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Manureshed Focus Group Consent Form

Purpose You have been invited to participate in a focus group sponsored by a collaboration among The Foundation for Food and Agricultural Research, United States Department of Agriculture, New Mexico State University, Colorado State University, and University of Minnesota. The purpose is to better understand decision-making related to nutrient management, including the use of manure.

Researchers The primary researchers in [New Mexico] are Dr. Sheri Spiegal or USDA-ARS Jornada Experimental Range and Dr. Frannie Miller with NMSU- Agricultural Economics & Agricultural Business.

Procedure As part of this study, you will be placed in a group of up to 10 individuals in a meeting that lasts up to 2 hours. A moderator will ask you several questions while facilitating the discussion.

You can choose whether to participate in the focus group, and you may stop at any time during the course of the study. Your decision to participate or not has no bearing on relationships with research team members, USDA, NMSU or anyone else affiliated with the project. Please note that there are no right or wrong answers to focus group questions. Out of respect, please refrain from interrupting others. However, feel free to be honest even when your responses counter those of other group members.

This session will be recorded in order to capture your input correctly. Once this is transcribed (within 2 months of today) the recording will be deleted. Your name and identifying characteristics of your [farm/job] will be removed in the transcribed notes.

You can decline to answer any question by simply saying, “pass.” You may also leave the session at any point, even after you sign this form indicating your willingness to participate.

Protecting Your Privacy Should you choose to participate, you will be asked to respect the privacy of other focus group members by not disclosing any content discussed during the study. During the focus group, all maps and other materials will be presented as hypothetical or “typical”; any sharing about specific locations or situations will be interpreted as part of a hypothetical exercise. Researchers within USDA ARS and NMSU Agricultural Economics & Agricultural Business will analyze the data, but—as stated above— no names will be included in any reports. As approved through New Mexico State University’s Institutional Review Board [insert IRB# here once approved], the session will be audio-recorded for accurate transcription. Recordings will be deleted in two months, or when transcription is finalized, whichever comes first. You will be listed as a participant role and number, but no names will be included in either the stored notes, reports, or articles.

Data and Findings Will Be Shared Information from this session will be stored for a minimum of five-years on computers and applications protected by [university] or USDA Information Technology security systems. The information obtained will be used for academic publications,
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posters, and news articles. Findings may be shared through academic and industry presentations. Data may also be used for a student thesis and/or dissertation.

Benefits and Risks Your participation may have wide-ranging benefits to natural resource management and to farmers specifically by helping to identify opportunities to distribute manure more efficiently. No risks are anticipated beyond those experienced during an average conversation about nutrient management on farming operations.

Compensation There is no compensation for your participation. We will have lunch available after the focus group session in appreciation of your time and insight.

Contact If you have any questions or concerns regarding this study, please contact:
Sheri Spiegal, USDA Agricultural Research Service – Sheri.Spiegal@usda.gov (575) 646-7018 Frannie Miller, New Mexico State University – franniem@nmsu.edu 575-646-1162.
If you have any concerns about the research, you please contact the Institutional Review Board office of New Mexico State University at (575) 646-7177 or at ric_admin@nmsu.edu.
Agree to Participate Signing below, and remaining in the meeting, provides consent for participation in this research project:

Printed Name	Signature	Date
