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Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) is extremely contagious and has the capability of spreading via
contaminated farm equipment. Importation of uncleaned farm equipment from areas with FMD can
contaminate animals, since the virus has an incubation period between 2 and 14 days and can survive
many harsh conditions (USDA). If FMD were to appear in the US, it would cause major catastrophes in the
agricultural industry.

In 2022, the United States imported $1.52 billion in other agricultural machinery (OEC, 2024). If there were
regulations set in place to prevent the importation of farm equipment (regardless if it's cleaned or not) from
areas with FMD, this would cause major problems with providing agricultural products to consumers. FMD
hasn’t been in the United States since 1929 and they are succeeding in preventing the introduction of it

back in (USDA APHIS, 2020). To prevent the spread of FMD, all imported farming equipment received from
infected areas should be steam cleaned prior to shipment, and have proof from an authorized official. Since
the FMD virus can withstand temperatures up to 122 degrees Fahrenheit, steam cleaners, which reach up
to 320 degrees Fahrenheit, are one of the most effective ways of killing it (Sioux). Additionally, steam
cleaners are capable of reaching pores and cracks within equipment where other cleaning methods might
not (Fortador).

Give Feedback

If the farm equipment received at the port appears dirty in any way, a mandatory cleaning must take place in
a designated cleaning area. It's also important that people change and dispose of their clothing after
cleaning the equipment (in the case that FMD is present), since it can spread through clothing and footwear
(WOAH, 2024).
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