Supplemental Supporting Statement 

CONSERVATION EFFECTS ASSESSMENT PROJECT

Substantive Change

OMB No. 0535-0245 
	
This substantive change is being submitted as a supplemental supporting statement for a change starting with the 2025 survey.  NASS requests to use the minimum category version that includes examples for each of the seven main race/ethnicity categories on the Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP) Survey.  Using the minimum categories with examples would allow NASS to keep the questionnaire at 44 pages and reduce burden to the public compared to using the standard version.  Disclosure and data quality concerns would prevent most summarized data from the full race/ethnicity version from publication.

The revised supplemental combined supporting statement A and B loaded to ROCIS.



A.	JUSTIFICATION

1.	Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  Identify any legal or administrative requirements that necessitate the collection.  Attach a copy of the appropriate section of each statute and regulation mandating or authorizing the collection of information.

[bookmark: _Hlk181871469]There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.

2.	Indicate how, by whom, and for what purpose the information is to be used.  Except for a new collection, indicate the actual use the agency has made of the information received from the current collection.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.

Additional documentation and associated publications regarding NRI CEAP 

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.


3.	Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection techniques or other forms of information technology, e.g., permitting electronic submission of responses, and the basis for the decision for adopting this means of collection.  Also describe any consideration of using information technology to reduce burden.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.
 
4.	Describe efforts to identify duplication.  Show specifically why any similar information already available cannot be used or modified for use for the purposes described in Item 2 above.

[bookmark: _Hlk195766762]There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.

5.	If the collection of information impacts small businesses or other small entities (Item 5 of OMB Form 83-I), describe any methods used to minimize burden.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.

6.	Describe the consequence to Federal program or policy activities if the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently, as well as any technical or legal obstacles to reducing burden.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.

7.	Explain any special circumstances that would cause an information collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with the general information guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.5.

OMB's Statistical Policy Directive 15 (SPD-15 dated March 29, 2024) includes a revised race/ethnicity question that allows respondents to select one or more race/ethnicity categories and select one or more detailed race/ethnicity categories for each main category selected.  The revised SPD-15 includes two versions of a "minimum" category question.  Agencies must request and receive an exemption from OMB if they wish to use one of the "minimum" category questions.

NASS requests to use the minimum category version that includes examples for each of the seven main race/ethnicity categories on the Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP) Survey.  Using the minimum categories with examples would allow NASS to keep the questionnaire at 44 pages and reduce burden to the public compared to using the standard version.  Disclosure and data quality concerns would prevent most summarized data from the full race/ethnicity version from publication.  

Data from the 2017 and 2022 Censuses of Agriculture (Just over 1.9 million farms in 2022) show that 94 percent of agricultural producers are white; followed by approximately 2 percent for American Indian or Alaska Native; 1 percent each for Asians and Black or African Americans; and less than 1 percent for Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander. No data are available on the share of the agricultural producer population that is Middle Eastern or North African.  CEAP samples a relatively low percentage of the target population (24,000), so it is expected that disclosure and data quality concerns would prevent publication of many detailed race/ethnicity categories.  The disclosure and data quality concerns would not justify the added respondent burden of including the detailed race/ethnicity categories.
.

8.	Provide a copy and identify the date and page number of publication in the Federal Register of the agency's notice, required by 5 CFR 1320.8 (d), soliciting comments on the information collection prior to submission to OMB.  Summarize public comments received in response to that notice and describe actions taken by the agency in response to these comments.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.

Describe efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and record-keeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request. 

9.	Explain any decision to provide any payment or gift to respondents.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.

10.	Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for the assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.

11.	Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature.

There are no questions of a sensitive nature.

12.	Provide estimates of the hour burden of the collection of information. The statement should indicate the number of respondents, frequency of response, annual hour burden, and an explanation of how the burden was estimated.  If this request for approval covers more than one form, provide separate hour burden estimates for each form and aggregate the hour burdens in Item 13 of OMB Form 83-I.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to respondents for the hour burdens for collections of information, identifying and using appropriate wage rate categories.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.


[bookmark: _MON_1472289862][bookmark: _MON_1472289965]

13.	Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to respondents or record-keepers resulting from the collection of information.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.

14.	Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government; provide a description of the method used to estimate cost which should include quantification of hours, operational expenses, and any other expense that would not have been incurred without this collection of information.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.    

15.	Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 14 of the OMB Form 83-I (reasons for changes in burden).

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.   

16.	For collections of information whose results will be published, outline plans for tabulation and publication.  Address any complex analytical techniques that will be used.  Provide the time schedule for the entire project, including beginning and ending dates of the collection of information, completion of report, publication dates, and other actions.

    There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.
	

17.	If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection, explain the reasons that display would be inappropriate.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.

18.	Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19, “Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions” of OMB Form 83-I.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.































Supplemental Supporting Statement – Part B 

CONSERVATION EFFECTS ASSESSMENT PROJECT

Substantive Change

OMB No. 0535-0245 

	COLLECTION OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

1.	Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any sampling or other respondent selection method to be used.  Data on the number of entities (e.g., establishments, State and local government units, households, or persons) in the universe covered by the collection and in the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form for the universe as a whole and for each of the strata in the proposed sample. Indicate expected response rates for the collection as a whole.  If the collection has been conducted previously, include the actual response rate achieved during the last collection.

[bookmark: _MON_1320066301][bookmark: _MON_1320066367][bookmark: _MON_1320066442][bookmark: _MON_1320156369]There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.

2.	Describe the procedures for the collection of information.
	•	statistical methodology for stratification and sample selection,
	•	estimation procedure, 
	•	degree of accuracy needed for the purpose described in the justification,
	•	unusual problems requiring specialized sampling procedures

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.

3.	Describe methods to maximize response rates and to deal with issues of non-response.  The accuracy and reliability of information collected must be shown to be adequate for intended uses.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.

4.	Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request. 

5.	Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on statistical aspects of the design and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency.

There are no changes from the original approval for this substantive change request.
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