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USDA's AWIC: Meeting the Requirements of the Animal 
Welfare Act

Description The Animal Welfare Information Center (AWIC) teaches a free, two-day 

workshop ONLINE for individuals who work with animals in research, teaching,

testing, and exhibition and are interested in learning how to find 3Rs 

alternatives (replacement, reduction, and refinement of animal use) 

information.

About the Workshop:

The Animal Welfare Act (AWA) regulations require principal investigators to 

provide Institutional Animal Care and Use Committees (IACUCs) with 

documentation demonstrating that their activities do not unnecessarily duplicate 

previous experiments and that alternatives to procedures that may cause more 

than momentary pain or distress to the animals have been considered (9 C.F.R.

§ 2.31 (d)(1)(ii-iii) (2023)). One way to meet this federal mandate is through an 

alternatives literature search.

The objectives of the workshop are to provide:

- An overview of the AWA and its regulations;

- An introduction to AWIC and other 3Rs organizations;

- A review of the 3Rs alternatives concept;

- Guidance for where to find 3Rs literature and resources;

Instruction on database literature searching techniques (e.g. search syntax); and

- A demonstration of an alternatives literature search.

This workshop is for researchers/principal investigators, IACUC members, 

veterinarians, animal care staff, information specialists, librarians, animal use 

program administrators, and others working with animals in research, teaching, 

testing, or exhibition.
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Email Address*

This field is required.

Address

City

Country/Region*

Zip/Postal Code

State/Province*

Organization*

Job Title*

Are you an Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee member?*

If so, what is your role?

Are you a Principal Investigator/researcher?*

What would you like to learn/take away from the Workshop?*

Is there anything you want us to specifically address or scenarios you want us to cover (i.e. 

trouble finding specific 3Rs literature, implementing 3Rs, AWA regulation questions, etc.)?*

Information you provide when registering will be shared with the account owner 

(https://support.zoom.us/hc/en- us/articles/360059564372-In-Product-Privacy-Notifications) and host and can

be used and shared by them in accordance with their Terms and Privacy Policy.
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Register

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a collection of information unless it 
displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information 
collection is 0518-0033. The time required to complete this information collection is 
estimated to average 3 minutes per response due to the averaging of check boxes and 
text fields. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this 
collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the following 
address: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service, Research, 
Education, Economics, Administrative Financial Management, Information Technology 
Services Division, 5601 Sunnyside Ave., Beltsville, MD 20705 (0584-0033). Do not return 
the completed form to this address.


