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TYPE OF REVIEW – EXEMPTION FROM IRB REVIEW DETERMINATION 
 
 
Determination 
Date:   May 03, 2024 
 
IRB ID: 11972-MCross 
 
Protocol: Livestock producer perceptions of predators and predator damage management methods 
 
Sponsor:                USDA-APHIS-Wildlife Services 
 
Principal  
Investigator: Megan Cross, PhD, MS, BS, BA 
 
Sterling IRB is in receipt of submission materials for the above-referenced study. 
 
Items Reviewed: 

• Exemption or Non-Human Subjects Research Determination Request 
• IRB participant info - questionnaire disclosure NLI FY25 2024.04.23.docx (*Participant Information Sheet) 
• IRB protocol NLI FY25.docx (Protocol) 
• IRB Questionnaire FY25 NLI 2024.05.01.docx (Data Collection Form) 

 
             
Based on the information available to the IRB, the Sterling IRB Chairman (or designee) has determined that: 
 
The above-listed study is exempt from IRB review pursuant to the terms of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Service's Policy 
for Protection of Human Research Subjects at 45 C.F.R. §46.104(d).  
 
Sterling IRB has determined that the following exemption category(ies) applies:  

• Category 2 Exemption (DHHS) 
     
Sterling IRB's exemption determination is based on the study-related information available to Sterling IRB as of the determination 
date listed above.  Should any changes be made to the study subsequent to Sterling IRB's determination, this determination is no 
longer applicable. Examples of changes that would likely require IRB review: 

• Removal of the consent process, or use of deception or incomplete disclosure. 
• Significant changes to the recruitment procedures. 
• Adding sensitive questions to a survey or interview process (e.g. questions regarding illegal activities; traumatic events such as 

childhood, sexual, or domestic abuse; suicide; or other probing questions that could reasonably place the subjects at risk of 
criminal or civil liability or be damaging to the subjects’ financial standing, employability, educational advancement, or reputation). 

• Collection of new or additional identifiable information. 
• Changes to the data storage plan which may affect confidentiality. 

 
 
As the project applicant you are responsible for following all policies of Sterling IRB as described in the Exemption or Non-Human 
Subjects Research Determination Request Submission Agreement which you accepted with project submission. It is your 
responsibility to ensure this project is conducted in accordance with applicable regulations (local, state and federal) as well as any 
requirements established by the IRB at the time of the review determination. Refer to the Investigator Handbook at 
www.sterlingirb.com for details of these responsibilities. 
 
 
The Board will be apprised of this determination. 
 
 
 
  


