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Submitter (FDMS & Email): Karen Gordon (Community-based org.)
Date of Response: January 6, 2025
Response: 
Dear Ms. Gordon,
FNS has received your comment on Docket ID FNS-2024-0035. Thank you for your suggestions about how to improve WIC and FMNP participation, retention, and satisfaction by emphasizing non-traditional community partnerships and innovative, community-driven solutions. While these suggestions are beyond the scope of the WIC Modernization Evaluation, you are invited to visit https://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/modernization to learn more about how the WIC & FMNP modernization funds are being used to support community partnerships and innovation – including projects such as the Community Innovation and Outreach Project (CIAO; https://www.hellowic.org/), which is testing innovative outreach strategies. 
Additionally, I am pleased to share that the evaluation will incorporate some of your methodological suggestions: a participant advisory committee composed of WIC participants to guide the evaluation. We are also planning to survey and speak with WIC & FMNP participants, staff, and vendors/farmers/markets to gain their insights into barriers and opportunities. We look forward to sharing findings with the public.  
Sincerely,
Carol Dreibelbis
