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General Comment
As a registered nurse of 24 years and currently pursuing a Doctorate in Nursing degree, I fully support the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in augmenting data collection and screening tools utilized in the prevention of breast and cervical cancer (Regulations.gov, 2024). In this comment, I will focus on the degree of impact of preventing cervical cancer. Cervical cancer is one of the most preventable cancers in the world (Markowitz et al.,2021). The Human Papillomavirus (HPV) causes almost all cervical cancers (Markowitz et al., 2021). Unfortunately, approximately 50 percent of teens and young adults are not vaccinated against the virus (Markowitz et al., 2021). Even though there is significant scientific literature on HPV being one of the most common sexually transmitted diseases and the virus’s connection to cervical cancer, the public knowledge about HPV is low (Markowitz et al., 2021). Enhanced data to understand why HPV vaccinations and who is not appropriately vaccinating is necessary. HPV is common (Mano, 2023). The HPV infection itself is not always recognizable, and later, it can transition to cancer cells (Mano, 2023) The transition to cancer cells may go undetected until an invasion of cancer has set in (Mano, 2023). The HPV vaccine prevents HPV-related cancers by 90 percent (Markowitz et al., 2021). The vaccine has been proven to be safe, and it has been administered millions of times around the world (Markowitz et al., 2021). Part of this rule will allow improved data quality, including demographic information and removing COVID-19-related questions (Regulations.gov, 2024). In regards to proper vaccination for HPV, demographical data may be beneficial as to which areas to focus education in the prevention of cervical cancer. According to Health People 2030 (n.d.), if a child lives in a metropolitan area, the vaccination rate is 59.2 percent compared to the non-metropolitan vaccination rate of 52.2 percent. I feel enhancing this questionnaire is pivotal in the continuation of obtaining usable data to gain insights and knowledge on the prevention of cervical cancer.
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CDC Response
CDC provided a courtesy reply. The Submitter’s comment provides support for the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program and updated monitoring activities; however, it is non-substantive as it does not affect this information request or burden. The comment was shared with relevant staff in CDC’s Division of Cancer Prevention and Control. 
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General Comment
I have worked at an OB/GYN office for about 3 and a half years now as a registered nurse and since working in this setting, I have gained the knowledge on how important routine screening, specifically for cervical cancer and breast cancer, is. Breast cancer and cervical cancer are two of those most preventable cancers detected by routine screening from either a pap smear for cervical cancer or mammograms for breast cancer. I truly don’t think women understand how preventable these diseases are and with early detection, can save their life. I fully support the CDC’s and HHS proposed rule by increasing data collection and screening tools.

CDC Response
CDC provided a courtesy reply. The Submitter’s comment provides support for the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program and updated monitoring activities; however, it is non-substantive as it does not affect this information request or burden. The comment was shared with relevant staff in CDC’s Division of Cancer Prevention and Control. 
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General Comment
After working in the head and neck cancer unit and given the rise of vaccine hesitancy, I think this proposed program is very important and is going to be even more important in the coming years. HPV causes most throat cancers I saw while working in the head and neck cancer unit, which is now a vaccine preventable illness. Additionally, my experience working in pediatrics and having to convince mothers to vaccinate their children against HPV, gives me a window into the widespread hesitancy and the potential rise in cervical cancers in the future. Having an early detection program can also reduce the burden on the healthcare system as well as extend the lives of women and raising their quality of life. This program's focus on giving access to early detection to underserved populations, helps level the playing field giving all women the equal opportunity for access to healthcare and early intervention. Supporting this proposal not only invests in cancer prevention, but it also invests in the health and well-being of underserved women nationwide while providing them with the opportunity for a healthy future.

CDC Response
CDC provided a courtesy reply. The Submitter’s comment provides support for the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program and updated monitoring activities; however, it is non-substantive as it does not affect this information request or burden. The comment was shared with relevant staff in CDC’s Division of Cancer Prevention and Control. 
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General Comment
As a registered nurse working in gynecology oncology, I fully support the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in their efforts to improve data collection and screening tools for breast and cervical cancer prevention. Time after time I meet women who have advance stages of cancer due to limiting resources and access to care. By enhancing data collection tools and demographic insights is essential for advancing cervical cancer prevention. Improved data will enable targeted public health strategies and equitable access to HPV vaccination, reducing cervical cancer incidence. I am confident that this initiative is a vital step in protecting public health and preventing a highly avoidable form of cancer.
CDC Response
CDC provided a courtesy reply. The Submitter’s comment provides support for the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program and updated monitoring activities; however, it is non-substantive as it does not affect this information request or burden. The comment was shared with relevant staff in CDC’s Division of Cancer Prevention and Control. 
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Submitter Information
Name: Anonymous Anonymous

General Comment
I am in support of this docket. As a woman who routinely receives a Pap test and mammogram, I think it is important work the CDC is doing through the NBCCEDP by providing testing for early detection of breast and cervical cancer. As well as providing resources for treatment to those that may test positive for cancer through the screening provided by the NBCCEDP.

CDC Response
The Submitter’s comment provides support for the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program and updated monitoring activities; however, it is non-substantive as it does not affect this information request or burden. CDC did not reply as the Submitter was anonymous. The comment was shared with relevant staff in CDC’s Division of Cancer Prevention and Control. 
