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Collections of Information Employing Statistical Methods


1 .  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any sampling or other respondent selection method to be used.  Data on the number of entities (e.g., establishments, State and local government units, households, or persons) in the universe covered by the collection and in the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form for the universe as a whole and for each of the strata in the proposed sample.  Indicate expected response rates for the collection as a whole.  If the collection had been conducted previously, include the actual response rate achieved during the last collection.

Response: Section 1927(g)(3)(D) of the Social Security Act (the Act) requires each State to submit an annual report on the operation of its Medicaid Drug Utilization Review (DUR) program. Such reports are to include: descriptions of the nature and scope of the prospective and retrospective DUR programs; a summary of the interventions used in retrospective DUR and an assessment of the education program; a description of DUR Board activities; and an assessment of the DUR program’s impact on quality of care as well as any cost savings generated by the program.  Pursuant to 42 C.F.R. § 438.3 (s), Medicaid managed care programs must also submit to CMS an annual report on the operation of its DUR program activities for that Federal Fiscal Year (FFY).

2.  Describe the procedures for the collection of information including:

-  Statistical methodology for stratification and sample selection,

-  Estimation procedure,

-  Degree of accuracy needed for the purpose described in the justification,

-  Unusual problems requiring specialized sampling procedures, and

-  Any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data collection cycles to reduce burden.

Response: All state FFS and MCE Medicaid programs are required by regulation to annually submit the DUR survey to CMS.   

3.  Describe methods to maximize response rates and to deal with issues of non-response.  The accuracy and reliability of information collected must be shown to be adequate for intended uses.  For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be provided for any collection that will not yield 'reliable' data that can be generalized to the universe studied.

Response:  There are no non-responses.  All state FFS and MCE Medicaid programs are required by regulation to annually submit the DUR survey to CMS.  

4.	Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken.  Testing is encouraged as an effective means of refining collections of information to minimize burden and improve utility.  Tests must be approved if they call for answers to identical questions from 10 or more respondents.  A proposed test or set of tests may be submitted for approval separately or in combination with the main collection of information.

Responses: N/A-Questions are required by regulation. 

5.	Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on statistical aspects of the design and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency.

Response:  N/A- State DUR survey responses are compiled and posted on Medicaid.gov.   CMS does not edit State responses, and what is submitted is what is posted.  The MDP contractor collates the information submitted into reports posted on Medicaid.gov.
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