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Comment

Warning devices able to be placed independently of a commercial vehicle's position are a critical safety device, especially on America's
many non-Interstate highways, such as U.S. routes, state routes and many rural two-lane roadways.

Recent suggestions that warning triangles and flares are outdated and can be replaced with simple flashing beacons mounted on truck
cabs fails to consider the vastly varied landscape of the United States, and the many roads with sharp curves and hills that reduce
visibility. Variability that can hide a vehicle, especially one as long as many commercial vehicles.

It also fails to consider factors such as fire and electrical faults that render a system non-functional. While there are arguments that
existing devices, like triangles and flares can also suffer malfunctions, such arguments fail to consider that current devices are quite
simple, a bit of plastic that folds into a triangle shape with attached retro-reflectors. Same with a flare, an easy to ignite, long burning stick
with enclosed ignitor.

Further, commercial vehicles carry multiple of each: a minimum of three triangles or six flares. A missing or broken triangle could be
compensated for by simply spacing them differently, or omitting one where a driver views it as less important than the others. A damaged
or defective flare could be replaced by another from the vehicle.

A deployed warning triangle or lit flare, even if a vehicle is not visible, is a clear warning sign that something is wrong ahead. Additionally
such devices can be placed in a manner that provides far more warning capability than simple flashing lights fixed to a cab, such as
obstructing a traffic lane or roadway that's blocked by a failed vehicle or an accident.
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