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	February 11, 2025

MEMORANDUM
To: 		Dominic Mancini, Acting Administrator, Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs
From: 		Rachel Oglesby, Chief of Staff, Department of Education 
Re: 	Requested OMB Action for 2024-25 School Pulse Panel Data Collection 30D Revision 
(OMB# 1850-0969 v.18 – ICR 202501-1850-002) 
The purpose of this memo is to request immediate review and clearance for the 2024-25 School Pulse Panel Data Collection 30D Revision (OMB# 1850-0969 v.18). The urgency of this request is driven by a need to use some of the instruments in this package beginning in early March 2025; in order for programming to be completed in time, these documents must be approved by February 24, 2025. 

The School Pulse Panel (SPP) is an ongoing study conducted by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), part of the Institute of Education Sciences (IES), within the United States Department of Education, to collect monthly data on current and emerging issues concerning students and staff in U.S. public primary, middle, high, and combined-grade schools. Specifically, the survey asks school leaders about topics such as staffing, college and career readiness, artificial intelligence, tutoring, summer and after-school programs, facilities, and learning strategies and recovery, among other topics. The SPP has become one of the nation’s main sources of timely and reliable data on issues concerning the education environment, as reported by principals in U.S. public schools.
Because SPP is a monthly panel that exists in part to respond to federal government requests for data from schools and districts, its clearance structure is unusual and dynamic. Every quarter NCES submits a new set of instruments designed for three months of data collection for 30 days of public comment and OMB review. Concurrent with the public and OMB review processes, the questionnaire items included in the 30-day package undergo cognitive testing and are then finalized by an additional nonsubstantive change request after OMB approves the 30-day package. The most recent 30-day package was submitted on December 13, 2024 and completed 30 days of public comment on January 13, 2025. NCES requested clearance for that package by January 29, 2025. A change request to refine questionnaire items was due for submission to OMB on February 4, 2025 in time for clearance of the final items to be used in fielding the March, April, May, and June 2025 SPP questionnaires.

The purpose of this action is to request the opening of the record to allow NCES to update with the final documents, and to request immediate clearance for all final documents associated with the package. The documents have been significantly revised since their submission for 30 days of public comment. The vast majority of those revisions have been in accordance with the findings of cognitive testing of the research instruments. Under normal operations, the 30-day package would have undergone OMB review and approval, and NCES would have then submitted a separate change request. Given the stoppage in work and the compression of the working timelines, we have instead incorporated the results of the cognitive testing into the documents and uploaded new documents to ROCIS, reflecting the final items for administration. In addition to the changes resulting from cognitive laboratory work, two items on the May school questionnaire were removed from the study because they included sub-questions that we believe may have violated the “Ending Radical and Wasteful Government DEI Programs and Preferencing on and Initial Rescissions of Harmful Executive Orders and Actions” Executive Order issued on January 20, 2025.

Attached to this document is a detailed change memo, listing all changes to previously approved work that are associated with this request. 
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