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Greeting & Opening
	I am grateful to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) members for the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed policy changes concerning naturalization for former service members. My name is Daiwei Huang, and I am an immigrant and a soldier in the United States Army, currently serving in the reserve component. I earned my citizenship through my Army service and take great pride in being an American. Unfortunately, many service members currently serving in the military have yet to receive their citizenship due to the delay in processing their immigration paperwork, which includes N-426 and N-400. I am glad that the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) are making an effort to expedite the naturalization process by updating the current N-426 form. The men and women in uniform selflessly defend our nation, and we should do our best to care for them.
Analysis
	Section 328 and 329 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) grant for the accelerated naturalization of military members serving honorably in the U.S. armed forces. Under this provision, non-citizen members of the U.S. military who serve on Active Duty, Reserve Component, or in the National Guard are eligible for expedited citizenship.[footnoteRef:1] This proposed policy, “Request for Certification of Military or Naval Service,” is under OMB Control No: 1615-0053.[footnoteRef:2] It would add a Social Security Number (SSN) section to the N-426 form. The Privacy Act of 1974 grants federal agencies the authority to collect personal information, including SSNs.[footnoteRef:3] It is common knowledge that SSNs are essential for our personal and professional lives, and their functions include identity verification, employment eligibility verification, military service and benefits, etc. After the military personnel send their immigration application to the USCIS, the USCIS starts verifying the applicant's eligibility. By knowing the servicemember’s SSNs, the USCIS could accelerate the verification process and expedite the naturalization process.  [1: “Chapter 3 - Military Service during Hostilities (INA 329) | USCIS,” www.uscis.gov, March 22, 2023, https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-12-part-i-chapter-3.]  [2: “View Information Collection Request (ICR) Package,” Reginfo.gov, 2024, https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAViewICR?ref_nbr=202410-1615-004#section8_anchor.]  [3: U.S. Department of Justice, “Privacy Act of 1974,” Justice.gov, April 30, 2021, https://www.justice.gov/opcl/privacy-act-1974.] 

Alternatives
	To further refine the N-426 form, I suggested adding a new section allowing servicemembers to include additional government-issued identification, including foreign-issued IDs like their driver’s license and Voter ID. This would allow military members to provide as much information as possible, making the verification process quicker and smoother. 
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