Justification of Change Worksheet
OMB Vegetable and Specialty Crops
OMB No. 0581-0178

Marketing Orders:
No. 945 Irish potatoes grown in designated counties in Idaho, and Malheur County, Oregon;
No. 955 Vidalia onions grown in Georgia;
No. 956 Sweet onions grown in the Walla Walla Valley of southeast Washington and northeast Oregon;
No. 959 Onions grown in south Texas; No. 981, Almonds grown in California;
No. 982 Hazelnuts grown in Oregon and Washington; and
No. 989 Raisins produced from grapes grown in California.

September 2024

This Justification for Change seeks OMB’s approval on corrections to two forms that are part of OMB No. 0581-0178: Irish potatoes grown in certain designated counties in Idaho, and Malheur County, Oregon, Marketing Order No. 945 (7 CFR part 945); Vidalia onions grown in Georgia, Marketing Order No. 955 (7 CFR part 955); Sweet onions grown in the Walla Walla Valley of southeast Washington and northeast Oregon, Marketing Order No. 956 (7 CFR part 956); Onions grown in south Texas, Marketing Order No. 959 (7 CFR part 959); Almonds grown in California, Marketing Order No. 981 (7 CFR part 981); Hazelnuts grown in Oregon and Washington, Marketing Order No. 982 (7 CFR part 982); Raisins produced from grapes grown in California, Marketing Order No. 989 (7 CFR part 989).  Growers from each industry use these forms to cast votes ballots for their respective industry to express either support for or opposition to the continuance referendum conducted by the Agricultural Marketing Service.

The following two forms currently reference a specific commodity, “spearmint oil.”  This reference is incorrect and must be removed. MDD recommends its removal to reduce confusion by the respondents who use these forms to submit a ballot as part of a continuance referendum vote. Removing the reference to ‘spearmint oil’ will not affect the burden hours for the growers completing these forms.
  
1) Producer Continuance Referendum Ballot, SC-60 (§§ 945.83, 955.71, 956.85, 959.84, 981.90, 982.86, and 989.91): Independent growers fill this form with the respective Committee or Board to report monthly quantities of off-grade raisins or raisin material that were received. 

2) Cooperative Member Continuance Referendum Ballot, SC-60A (§§ 945.83, 956.85, 981.90, 982.86, and 989.91): Cooperative member growers fill this form with the respective Committee or Board to report monthly quantities of off-grade raisins or raisin material that were received. 

This Justification for Change also seeks OMB’s approval on corrections to two additional forms that are part of OMB No. 0581-0178, raisins grown in California, Marketing Order No. 989 (7 CFR part 989).  The Raisin Administrative Committee (Committee) uses these forms to locally administer the Federal marketing order for California raisins under the Agricultural Marketing Service’s oversight.

The following two forms currently contain the penalty violation amount of “$3,147” which reflects an outdated, incorrect value. During a recent compliance audit on the Committee performed by the Market Development Division’s Compliance and Enforcement Branch (CEB), CEB recommended that the Committee update the penalty violation amount listed on these forms to the correct amount of $3,501. Making this change from $3,147 to $3,501 will provide form users the correct penalty violation amount and will not affect the burden hours for the processors and handlers completing these forms.
  
3) Processor’s Report of Acquisition of Off-Grade Raisins, RAC-28 (§ 989.173(b)(6)):  Processors file this form with the Committee to report monthly quantities of off-grade raisins or raisin material that were received. 

4) Weekly Off-Grade Summary, RAC-30 (§ 989.173(b)(5)):  Handlers file this form with the Committee to report weekly quantities of off-grade raisins received by the handler for reconditioning.

