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Proposed Changes for the 2025 NSCG Questionnaire

In alignment with the revisions to OMB’s Statistical Policy Directive No. 15 (SPD 15), the 2025 
NSCG questionnaire will collect race and ethnicity information using one combined question that 
includes detailed race and ethnicity categories. Proposed for 2025:

What is your race and/or ethnicity?  

Select all that apply and enter additional details in the spaces below.

 American Indian or Alaska Native – Enter, for example, Navajo Nation, Blackfeet Tribe of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation of 

Montana, Native Village of Barrow Inupiat Traditional Government, Nome Eskimo Community, Aztec, Maya, etc.

 Asian – Provide details below.

 Black or African American – Provide details below.

 Hispanic or Latino – Provide details below.

 Middle Eastern or North African – Provide details below.

 Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander – Provide details below.

 White – Provide details below.

To

ensure the 2025 NSCG is able to produce reliable and accurate race and ethnicity estimates, in 
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 Chinese   Asian Indian  Filipino
 Vietnamese   Korean  Japanese
Enter, for example, Pakistani, Hmong, Afghan, etc.

 African American  Jamaican  Haitian
 Nigerian  Ethiopian  Somali
Enter, for example, Trinidadian and Tobagonian, Ghanaian, Congolese, etc.

 Mexican  Puerto Rican  Salvadoran
 Cuban  Dominican  Guatemalan
Enter, for example, Colombian, Honduran, Spaniard, etc.

 Lebanese  Iranian  Egyptian
 Syrian  Iraqi  Israeli
Enter, for example, Moroccan, Yemeni, Kurdish, etc.

 Native Hawaiian  Samoan  Chamorro
 Tongan  Fijian  Marshallese
Enter, for example, Chuukese, Palauan, Tahitian, etc.

 English  German  Irish
 Italian  Polish  Scottish
Enter, for example, French, Swedish, Norwegian, etc.

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/03/29/2024-06469/revisions-to-ombs-statistical-policy-directive-no-15-standards-for-maintaining-collecting-and


addition to the questionnaire change described above, NCSES will also undertake the following 
activities and seek the following guidance related to the collection and processing of race and  
ethnicity data:

 Population Controls – NCSES will use population projections provided by the Census 
Bureau’s Population Division in combination with estimated population controls derived 
by the Census Bureau’s Demographic Statistical Methods Division (DSMD) to determine
population controls for the 2025 NSCG weighting processing. The population controls 
used in the 2025 NSCG will be shared with the Federal Committee on SPD 15 to ensure 
awareness among other federal agencies collecting race and ethnicity information. 

 Post-data collection processing – NCSES will use the guidance planned to be developed 
and disseminated by the Federal Committee on SPD 15 to guide the 2025 NSCG post-
data collection processing decisions.

 Bridging of estimates - NCSES will use the current guidance and future guidance in 
development by the Federal Committee on SPD 15 to inform the 2025 NSCG bridging 
activities. In addition, given the use of the American Community Survey as the NSCG 
sampling frame, NCSES will use the ACS-provided responses for NSCG sample cases 
(collected under the prior SPD 15) with the 2025 NSCG race and ethnicity responses 
(collected under the updated SPD 15) to inform the bridging activities. All bridging 
efforts related to the 2025 NSCG data will be shared with the Federal Committee on SPD
15 to ensure awareness among other federal agencies collecting race and ethnicity 
information.
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