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Open access fishery gear identification and marking. 50 CFR 660.319 (Jan. 15, 2026)

This content is from the eCFR and is authoritative but unofficial.

Title 50 —Wildlife and Fisheries

Chapter VI —Fishery Conservation and Management, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, Department of Commerce

Part 660 —Fisheries off West Coast States

Subpart F —West Coast Groundfish—Open Access Fisheries
Source: 75FR 60897, Oct. 1,2010, unless otherwise noted.
Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq, 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq,, and 16 U.S.C. 7001 et seq.
Source: 61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, unless otherwise noted.

Editorial Note: Nomenclature changes to part 660 appear at 67 FR 65906, Oct. 29, 2002, 88 FR 81358, Nov. 22,
2023, and 89 FR 101522, Dec. 16, 2024.

§ 660.319 Open access fishery gear identification and marking.

(a) Gear identification.

(1) Open access fixed gear (longline, trap or pot, set net and stationary hook-and-line gear, including
commercial vertical hook-and-line gear) must be marked at the surface and at each terminal end,
with a pole, flag, light, radar reflector, and a buoy.

(2) Open access commercial vertical hook-and-line gear that is closely tended as defined at § 660.311
of this subpart, may be marked only with a single buoy of sufficient size to float the gear.

(3) Abuoy used to mark fixed gear under paragraph (a)(1) or (a)(2) of this section must be marked with

a number clearly identifying the owner or operator of the vessel. The number may be either:

(i) If required by applicable state law, the vessel's number, the commercial fishing license number,
or buoy brand number; or

(i) The vessel documentation number issued by the USCG, or, for an undocumented vessel, the
vessel registration number issued by the state.

(b) [Reserved]

PRA Burden Statement:

We estimate that completing the gear marking will take 5 hours on average. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other
aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to NOAA, Gretchen Hanshew, 206-526-6147,
gretchen.hanshew@noaa.gov. This collection has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). The eight-digit OMB

approval number that appears at the upper right of the form or login screen confirms this approval. If this number were not displayed, we
could not conduct this collection.
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