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Organization: Association on Higher Education and Disability (AHEAD)

Introduction
The Association on Higher Education And Disability (AHEAD) welcomes the US Department of Education’s opportunity to comment on the 2020/25 Beginning Postsecondary Students (BPS:20/25) Full-Scale Study. As the premier professional membership association for individuals committed to equity for persons with disabilities in higher education, AHEAD strongly supports the administration of the BPS Study and offers recommendations, such as modifying disability and health condition-related questions and language, that would equip individuals with the necessary tools to provide support for all students, including students with disabilities. We thank you for seeking input and hope you consider the following ideas for the implementation and development of the BPS Study.
Comments and Recommendations
Continuation of the BPS Study
While the Department primarily seeks comments and recommendations addressing the 2020/25 version of the BPS Study, AHEAD highly encourages the continuation of the BPS Study through additional cohorts in 2025/30 and 2030/35. The BPS Study provides valuable information, such as the persistence and graduation rates of students with disabilities and allows organizations such as ours to learn how disability policies and practices have an impact over time.
Modifying disability and health-related questions in the BPS Study
For future iterations of the BPS Study, AHEAD strongly urges the Department to modify questions pertaining to disability and health conditions so that they reflect an updated understanding of how college students and disability service professionals typically conceptualize disability. Updated questions and language will allow for more input and clear information. For example, the following line of questioning within the BPS Study can be improved to reflect updated conceptualizations of disability:
· Many disability questions ask if a condition is “serious,” leading many students to not self-report because they do not believe their condition or disability is “serious.” This is an ongoing problem in getting students to use disability services, as many are led to believe their condition may not require such services.
· Questions addressing a student’s type of disability should provide clear details and categories. For example, “developmental disability” could account for autism and other intellectual disabilities, while “depression” should be listed as a “mental, emotional, and psychiatric condition.”
· Questions addressing students’ disabilities should allow students to pick up to three categories and denote multiple disabilities. As an example, one individual may live with dyslexia, depression, and ADHD, and therefore, the option to report on all of these should be accounted for.
· Terminology in the BPS Study should reflect the terminology used by postsecondary disability professionals, people with disabilities, and the ADA, eliminating language similar to special education categories or terms. Examples of terminology needing updates include:
· Using “Deaf or hard-of-hearing” instead of “Hearing impairment” (an offensive term to culturally Deaf people using ASL)
· Describing a disability as a “Physical, mental, or emotional” condition affecting “concentrating, remembering, or making decisions,” instead of using the ADA definition of disability
· Changing “Health impairment or problem” to “chronic illness or condition (e.g., eating disorder, AIDS or HIV, diabetes)” (or something similar)
· Denoting “autism” as its category
· Changing “developmental disability” to “intellectual disability (e.g., Down syndrome, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome)”

Questions addressing student services must be expanded
AHEAD urges the Department to include expanded questioning on disability services that students use. As an example, questions addressing student services should account for counseling services, TRIO programs, and disability or accessibility services. The inclusion of this information will account for more accurate information and allow colleges and universities to observe how their current practices are serving students with disabilities.
Inclusion of all postsecondary programs in College Navigator
The College Navigator tool from the National Center for Education Statistics allows students, parents, and high school counselors to obtain information on colleges and universities. To allow students with disabilities to make informed decisions about higher education programs, AHEAD recommends including students in Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs, which are currently included in College Navigator as a postsecondary option. We also recommend including students in dual enrollment programs and inclusive higher education programs.

Expanded degree attainment information within the BPS Study
To provide more clear information on how the higher education community is serving students with disabilities, AHEAD recommends the inclusion of additional categories of certification and licensure in terms of degree attainment information. The current iteration of the BPS Study accounts for an
Associate’s degree as the lowest category of degree an individual can access. However, certifications and licensure should be included in degree attainment questions as they can provide additional insight and information on how students with disabilities are transitioning from higher education into the workforce.
Conclusion
In conclusion, AHEAD appreciates the Department of Education’s commitment to ensuring the Beginning Postsecondary Students Full-Scale Study captures meaningful data that can improve support for all students, particularly those with disabilities. By refining disability and health condition-related questions and language, the BPS Study can better reflect the experiences and needs of this diverse population.
AHEAD remains dedicated to advancing equity in higher education and is eager to collaborate further to enhance the BPS Study’s impact. Thank you for considering our recommendations, and we look forward to seeing how these enhancements contribute to a more inclusive educational landscape.



Dear AHEAD,
Thank you for your interest in the 2020/25 Beginning Postsecondary Students (BPS:20/25) Full Scale Study and your comments on survey items related to conditions or disabilities that may impact the educational experiences of members of the BPS:20 cohort. As the third survey data collection with this longitudinal sample, it is important that NCES maintain consistency in the administration of items that are used for analysis of trends. The proposed changes to the disability measures would degrade analysts’ ability to compare data across the different longitudinal time points for this cohort, negatively affecting longitudinal trend analyses across the timeline of this cohort. However, AHEAD’s feedback on these items will provide value to NCES postsecondary surveys, including the future National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS) cross-sectional survey and potential longitudinal surveys, when updated questions can be used consistently, beginning with the initial survey data collection. 
NCES also appreciates your suggestions for new survey items, including questions about student disability services  at postsecondary institutions. However, the longitudinal nature of BPS again presents challenges in introducing these questions in the last follow-up. BPS survey items reference specific academic years and institutions and questions about  receipt of services related to disabilities would benefit from a baseline measure, beginning five years ago. The BPS:20/25 survey focuses on the final three academic years of attendance, not the first. NCES believes these questions are best implemented from the initial data collection with a new longitudinal cohort or for a cross-sectional study. 
Prior BPS studies have included certificates and licensures in degree attainment measures – please review the UGDEG* set of variables on PowerStats for the BPS:12/17 study which reports level of degree attainment. Other measures related to certification and licensure include whether these credentials are required for employment, and are represented in the JOBLIC* variables, also found on PowerStats. Both sets of variables are planned for release with future studies.
We also appreciate your suggestion for modifications that expand the type of institutions to be included in the College Navigator; however, updates to the College Navigator specifications are outside the scope of the submission. 
Sincerely,
David Richards, Ph.D.	
Program Officer, Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 
https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/bps/
National Center for Education Statistics, Sample Surveys Division: Longitudinal Survey Branch
Rm 4037, 550 12th St. SW, Washington DC 20202 | 202-245-6202 | David.Richards@ed.gov


Organization: EdTrust

EdTrust is a national nonprofit organization that is committed to advancing policies and practices to dismantle the racial and economic barriers embedded in the American education system. Through our research and advocacy, EdTrust improves equity in education from preschool through college, engages diverse communities dedicated to education equity and justice, and increases political and public will to build an education system where all students thrive.

EdTrust thanks the U.S. Department of Education (“the Department”) for the opportunity to comment on the call for comments on the 2020/25 Beginning Postsecondary Students (BPS:20/25) Full Scale Study. Our responses to the provided prompts are below:

1.	Is this collection necessary to the proper functions of the Department;

Yes, this collection is necessary to enable equity and accountability, monitor progress, promote transparency, and boost the use of evidence-based research. Understanding the return on investment of education at all levels has more of a focus today, and the 25 Beginning Postsecondary Students (BPS) survey provides insight into what student experiences may foster, or hinder persistence, and how certain experiences could shape employment outcomes. Data collection is crucial for identifying disparities in student experiences because the BPS is currently the only national data source on first-time students’ experiences during and after postsecondary. This information provides a clear understanding of where inequities exist and helps formulate evidence-based targeted interventions to ensure all students have equitable access to educational opportunities. Without comprehensive data, it would be challenging to measure progress toward equity goals or hold institutions accountable for closing achievement gaps effectively. Additionally, publication allows the public to have fair access to post- secondary data. Without the study, a significant gap would be created, because the information needed to understand the student progression to achieving a postsecondary degree would be more difficult for organizations and researchers to access.

2.	Will this information be processed and used in a timely manner;

Yes, regular data collection allows for ongoing and responsive monitoring of student progress and the evaluation of policies and initiatives designed to improve persistence and completion rates in postsecondary education. It also helps assess how students' experiences in college may impact future employment outcomes, as well as changes over time in their income, debt, and more. Additionally, the BPS study allows researchers to disaggregate the student experience, providing a deeper understanding of how different student groups experience and are impacted by their education. The BPS has enabled researchers to track changes over time to advocate for more targeted efforts to address disparities.

3.	How might the Department enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the information to be collected;
EdTrust recommends the following questionnaire considerations to be implemented on future collections:

Consider how to implement survey questions inquiring about students’ experiences with
discrimination and campus climate.	

While the BPS conducts surveys on peer and faculty interactions and socioemotional support, the scope should be expanded to include questions addressing experiences with discrimination on campus and the local community across a broad spectrum, such as race, ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, disability, and socioeconomic status. For instance, surveys could assess students’ awareness of discrimination and harassment policies, their understanding of procedures for filing cases, and their experiences with both overt incidents and subtle forms of bias or exclusion. This data would provide valuable insights into campus climate and what type of environments may impact the student experience and matriculation process. Research has shown that a strong sense of belonging can be a preventive factor for students stopping out, particularly for students of color. Additionally, having a deeper understanding of campus climate aids in assessing students' sense of belonging. This knowledge can help institutions create more inclusive environments and support systems to retain diverse student populations.

Consider how to implement survey questions inquiring about students’ experiences with
homelessness, food insecurity, accessing public assistance resources, and other basic needs.

While BPS surveys for help and support from family and friends and employment, the scope should be expanded to survey for experiences with food insecurity and the ability to fulfill basic needs. College students experiencing food insecurity, which is the inability to consistently access enough food for an active, healthy life, is a significant and growing issue. Questions should be clear and specific to address a range of experiences, such as struggles with housing stability, inconsistent access to nutritious food, or difficulties navigating public assistance programs. This can be implemented by having a food insecurity or basic needs status survey item, which would be recorded regularly during check-ins. The Department should also survey students’ knowledge on the availability and access to campus and community resources, such
as the accessing Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits, food pantries, and more.

4.	How might the Department minimize the burden of this collection on the respondents, including through the use of information technology;

The Department should provide timely, clear, and responsive communications and technical assistance to institutions. These communications and training will help minimize the reporting burden for institutions and clarify the best practices on data reported under both old and new standards. The Department should allocate resources to assist colleges in ensuring their students are submitting responses. The Department should ensure updated user manuals, FAQ pages, information text boxes, and data dictionaries include information about new data elements.

We thank you for your consideration and for the opportunity to comment. Should you have any questions regarding the content of this letter, please contact Reid Setzer (rsetzer@edtrust.org), director of Government Affairs, or Sabreyna Reese (sreese@edtrust.org), research analyst for Higher Education.
Sincerely, EdTrust


Dear Reid Setzer, Sabreyna Reese, and EdTrust,
Thank you for your interest in the 2020/25 Beginning Postsecondary Students (BPS:20/25) study and your comments on the full scale student survey. We appreciate your comments on questions related to student experiences with discrimination and campus climate, as well as homelessness, food insecurity, accessing public assistance resources, and other basic needs. 
The BPS:20/25 student survey includes several questions related to housing security, homelessness, and food security that may be of interest to EdTrust. Survey form B25FHFINTRO introduces these items, which can be reviewed in Appendix E of the materials posted to the Federal Register. These items were also fielded in the base-year National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:20) survey and BPS:20/22, allowing for longitudinal analysis. NCES does not plan to add additional questions to the survey on these topics but will consider this feedback when developing new cross-sectional and longitudinal studies for postsecondary populations. 
EdTrust may also be interested in a series of questions in the BPS:20/25 survey related to diverse interactions with students of a different race, religion, sexual orientation, and other characteristics. While these do not identify experiences with discrimination, these questions may provide data of analytic interest. Questions directly measuring student experiences of discrimination will not be added to the BPS:20/25 survey but can be considered for future inclusion in the postsecondary longitudinal studies. Additionally, the current NPSAS:24 study fielded several survey questions about student experiences with discrimination, harassment, and equitable treatment. A future release date for these data is not currently available.    
Sincerely,
David Richards, Ph.D.	
Program Officer, Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 
https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/bps/
National Center for Education Statistics, Sample Surveys Division: Longitudinal Survey Branch
Rm 4037, 550 12th St. SW, Washington DC 20202 | 202-245-6202 | David.Richards@ed.gov



Commenter: Anonymous

“[U]nderstand[ing] how financial aid influences persistence and completion” of postsecondary education by studentsis self-explanatory: persistence and completion depends on the ability to enter education, and the financial aid provides for this ability. The reach and the cost of the proposed study is disproportionate to its (implied but not disclosed) purpose.

The proposed study years should be reconsidered: Department’s proposed years for the study, 2020-2025,
represent 3 years of COVID pandemic nationwide emergency (where students’ education efforts had to take a back seat to restrictions, mandates, and loss of income) and the following 2 years of families’ attempting to heal financially and socially. Studying the proposed period is not representative of individuals’ priorities and efforts now, outside emergency time, and thus federal funding should not be invested in it.

Any collection of information from the students (including through surveys) with regard to this study should be clearly marked as optional.

Department needs to make a disclosure as to whether the student-provided information would be added to their Department-held record or it would be submitted anonymously. Would there be an effort made to identify anonymous submissions, including through handwriting recognition or school-made markings?

The burden to students should be assessed and published for public comment.

“[A] survey and administrative data” collected (in 2025) from students would be for the events of 5 years ago (2020). The Department has to disclose how it plans to account for false, forgotten, or withheld data provided by students as well how would same data be collected from non-completers who are no longer a part of education system. The data from the latter is especially valuable because it reveals the difficulties and circumstances directly affecting “persistence and completion” of postsecondary education by students.

Also, stifling college and Department policies, as well as both personal and poor social circumstances may make “persistence and completion” impossible. The study would not be able to capture this, making its conclusions deficient.

The proposed study would mislead researchers and policymakers, allow correlation to be passed as causation, and result in more federal funds to be mis-allocated.

This proposal should not be approved.
 

Dear Anonymous,
Thank you for your interest in the 2020/25 Beginning Postsecondary Students (BPS:20/25) study and your comments on the full-scale student survey. We appreciate that you shared these comments, which we will take into consideration.  
Sincerely,
David Richards, Ph.D.	
Program Officer, Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study 
https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/bps/
National Center for Education Statistics, Sample Surveys Division: Longitudinal Survey Branch
Rm 4037, 550 12th St. SW, Washington DC 20202 | 202-245-6202 | David.Richards@ed.gov
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