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	November 22, 2024 – updated February 19, 2025 – updated March 10, 2025

MEMORANDUM
To: 		Bev Pratt, OMB
From: 		Ryan Iaconelli and Andrew Zukerberg, NCES
Through: 	Carrie Clarady, NCES
Re: 	School Pulse Panel 2024-25 Second Quarter Revision (OMB# 1850-0969 v.18)
The School Pulse Panel is an ongoing study conducted by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), part of the Institute of Education Sciences (IES), within the United States Department of Education, to collect extensive data on current and emerging issues concerning students and staff in U.S. public primary, middle, high, and combined-grade schools. Specifically, the survey will ask school leaders about topics such as staffing, college and career readiness, artificial intelligence, tutoring, summer and after-school programs, facilities, and learning strategies and recovery, among other topics. The SPP has become one of the nation’s main sources of timely and reliable data on issues concerning the education environment, as reported by principals in U.S. public schools. 

The SPP monthly data collection went through a 60-day public comment period, followed by a 30-day public comment period (OMB# 1850-0969 v.13), and was formally cleared on July 1, 2024. A change request (v.15) was cleared in August 2024 to make changes to the August 2024, September 2024, and October 2024 instruments, informed by cognitive testing results with school staff. A 30-day public comment period package (v.16) was cleared in October 2024 that included new items (within the scope of the research domains previously established) to be collected on the November 2024, December 2024, and January 2025 instruments, as well as planned items for the rest of the study year, through June 2025. A change request (v.17) was cleared in November 2024 to make changes to the December 2024, January 2025, and February 2025 instruments, informed by cognitive testing results with school staff.

The purpose of this memo is to accompany a revision (v.18) and to describe the changes to the research materials contained in that revision. The new revision is focused on a 30-day public comment period on new items (within the scope of the research domains previously established) to be collected on the March 2025-June 2025 instruments (Appendix C2). These items are considered very close to final and will go through minimal testing with school personnel to examine any comprehension concerns with item wording. This testing will occur simultaneously with when the package is out for the 30-day public comment period. Feedback from this testing, as well as additional input from SPP stakeholders, will result in modifications and additions that will be reflected in a future change request. The costs to the government have not changed as a result of this amendment, nor has the projected respondent burden. Below, for each document, we provide explanations for our changes.
Memo Update
As of January 31st, 2025, cognitive testing for March and April questionnaires have been completed. March and April changes to Appendix B1 and Appendix C are based on the results of cognitive testing to improve the quality of the data or to better capture the intent of the question. Additionally, to ensure compliance with President Donald Trump’s executive orders (E.O.) titled Ending Radical and Wasteful Government DEI Programs and Preferencing on and Initial Rescissions of Harmful Executive Orders and Actions on January 20, 2025, we request removal of two sub-questions from the May 2025 questionnaire (OMB# 1850-0969). Lastly, we have updated Appendix A – Communication Materials to include a notice for respondents should changes occur to our monthly data collection plan, such as a government shutdown. Below, for each document, we provide explanations for our changes. 

In March 2025, further revisions were required when CDC opted not to include the requested vaccine module in the March 2025 questionnaire. The affected documents are Appendices B1 and C2, and details are noted below.

Changes to Part A
A.1.1 Purpose of This Submission
· The second-to-last paragraph in section A.1.1 was updated to describe the purpose of this 30-day revision.
A.16 Publication Plans and Time Schedule
· The timeline table was updated to reflect the current release schedule.
Changes to Part B
B1. Respondent Universe and Sample Design and Estimation
· Changes were made to the Calculation of Weights and Methods for Variance Estimation sections to provide more clarity on differences in approaches between data representative of the 50 states and District of Columbia and Outlying Areas data.
B5. Individuals Responsible for Study Design and Performance
· Project staff was updated.
Changes to Appendix A – Communication Materials
· Memo Update
· Data Collection Notice
· Although the School Pulse Panel is a monthly survey, data collection maybe postponed or cancelled in select situations. An email template for a data collection notice to participants was added to notify participants in the event of a pause, cancellation, or other issues that could impact monthly participation in the School Pulse Panel surveys.
Changes to Appendix B1 – 2024-25 SPP Item Bank
Recall that all items are kept in the complete Item Bank for continuity across collections and increased flexibility in rapid response to stakeholder needs, but the C Appendices contain collections of items for each month of the SPP data collection. 
· Final versions of the December 2024, January 2025, and February 2025 instruments that were cleared via a change request (OMB# 1850-0969 v.17) have been included in revised Appendix B1. 
· Updates and additions to the modules in the March 2025-June 2025 instruments (which are also contained in Appendix C2) have been added to Appendix B1. 
· Memo Update
· March 2025 questionnaire
· Mental Health and Well-Being: No changes were made to this section of the instrument. 
· Drug Overdose Prevention 
· DOP1 includes new answer choices (i.e., all, some, or none vs yes or no).
· DOP4 includes one additional answer choice (Not Applicable)
· Other wording changes were made to questions to provide greater clarity for respondents and to improve data collection based on cognitive testing feedback (e.g., including Narcan® as an example for the drug naloxone each time it was mentioned).
· School and District Vaccine Requirements – this module was removed from the March questionnaire. CDC, who originally requested this module, determined they do not have a need for these items to be fielded at this time. Because B1 is an item bank, and because we may field this module later this year if CDC determines they want this information, we have kept these items in B1, with the changes described below.
· An introductory statement was added to this section suggesting that the school’s nurse or medical personnel may be able to assist with answer questions in this section.
· Vac2 and Vac3a were edited based on cognitive testing feedback to be clearer for respondents and to improve data collection.
· Vac3b was removed as it was duplicative of previous questions.
· Vac4 an example was added to the response related to students being offered an exemption from school vaccination requirements based on cognitive testing feedback.
· Vac6b ‘inadequate access to transportation’ was added to the answer options based on cognitive testing feedback.
· Vac11 was removed as cognitive testing respondents reported being uncomfortable answering this question and we do not want to ask a sensitive question in this section.
· April 2025 questionnaire
· Transportation
· Tran7c was removed as there was confusion from cognitive testing respondents.
· Tran1719_open and Tran21_open were removed as they are no longer needed due to a strong understanding of the content from cognitive testing respondents.
· Other small wording changes were made to questions to provide greater clarity based on cognitive testing feedback.
· Housing Instability: No changes were made to this section of the instrument.
· School Preparedness and Safety Procedures: No changes were made to this section of the instrument.
· May 2025 questionnaire 
· Student Behavior: Wording changes were made to questions to provide greater clarity based on cognitive testing feedback.
· Social and Emotional Skills: No changes were made to this section of the instrument.
· Crime and Safety:
· Sub-questions from CS9 and CS9a have been removed to ensure compliance with E.O.s Ending Radical and Wasteful Government DEI Programs and Preferencing on and Initial Rescissions of Harmful Executive Orders and Actions issued on January 20, 2025.
· Staffing Follow-Up: One wording change was made for greater clarification for respondents based on expert review feedback.
· June 2025 questionnaire
· Learning Strategies and Recovery: No changes were made to this section of the instrument.
· Attendance and Absenteeism: No changes were made to this section of the instrument.
· Learning Modes: No changes were made to this section of the instrument.
· Operations Follow-Up: One wording change was made for greater clarification for respondents based on expert review feedback.
Changes to Appendix B2 – Item Bank – Completed Collections
Recall that all items are kept in the complete Item Bank for continuity across collections and increased flexibility in rapid response to stakeholder needs, but the C Appendices contain collections of items for each month of the SPP data collection. 
· No changes to Appendix B2; it is included for reference only.
Changes to Appendix C – Instrument Appendices
· This submission includes the August 2024-October 2024 instruments (Appendix C1) that were cleared as part of our change request (OMB# 1850-0969 v.15) in August 2024. There have been no changes to this document since v.15; it is included for reference only.
· This submission also includes the November 2024-June 2025 instruments (Appendix C2). The March 2025-June 2025 instruments were updated, however may be updated at a later time through one or more change requests once the SPP team receives review and cognitive interview results from the Census Bureau (currently happening now). 
· Memo Update
· The changes described above under Changes to Appendix B1 to March 2025, April 2025, May 2025, and June 2025 questionnaires were also reflected in this document. For a full document of changes since the last cleared version of this document, see the document entitled “Appendix C2 SPP 2024-25 - Nov24-Jun 2025 Surveys v18 updated 2.20.25 TC”.
· In March 2025 the CDC, who originally requested and developed a module on School and District Vaccine Requirements, determined they do not have a need for these items to be fielded at this time. NCES removed them from the March 2025 questionnaire on March 10, 2025. For a full document of changes since the above-mentioned tracked changes document was produced, see the document entitled “Appendix C2 SPP 2024-25 - Nov24-Jun 2025 Surveys v18 updated 3.10.25 TC”.
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