3,900

	500 – 5,000
	8,620

	Fewer than 500
	6,200

	TOTAL
	19,500


* Counts are approximate
Source: Toukabri, Amel and Lauren Medina. 2020, May 21. “Latest City and Town Population Estimates of the Decade Show Three-Fourths of the Nation’s Incorporated Places Have Fewer Than 5,000 People”. U.S Census Bureau. https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2020/05/america-a-nation-of-small-towns.html.

Tribal Nations and Intertribal Consortia 
Under this clearance, brief grant reports, surveys and forms may be administered to or by Tribes in the U.S. There are currently 574 federally recognized Tribes in the United States, according to an annual list published by the Department of the Interior[footnoteRef:3]. Since each new survey or form will have unique analytical requirements, it is not possible to specify the exact form of the sample design that will be appropriate and efficient for a particular study. This can only be done after the study objectives and data requirements have been clearly delineated. [3:  Federally recognized Tribes, including Alaskan Native Villages as defined in Public Law 92-203, and former Indian reservations in Oklahoma, as determined by the Secretary of the Interior: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/29/2021-01606/indian-entities-recognized-by-and-eligible-to-receive-services-from-the-united-states-bureau-of.] 


In addition to the federally recognized Tribes, intertribal consortia, consistent with the requirements in 40 CFR 35.504(a) are also eligible to receive SWIFR grants. Grant reports will be submitted by Tribal entities receiving EPA grant funding. In cases where Tribal entities are receiving EPA grant funding, grant reports will be submitted by the 59 grant selectees which have been made for these SWIFR grants.

Waste Generators
Under this clearance, brief surveys and forms may be administered to facilities that generate waste, particularly food and plastic waste. As show in Table 4, there are 746,584 facilities that could be surveyed. Note, this list is not representative of all waste generation activities. Since each new survey or form will have unique analytical requirements, it is not possible to specify the exact form of the sample design that will be appropriate and efficient for a particular study. This can only be done after the study objectives and data requirements have been clearly delineated. As a practical matter, however, given the very large number of crop production and food service/beverage establishments, we assume that no more than 50% (25,611) and 10% (69,427) of those populations respectively would be surveyed, regardless of the sampling approach. Thus, the relevant estimated universe of generators is 96,133. 


Table 4.	Number of U.S. Waste Generating Facilities
	Facility Type
	Number 

	Plastic & Resin Manufacturing
	1,095

	Crop Production (Private Industry)
	51,222

	Food Services and Drinking Places (Private Industry)
	694,267

	TOTAL
	746,584


Sources: 2023, January 11. “Plastic & Resin Manufacturing in the US – Number of Businesses 2003 – 2029”. IBIS World. https://www.ibisworld.com/industry-statistics/number-of-businesses/plastic-resin-manufacturing-united-states/.
“Industries at a Glance Crop Production: NAICS 111”. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. https://www.bls.gov/iag/tgs/iag111.htm accessed June 23, 2023.
“Industries at a Glance Food Services and Drinking Places: NAICS 722”. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. https://www.bls.gov/iag/tgs/iag722.htm accessed June 23, 2023. 


Waste Management Facilities
Under this clearance, brief surveys or forms may be administered to facilities connected to the waste management and recycling industry. As shown in Table 5, there are 29,792 industry facilities. 

Table 5.	Number of U.S. Waste Management and Recycling Industry Facilities
	Facility Type
	Number 

	Waste Collection Services
	8,307

	Recycling
	1,074

	Recyclable Material Wholesaling
	17,694

	Composting[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Reflects facilities associated with composition/anerobic digestion as defined by the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) code 325315, “Compost Manufacturing”] 

	327

	Anaerobic Digester Facilities
	2,390

	TOTAL
	29,792


Sources: 2023, January 10. ”Recycling Facilities in the US – Number of Businesses 2005 – 2029”. IBIS World. https://www.ibisworld.com/industry-statistics/number-of-businesses/recycling-facilities-united-states/.
2023, January 25. “Waste Collection Services in the US – Number of Businesses 2004 – 2029”. IBIS World. https://www.ibisworld.com/industry-statistics/number-of-businesses/waste-collection-services-united-states/.
2023, February 21. “Recyclable Material Wholesaling Industry in the US – Market Research Report”. IBIS World. https://www.ibisworld.com/united-states/market-research-reports/recyclable-material-wholesaling-industry/.
“NAICS Code Description: 325315 – Compost Manufacturing”. NAICS Association. https://www.naics.com/naics-code-description/?code=325315&v=2022 accessed June 15, 2023.
2023, March 2. “Biogas Market Snapshot”. American Biogas Council. https://americanbiogascouncil.org/biogas-market-snapshot/. 

Additional Responders
Grantees for the Recycling Education and Outreach (REO) grant program will include nonprofit organizations and public-private partnerships. EPA has selected 25 grantees from the list of eligible applicants:
· a State;
· a unit of local government;
· an Indian Tribe (as defined in section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304));
· a Native Hawaiian organization (as defined in section 6207 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7517));
· the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands;
· the Office of Hawaiian Affairs;
· a nonprofit organization; or
· a public-private partnership.

Total Potential Responders
Table 6 summarizes the total universe of potential responders. 

Table 6.	Total Universe of Potential Responders
	Category
	Number 

	Potential Focus Group Participants
	180

	States and Territories
	56

	Communities of U.S. States and Territories
	25

	Cities and Municipalities
	19,500

	Federally Recognized Native American Tribes and Intertribal Consortia
	634

	Waste Generating Facilities
	96,133

	Waste Management and Recycling Facilities
	29,792

	Additional Responders
	25

	TOTAL
	146,345



2.    STATISTICAL METHODOLOGY 

Statistical methods for sampling and analysis purposes will be specific to the survey population and context. First, where the number of entities is small (relatively), a census may be conducted. Where the number of entities is large, standard random, or stratified random sampling methods will be used to reduce burden and conserve resources. Collected data may be summarized using standard summary statistics and measures of central tendency, as well as cross-tabs or correlations as appropriate. When sampling techniques are employed, data may be raked/weighted to better reflect the population parameters.

In some cases, where there is a need to extrapolate findings, or understand the relationship between collected measures and additional variables, standard statistical models may be used. These are most likely to be standard OLS regressions, but may include models for binary, ordered or count outcomes (e.g., logit, ordered probit, and poisson or negative binomial models). 

In the scenario where statistical methods are used, methodology will be described in each individual information collection.


3.    METHODS FOR MAXIMIZING THE RESPONSE RATE

Methods for maximizing the response rate will be determined on an activity-by-activity basis. Standard best practices will be used such as advanced contact and regular follow-up around collections; clear, concise, well-designed and formatted/branded questionnaires; and on-line administration to facilitate participation/response and minimize burden.


4.    TESTS OF PROCEDURES AND METHODS

Tests of procedures and methods will follow standard best practices in survey research and statistics and will vary depending on size, complexity, and subject matter of the collection. In addition to advance consultation with relevant experts and some members of the subject population, RCSD may use interviews and focus groups to inform survey design and to test and refine survey materials. For collections that are more elaborate or where there is uncertainty regarding the nature and distribution of responses or response rates, small-scale pre-tests or pilots may be used to ensure that the final survey is appropriately scaled and targeted.

5.    REVIEWING STATISTICIANS

In developing this ICR, EPA consulted with experts in economics, statistics and survey research at Industrial Economics, Inc. As information collection activities are developed, EPA will consult with technical experts appropriate for the size, complexity, and topic of each activity. 
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