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§ 679.24 Gear limitations.

(2) Markings shall be in characters at least 4 inches (10.16 cm) in height and 0.5
inch (1.27 cm) in width in a contrasting color visible above the water line and shall
be maintained so the markings are clearly visible.

must have attached a cluster of four or more marker buoys including one hard
buoy ball marked with the capital letters “"LP” in accordance with paragraph (a)(2)
of this section, a flag mounted on a pole, and radar reflector floating on the sea
surface.

(b) Gear restrictions -

catch of groundfish as a prohibited species, except:

(i) In the Aleutian Islands subarea.
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(2) [Reserved]

(2) Eastern GOA regulatory area -

(i) General.

percent of the TAC for sablefish in the Eastern GOA regulatory area during any
year, further trawl catches of sablefish must be treated as prohibited species as
provided by § 679.21(a).

679.21(a).

(3) Central and Western GOA regulatory areas; sablefish as prohibited

species as provided by § 679.21(a).

(d) Trawl gear test areas -
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(3) Criteria. The establishment of test areas must comply with the following
criteria:

(v) The areas must not be within a designated Steller sea lion protection area at
any time of the year.

this part) bounded by straight lines connecting the coordinates in the order listed,
at all times:

(i) Kodiak Test Area.

57°37' N. lat., 152°02’" W. long.
57°37' N. lat., 151°25" W. long.
57°23’ N. lat., 151°25’ W. long.
57°23’ N. lat., 152°02’ W. long.
57°37' N. lat., 152°02’" W. long.

(ii) Sand Point Test Area.

54°50’ N. lat., 161°00’ W. long.
54°50’ N. lat., 160°30’ W. long.
54°35’ N. lat., 160°30’ W. long.
54°35’ N. lat., 161°00’ W. long.
54°50’ N. lat., 161°00’ W. long.
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54°40’ N. lat., 166°00’ W. long.
54°40’ N. lat., 167°00’ W. long.
55°00’ N. lat., 167°00’ W. long.

(e) Seabird avoidance program for vessels fishing with hook-and-line gear -

paragraph (e)(1) of this section must:

(i) Gear onboard. Have onboard the vessel the seabird avoidance gear as
specified in paragraph (e)(3) of this section;

(ii) Gear inspection. Upon request by an authorized officer or observer, make
the seabird avoidance gear available for inspection;

(iii) Gear use. Use seabird avoidance gear as specified in paragraph (e)(3) of
this section that meets standards as specified in paragraph (e)(4) of this section,
while hook-and-line gear is being deployed.

(iv) Sink baited hooks. Use hooks that when baited, sink as soon as they are
put in the water.

(v) Offal discharge.

(B) Remove hooks from any offal that is discharged.

(C) Eliminate directed discharge through chutes or pipes of residual bait or
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(v1) Sare release ot seabirds. Make every reasonable effort to ensure birds
brought on board alive are released alive and that, wherever possible, hooks are
removed without jeopardizing the life of the birds.

(3) Seabird avoidance gear requirements. (See also Table 20 to this part.)

(C) NMFS Reporting Area 659 (Eastern GOA Regulatory Area; Southeast Inside
District), but including waters in the areas south of a straight line at 56°17.25

statistical areas 325431 and 325401, and west of a straight line at 136°21.17
E. long. from Point Wimbledon extending south through the Inian Islands to
Point Lavinia; and

or equal to 55 ft (16.8 m) LOA without masts, poles, or rigging.

(B) A minimum of a single streamer line as specified in paragraph (e)(4)(ii) of

than or equal to 55 ft (16.8 m) LOA with masts, poles, or rigging.

(C) A minimum of a paired streamer line of a standard as specified in

or equal to 55 ft (16.8 m) LOA without masts, poles, or rigging.
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(C) A minimum ot a single streamer line as specified In paragraph (e)(4)(1v) ot

(4) Seabird avoidance gear performance and material standards:

(i) Buoy bag line weather exception. In winds exceeding 45 knots (storm or
Beaufort 9 conditions), the use of a buoy bag line is discretionary.

(ii) Single streamer standard.
(A) A single streamer line must:
(1) Be a minimum of 300 feet (91.4 m) in length;

(2) Have streamers spaced every 16.4 ft (5 m);

in the air for a minimum of 131.2 ft (40 m) aft of the stern and within 6.6 ft
(2 m) horizontally of the point where the main groundline enters the water.

(0.25 m) above the waterline in the absence of wind.

(5) Have streamers constructed of material that is brightly colored, UV-
protected plastic tubing or 3/8 inch polyester line or material of an equivalent
density.

(B) Weather exception: In winds exceeding 45 knots (storm or Beaufort 9
conditions), the use of a single streamer line is discretionary.

(iii) Paired streamer standard: (A) At least one streamer line must be

deployed within 90 seconds.

(B) Weather exceptions: In conditions of wind speeds exceeding 30 knots
(near gale or Beaufort 7 conditions), but less than or equal to 45 knots, a

winds exceeding 45 knots (storm or Beaufort 9 conditions), the use of streamer
lines is discretionary.

(C) Streamer lines must:

(1) Be deployed in such a way that streamers are in the air for a minimum of

(2) Be a minimum of 300 feet (91.4 m) in length;

(3) Have streamers spaced every 16.4 ft (5 m);
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deployed from the stern, one over the main groundline and the other on one
side of the main groundline.

(0.25 m) above the waterline in the absence of wind.

(7) Have streamers constructed of material that is brightly colored, UV-
protected plastic tubing or 3/8 inch polyester line or material of an equivalent
density.

in the air for 65.6 ft (20 m) aft of the stern and within 6.6 ft (2 m)
horizontally of the point where the main groundline enters the water.

(2) Have a minimum length of 147.6 ft (45 m).

(B) Weather exception: In winds exceeding 45 knots (storm or Beaufort 9
conditions), the use of a single streamer line is discretionary.

(7.9 m) LOA and less than or equal to 55 ft (16.8 m) LOA in conditions of wind
speeds exceeding 30 knots (near gale or Beaufort 7 conditions).

(5) Other methods. Any of the following measures or methods must be
accompanied by the applicable seabird avoidance gear requirements as specified in
paragraph (e)(3) of this section:

(i) Night-setting.
(ii) Line shooter.
(iii) Lining tube.
(6) Seabird avoidance exemption.
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shown in Figure 26 to this part to raise the elevated section at least 2.5 inches (6.4
cm), as measured adjacent to the elevating device contacting a hard, flat surface
that is parallel to the elevated section, regardless of the elevating device
orientation, and measured between the surface and the widest part of the line
material. Elevating devices must be installed on each end of the elevated section,
as shown in Figure 26 to this part. Measuring locations to determine compliance
with this standard are shown in Figure 25 to this part.

(2) Elevating device spacing. Elevating devices must be secured along the
entire length of the elevated section shown in Figure 26 to this part and spaced no
less than 30 feet (9.1 m) apart; and either

(i) If the elevating devices raise the elevated section shown in Figure 26 to this
part 3.5 inches (8.9 cm) or less, the space between elevating devices must be no
more than 65 feet (19.8 m); or

(ii) If the elevating devices raise the elevated section shown Figure 26 to this
part more than 3.5 inches (8.9 cm), the space between elevating devices must
be no more than 95 feet (29 m).

(3) Clearance measurements and line cross sections.

(i) The largest cross section of the line of the elevated section shown in Figure
26 to this part between elevating devices shall not be greater than the cross
section of the material at the nearest measurement location, as selected based
on the examples shown in Figure 25 to this part. The material at the
measurement location must be -

(A) The same material as the line between elevating devices, as shown in
Figures 25a and 25d to this part;

(B) Different material than the line between elevating devices and used to

metal spindle, on a chain), as shown in Figure 25b to this part; or

(C) Disks of a smaller cross section than the elevating device, which are strung
continuously on a line between elevating devices, as shown in Figure 25c to
this part.

(ii) Portions of the line between elevating devices that are braided or doubled for
section terminations or used for line joining devices are not required to be a
smaller cross section than the measuring location.
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(f)(3)(ii) of this section, based on measurements taken in locations shown in

Figure 27 to this part, the required minimum clearance shall be as follows:

(A) For elevating devices spaced 30 feet (9.1 m) to 65 feet (19.8 m), the
required minimum clearance is =[2.5 inches — ((support material cross section
— line material cross section)/2)], or

(B) For elevating devices spaced greater than 65 feet (19.8 m) to 95 feet (29
m), the required minimum clearance is =2[3.5 inches —((support material cross
section — line material cross section)/2)].

[61 FR 31230, June 19, 1996]

EDIiTORIAL NOTE:

Affected, which appears in the Finding Aids section of the printed volume and at
www.govinfo.gov.
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