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Manureshed Focus Group Briefing Paper
Compensation: Your participation here today is appreciated more than we could hope to provide through direct compensation. As a token of our gratitude, we will provide lunch.
Today’s objectives: The main objective for today is to increase understanding of your knowledge and experiences related to manure recycling, so they can be translated for researchers and policy makers, as well as to other farmers and natural resource managers. Our focus will be on the following:
1. Current manure management including any challenges faced
2. Manure usage to grow crops including any challenges faced
3. Potential areas for improvement
4. Barriers to, and opportunities for, more efficient collaborative approaches to manure recycling

Rules of Engagement
1. This session will be transcribed into notes, with names changed to anonymous participant identifiers such as “Farmer1”. Once the sessions are transcribed, the recordings will be deleted. The session is recorded to ensure the notes correctly capture your meaning.
2. You are asked to treat this session as a private meeting. You are welcome to discuss any ideas, potential solutions, or the project in general, but please do not share any information specific to an individual or their farm or business.
3. Any example or scenario discussed should be conceptualized as a hypothetical farm or business, even if the example uses maps or resources from a specific farm or business.
4. Out of respect, please refrain from interrupting others.
5. Feel free to be honest even when your responses counter those of other group members.
6. Additional rules of engagement as suggested by participants: 	

Resources
1. Informational resources: The maps and other figures to be presented here were developed from the data in publicly available agricultural databases and state-curated Nutrient Management Plans. They are intended to facilitate conversations or demonstrate a concept. Any of these materials can be used as a conversational tool, but everyone should appreciate that these are presented as hypothetical. Please note, this is NOT in any way an assessment of a farm’s regulatory compliance.
2. Human resources: The team of researchers convened for this project includes members with capacity to inform policy-making. One of the benefits of participation is the opportunity to share your on-the-ground knowledge of how the policies related to manure and nutrient management in a way that informs those that shape these policies. The gathering of people with different roles in manure and nutrient management hopefully provides an opportunity to collectively identify previously unidentified opportunities and ideas for improvement.

3. Manureshed Glossary
· Manureshed: The lands geographically and economically connected to animal feeding operations where surplus manure nutrients from the operations can be recycled to meet environmental, economic and social goals. A manureshed can be managed on a single farm, among farms, among counties, or among regions.
· Circular manureshed: A manureshed in which surplus nutrients are specifically targeted to grow crops to feed the animals that produce the surplus manure nutrients
· Assimilative capacity: Ability of crops or forages to take up and remove nutrients applied from a unit of land
· Nutrient sink: A land unit that requires additional nutrients for cropping or range
· Nutrient source: A land unit with manure nutrients in excess of the assimilative capacity of crops or range on the unit
· Collaborative manureshed management: Cooperative approaches to redistributing manure nutrients from nutrient source to nutrient sink
· [This glossary is intended to assuage any feelings of frustration or uncertainty. As participants ask questions, this glossary will be expanded to meet this objective.]
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