
TITLE VII --  ADMINISTRATIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

DEFINITIONS 
[30 U.S.C. 1291]

SEC.  701.  For the purposes of this Act - 

* * * * (28) "surface coal mining operations" means - 
(A) activities conducted on the surface of lands in connection with a surface coal 

mine or subject to the requirements of section 516 surface operations and surface impacts 
incident to an underground coal mine, the products of which enter commerce or the operations of
which directly or indirectly affect interstate commerce.  Such activities include excavation for 
the purpose of obtaining coal including such common methods as contour, strip, auger, 
mountaintop removal, box cut, open pit, and area mining, the uses of explosives and blasting, 
and in situ distillation or retorting, leaching or other chemical or physical processing, and the 
cleaning, concentrating, or other processing or preparation, loading of coal for interstate 
commerce at or near the mine site: Provided, however, That such activities do not include the 
extraction of coal incidental to the extraction of other minerals where coal does not exceed 16 
2/3 per centum of the tonnage of minerals removed for purposes of commercial use or sale or 
coal explorations subject to section 512 of this Act; and 
* * * *


