
Request for Approval under the “USDA Generic Clearance for Fellowships, Scholarships, Internships, and Training”

(OMB Control Number: 0503-0031)

1. TITLE OF INFORMATION COLLECTION: 
Provide the name of the information collection. 

1890 Scholars e-Application

2. USDA AGENCY/OFFICE: 
Provide the name of the USDA agency/office responsible for managing the fellowship/scholarship/internship/training program.
 
Office of Partnerships and Public Engagement, Education Initiatives Division

3. PROGRAM NAME: 
Provide the name of the fellowship/scholarship/internship/training program. 
1890 National Scholars 

4. PURPOSE:  
Provide a brief description of the purpose of this collection and how it will be used. If this is part of a larger study or effort, please include this in your explanation.

This electronic application will be used to collect applicant information for the purposes of selecting scholars to participate in the program on an annual basis. This application will help to modernize the application process and provide streamlining both for applicants and program staff/reviewers by reducing application requirements and providing one hub for data about each applicant.

5. DESCRIPTION OF RESPONDENTS:
Provide a brief description of the targeted group or groups for this collection of information. Respondents to a participant survey must have experience with the program.  

The target group for this collection is high school students in their Senior year, or college students in their Freshmen or Sophomore years. 
  
6. TYPE OF ACTIVITY: (Select one)
If you are requesting approval of other instruments under the generic, you must complete a form for each instrument.

[ x ] Application 	
[  ] Participant Survey

Description of Activity: 
How will you collect the information? (Check all that apply)
[ x ] Web-based form 
[  ] Paper-based form 
[  ] In-person  
[  ] Other, Explain 

If Other, additional info: 


For Application: (Check all that apply)
[ x ] Personal Information (e.g., first name, last name, address, etc.) 
[ X ] Employment/Volunteer Information (e.g., name of current organization, start date, etc.) 
[ x ] Education Information (e.g., transcripts, name of current institution of education, expected graduation date, etc.) 
[ x ] Recommender/Reference Information (e.g., recommendation letters, work supervisor’s contact information, etc.)
[ x ] Demographic Information (e.g., gender, race/ethnicity, etc.)
[  ] Resume     
[ x ] Statement(s)/Essay(s)
[  ] Other, Explain

If Other, additional info: 

Application Description:
Explain who you expect will apply and this group’s connection to the Federal program / service. Generally describe the information collection activity – e.g. are you collecting resumes, letters of recommendation, transcripts?  What will respondents be asked?  

Respondents will be students interested in attending an 1890 institution and pursuing a career relevant to employment at USDA. 

Section 1: Biographical Information requires the applicant to include biographical information such as their name, address, age, etc.

Section 2: Education, requires educational background information such as grade point average, name of the academic institution they are currently attending and declared major, transcripts, the names of the academic institutions to which they are applying or have been accepted, what course of study they are pursuing, etc. 

Section 3: SAT/ACT Scores requests the applicant to upload any relevant test scores.

Section 4: Work experience, Extracurricular Activities, and Volunteering Opportunities provides the opportunity for an applicant to list any paid or unpaid work experience in the prior 4 years. 

Section 5: Essays, invites the applicant to complete two (2) essays of 250-500 words with the following prompts:
a. How will the USDA 1890 National Scholarship support your career aspirations? If there is a particular mission area within USDA that also supports your career aspirations, please indicate that mission area.
b. What factors have influenced your decision to pursue academic studies in agriculture, food, natural resource sciences, or a related discipline?

Section 6: Agency Preferences is an optional section in which the applicant may indicate a preference for up to three (3) USDA agency placements, and three (3) areas of career interest.

Section 7: Professional or Academic Reference(s) requires the names, titles/positions, phone numbers, and email addresses of three (3) references that may be contacted when reviewing the application.

Section 8: Application Review and Certification requires that the applicant to certify that they have reviewed their application, that all the information is correct to the best of their knowledge, and that they have read and agree to the scholar agreement and continuing service agreement.

Section 9: Demographic Questions, requests that applicants provide optional demographic information for the purposes of program improvement.


7. GIFTS OR PAYMENTS:
Is an incentive (e.g., money or reimbursement of expenses, token of appreciation) provided to participants?  
[  ] Yes [ X ] No  

8. IS THE AGENCY ASKING ANY QUESTIONS OF A SENSITIVE NATURE? 
If yes, provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private.  Include the reasons justifying why the agency considers the questions necessary, the specific uses to be made of the information, the explanation to be given to persons from whom the information is requested, and any steps to be taken to obtain their consent.
[  ] Yes  [ x ] No

If Yes, additional info:

9. CERTIFICATION

I certify the following to be true: 
1. The collections are voluntary;
2. The collections are low-burden for respondents (based on considerations of total burden hours or burden-hours per respondent) and are low-cost for both the respondents and the Federal Government;
3. The collections are non-controversial and do not raise issues of concern to other Federal agencies;
4. Any collection is targeted to the solicitation of opinions from respondents who have experience with the program or may have experience with the program in the near future;
5. Personally identifiable information (PII) is collected only to the extent necessary and is not retained;
6. Information gathered is intended to be used for general service improvement and program management purposes; and

Name: Samantha Trumbull (OPPE Program Improvement Specialist)
 
Email address: Samantha.trumbull@usda.gov


10. BURDEN HOURS

	Category of Respondent 
	No. of Respondents
	Participation Time
	Burden
Hours

	Individuals
	2000
	180
	6000

	Totals
	
	
	



Please make sure that all instruments, instructions, and scripts are submitted with the request.

All instruments used to collect information must include:
OMB Control No. 0503-0031
Expiration Date: XX/XX/XXXX

Instructions for completing Request for Approval under the “USDA Generic Clearance for Fellowships, Scholarships, Internships, and Training””

1. TITLE OF INFORMATION COLLECTION:  Provide the name of the collection that is the subject of the request. (e.g.  Comment card for soliciting feedback on xxxx)

2. USDA AGENCY/OFFICE: Provide the name of the USDA mission area/agency/office responsible for managing the fellowship/scholarship/internship/training program (e.g., Office of Partnerships and Public Engagement, Foreign Agricultural Service). 

3. PROGRAM NAME: Provide the name of the fellowship/scholarship/internship/training program (e.g., 1890 National Scholars program, Cochran Fellowship program).

4. PURPOSE:  Provide a brief description of the purpose of this collection and how it will be used.  If this is part of a larger study or effort, please include this in your explanation.

5. DESCRIPTION OF RESPONDENTS: Provide a brief description of the targeted group or groups for this collection of information.  These groups must have experience with the program.

6. TYPE OF ACTIVITY: Check one box.  If you are requesting approval of other instruments under the generic, you must complete a form for each instrument.

7. GIFTS OR PAYMENTS:  If you answer yes to the question, please describe the incentive and provide a justification for the amount.

8. IS THE AGENCY ASKING ANY QUESTIONS OF A SENSITIVE NATURE? 
If yes, provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private.  Include the reasons justifying why the agency considers the questions necessary, the specific uses to be made of the information, the explanation to be given to persons from whom the information is requested, and any steps to be taken to obtain their consent.

9. CERTIFICATION:  Please read the certification carefully.  If you incorrectly certify, the collection will be returned as improperly submitted or it will be disapproved.

10. BURDEN HOURS: 
Category of Respondents:  Identify who you expect the respondents to be in terms of the following categories: (1) Individuals or Households;(2) Private Sector; (3) State, local, or tribal governments; or (4) Federal Government.  Only one type of respondent can be selected per row. 
No. of Respondents:  Provide an estimate of the Number of respondents.
Participation Time:  Provide an estimate of the amount of time required for a respondent to participate (e.g. fill out a survey or participate in a focus group)
Burden:  Provide the Annual burden hours:  Multiply the Number of responses and the participation time and divide by 60.
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