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The Honorable Bruce Westerman
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Veterans Benefits Administration
Washington, DC 20420
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Submitter Information 
Name: Michael Ramos
[image: Group 1, Grouped object]Comment Received:

Dear VA - Please do not make the process harder than it has to be for student veterans currently at, or potentially attending, foreign schools and universities. Over the past 5-6 years, the VA made it nearly impossible for student veterans to obtain new foreign education program approvals made, and even to this day there are veterans who - through no fault of their own - have not been able to utilize their GI Bill educational benefits after being told their program was approved but then meeting
barriers set forth by the VA.
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Thank you for your recent comment regarding VA Form 22-0976, Application for Approval of a Program in a Foreign County.   

Title 38 USC §3476 governs education pursued outside of the United States and requires that such education be at a GI Bill approved institution of higher learning for VA education benefits to be paid. Established law provides VA can only approve such programs if they are determined to be in the best interest of the Veteran and the Federal Government. As such, an application and approval process for foreign schools, like that utilized for U.S. based schools, is required.

We understand this can make it more challenging to obtain benefits for a desired school or program, but it is VA’s core mission to administer the GI Bill in a manner that safeguards Veterans while minimizing fraud or waste. To that end, it is vital to properly vet both domestic and foreign school worthiness to protect our beneficiaries as well as safeguard taxpayer dollars. VA Form 22-0976 is the first step in that process.

We hope you find this information useful and thank you for the response and your support for our nation’s Veteran community.   

V/r, 
Education Service 
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