

Instrument 4: Sampling Approach Discussion Guide 

Thank you very much for agreeing to talk with us today. Your agency’s input is valued. My name is __________ and I work for RTI International. 
RTI is supporting the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) in planning for the National and State Survey of Child and Adolescent Well-Being (NSSCAW). This new effort aims to collect state and nationally representative data about the health and well-being, service needs, and service utilization of children and families involved in the child welfare system. To inform planning for a potential future study, the study team is holding feedback sessions with child welfare agencies.  
The purpose of today’s call is to learn more about the data elements available in your agency’s child welfare data system to support sampling of children and families for a potential future study. 
The draft study design to date proposes a sample approach that involves agencies submitting monthly sample files of children with closed maltreatment investigations (assessments) and those in legal custody from which a sample of children will be drawn for the study. We would plan to request sampling files for 15 consecutive months. During today’s call, it would be helpful to hear from you about the level of effort that may be required for these proposed activities, as well as any potential challenges or other feasibility considerations you foresee.  
We would like to record our discussion today so that we can make sure our notes are accurate. Do we have your permission to start recording?  
Data System	 
1. What is the name of your agency’s child welfare data system?
2. What type of system is it (e.g., Statewide Automated Child Welfare Information System or SACWIS; Comprehensive Child Welfare Information System or CCWIS)?
Review of Eligible Child Cases and Requested Data Elements 
3. We are interested in sampling the following: 
· All children with completed investigations or assessments in a prior month, and 
· Children entering legal custody through alternative pathways, such as the juvenile justice system
· Is your agency able to identify the children entering legal custody through other pathways?
· IF YES: How would your agency identify these children? 
· We would like to share one approach through which these children may be identified: 
· Children who are in AFCARS but not NCANDS. 
· Depending on state law, will likely include children aged 14 or older
· For some of these children, the AFCARS reason for removal may be coded as a behavior problem (E91_child_behavior_problem = 1).
· Are there other methods we should consider?
4. We would like to know if your state can provide contact information for sampled parents/caregivers and children to help selected counties participate. 
· How current and accurate is the contact information available in your files for parents/caregivers and children who are eligible for study participation? 
· Would you be able to provide contact information for sampled parents/caregivers and children in counties selected for participation? 
· In cases where the contact information may change over time, would it be possible to revisit or update contact information at a later point if needed? Are there certain types of cases where information tends to be less current or accurate? 
5. Table 1 of the Specifications for NSSCAW Sampling Variables document (page 4) lists the data elements needed for the monthly sample frame files. We would like to review the requested data elements with you to understand which items can be provided, which items might be challenging and discuss a few specific questions about select items. 
· What data elements are available? 
· Are there any data elements that cannot be provided?
· Are there any data elements that can be provided, but in a different format?
· Are there any questions about any of the data elements?
Investigations 
We are also interested in learning more about your agency’s procedures for investigations. Thinking about Data Elements 53-54 (Assessment/Investigation Start and End Date): 

6. What is the time limit to complete an investigation (including extensions)?
7. What is the average time from the close of the investigation until the investigation data is entered in the system?
8. Are there other tracks to which cases could be diverted, without going through a full investigation?  
· If other tracks are used, are start and end dates available? 
Siblings
To support sampling activities for a future potential study, we are proposing to select only one child per family. We are interested in the child who was the focus of the investigation. In prior rounds of the study, agencies were asked to provide Data Element 6 (Family ID), Some states only listed the child who was the focus of the report, while other states included all children in a family as subjects of investigation. 
9. Would siblings of investigated children be included? 
· If YES: do all siblings receive the same level of investigations? 
· If so, would it be possible to identify the target child(ren)?
Unsubstantiated Cases
The future potential study aims to sample all children investigated for maltreatment during a 12-month period whether the case was substantiated or unsubstantiated. Thinking about Data Element 38 (Report Disposition): 	
10. Would it be possible to have access to unsubstantiated case records?  
11. Are these records purged?  
· If so, how frequently?
12.  What other issues might make it difficult to access unsubstantiated case records? 

File Transfer
Our draft study design currently proposes using a secure website to allow agencies to securely transmit monthly data files to RTI for processing and sample selection. Each agency would be provided with unique credentials for accessing this website.  
13. Does your agency anticipate any problems submitting files via the project’s secure website? 
14. Would encryption in addition to password protection be sufficient?
15. Are there other challenges or feasibility considerations to consider as we plan for file transfers?    
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Expiration Date: XX/XXXX



PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT OF 1995 (Pub. L. 104-13) STATEMENT OF PUBLIC BURDEN: The purpose of this information collection is to contact and recruit state and county child welfare agencies for participation in NSSCAW.  Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 2 hours per respondent, including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining the information needed, and reviewing the collection of information. This is a voluntary collection of information. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The OMB # is 0970-0356 and the expiration date is XX/XXXX. If you have any comments on this collection of information, please contact Melissa Dolan, at mdolan@rti.org. 
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Specifications for Monthly Sample File Submissions

I. Overview of Proposed Case Sampling Process
Our draft study design proposes to sample two types of child protective services (CPS) cases: 
· Children with a closed maltreatment investigation or assessment, and 
· Children who entered state or county legal custody without a precipitating investigation or assessment. 
· This group might include, for example, children who entered the child welfare system via the juvenile justice system. All children with a maltreatment investigation or assessment would be eligible for sampling regardless of whether the allegations of child abuse or neglect were substantiated.

II. Proposed Sampling Approach 
We are currently considering sampling children from monthly files covering a 15-month period. Our proposed approach is to request monthly files to include all children who had a closed (or completed) investigation/assessment in the previous month, and all children who entered legal custody through alternative pathways in the previous month.
· For example, in September 2026, we would select a random sample of children from a list of the previous month’s cases (August 2026). 
i. Sampling Frequency. This proposed approach would be done each month for 15 months so that over the course of this 15-month period, there would be enough children selected from each county to obtain the desired number of completed interviews. Because there may be delays in which the data for closed cases are entered into agency systems, we would like to receive lists of the children who had a closed investigation/assessment in the previous 3 months. 
ii. Anticipated Number of Sample Files. For this potential future study, we anticipate you would need to submit 15 total sample files. This proposed approach would allow us to check the list of cases that were closed in the previous two months and include any children whose cases were not included in the previous month’s list. 
iii. Child Classification. As part of our proposed approach, we are considering classifying children into three groups to examine potential differences in outcomes across these groups. The three proposed groups are: 
(1) children not receiving services, 
(2) children receiving in-home services, and 
(3) children receiving out-of-home services. 

III. Discussion Guide: 
1. What position or role within your agency would typically be responsible for preparing and submitting these files? 
2. Would it be feasible to identify a back-up person for this role in case the primary contact is unavailable? 
3. What level of staff effort may be required to prepare and submit files to support sampling activities under this proposed approach? 
4. To what extent would staff be available to commit this level of effort to preparing and submitting files? 
5. What challenges might your agency face in producing and transferring the proposed number of files (15) over a 12-month period? 
6. Are there certain times of year when generating files like this might be more difficult?
7. What support or guidance would help make this process easier? 

Table 1: Proposed Data Elements for a Potential Future Study 
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	Preferred Format (2)
	Explanations/Comments (3)

	IDs and Unique Identifiers 

	1. Child ID/ Social Security Number (SSN) 
	None
	· Purpose: The Child ID/SSN is to link the selected sample records back to the agency data system.
· Comments: The child ID should be a unique ID for the child, not for the case.  This ID should be permanent, and the child should not receive a second ID if he/she is investigated again.
· Mapping: None.

	2. NCANDS ID 
	None
	· Purpose: The NCANDS ID will allow linkage of the NSSCAW data to NCANDS data.
· Comments: The unique unencrypted NCANDS ID assigned to each child in NCANDS.
· Mapping: Unencrypted NCANDS field #4, ChID.

	3. AFCARS ID 
	None
	· Purpose: The AFCARS ID will allow linkage of the NSSCAW data to AFCARS data.
· Comments: The unique unencrypted AFCARS ID assigned to each child in NCANDS.
· Mapping: Unencrypted AFCARS field #4, E4_child_record_number.

	4. Case/ Investigation/ Report ID 
	None
	· Purpose: The Case ID should be used to link selected sample records back to the same case/report in the data system. This also will allow us to uniquely identify child records for deduplication.
· Comments: A unique identification number given to a case or report under investigation / assessment. The Case/Report ID may be the same as the Family ID.
· Mapping: None.

	5. State Foster Care ID
	None
	· Purpose: The State Foster Care ID will allow linkage across the sample and NCANDS and AFCARS files by providing one consistently named variable across datasets.
· Comments: This variable is derived by NDACAN using the variables StaTerr (the state two-character code) and AFCARSID, the child’s encrypted identifier.   
· Mapping: Unencrypted NCANDS field #150, StFCID.

	IDs and Unique Identifiers cont’d

	6. Family ID 
	None
	· Purpose: The Family ID will allow us to identify families so that only one child will be selected from a family.
· Comments: A unique identification number given to families under investigation/assessment.
· Mapping: Can be mapped to SACWIS (Family ID).

	7. Caregiver ID
	
	· Purpose: The caregiver ID/SSN is used to uniquely identify caregivers and link the selected sample records back to the agency data system.
· Comments: The caregiver ID should be a unique ID for the caregiver, not for the case. This ID should be permanent, and the caregiver should not receive a second ID if he/she is investigated again.   
· Mapping: None.

	8. Child’s First Name 
9. Child’s Middle Name 
10. Child’s Last Name 
	Char 25
Char 25
Char 25
	· Purpose: To assist in uniquely identifying child and family records for deduplication.
· Comments: The child’s legal name.
· Confidentiality Concerns: If the child’s name cannot be released, any other information (e.g. initials) that allows us to deduplicate the child records would also be useful.
· Mapping: Can be mapped indirectly to SACWIS (Name).

	11. Child’s Date of Birth 
	DOB: Alphanumeric 8 (YYYYMMDD)
	· Purpose: Date of Birth is used to distinguish infants (less than 1 year old) from older children. Children who are older than 17 years and 6 months at the closing of the investigation/assessment will be excluded from the study.
· Comments: Date of Birth should follow as: year (4), month (2), day (2).
· Mapping: Date of Birth can be mapped to SACWIS (Date of Birth), NCANDS. Child Age can be mapped to SACWIS (Age) and NCANDS (ChAge).

	12. Mother’s or Head of Household’s (HoH) SSN 
	SSN - Alphanumeric 9
	· Purpose: To assist in identifying children from the same family for deduplication.
· Comments: Mother’s or Head of Household’s social security number (SSN).
· Confidentiality Concerns: If the mother’s SSN cannot be released, please provide the last 4 digits of the SSN. 
· Mapping: None.

	13. Mother's or HoH's Date of Birth/Age 
	Alphanumeric 8 (YYYYMMDD)
	· Purpose: To assist in identifying children from the same family for deduplication.
· Comments: Mother’s or Head of Household’s Date of Birth or Age.
· Mapping: No known direct or indirect mapping scheme.

	IDs and Unique Identifiers cont’d

	14. Mother's or HoH's First Name 
15. Mother's or HoH's Middle Name 
16. Mother's or HoH's Last Name 
	Char 25
Char 25
Char 25
	· Purpose: To assist in identifying children from the same family for deduplication.
· Comments: Mother’s or Head of Household’s legal name.
· Confidentiality Concerns: If the mother’s name cannot be released, any other information that allows us to identify children from the same family would also be useful.
· Mapping: No known direct or indirect mapping scheme.

	Geographic Variables 

	17. County of Investigation/ Assessment 
18. Regional/Local Office ID 
	Alphanumeric 3
	· Purpose: To identify the case’s geographical origin. The County of Investigation/ Assessment should reflect the county in which the investigation/assessment of the case was conducted. If applicable, the Regional/Local Office ID should indicate the office that has jurisdiction over the investigation / assessment.
· Comments: A 3-digit County FIPS code or other county identifier that is being used by the agency system. If the county is divided between 2 or more regional offices and/or if there are 2 or more local offices within the county, a Regional/Local Office ID should be included in the file.
· Mapping: None.
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	Preferred Format (2)
	Explanations/Comments (3)

	Geographic Variables cont’d

	19. Child’s Residential Street Address at time of report 
20. Child’s Residential City at time of report 
21. Child’s Residential State at time of report 
22. Child’s Residential Zip Code at time of report 
	Alphanumeric 40
Char 25
Char 2
  Alphanumeric 10
	· Purpose: To assist in uniquely identifying child records for deduplication. 
· Comments: This is the child’s home address at the time of the report, rather than the child’s current residential address. For foster care children, we would prefer to have the address at the time of the report, if it is available; otherwise, we would like to receive the child’s current address. 
· Confidentiality Concerns: If the child’s full address cannot be released, the zip code would be useful to allow us to deduplicate child records and to identify the county in which the child should be classified.
· Mapping: This can be mapped indirectly to SACWIS (Address (Residence)).


















	Proposed Data Element  (1)
	Preferred Format (2)
	Explanations/Comments (3)

	Geographic Variables cont’d

	23. Child’s current placement setting
24. Name of Current Caregiver
25. Child’s Residential Street Address (Current)
26. Child’s Residential City (Current)
27. Child’s Residential State (Current)
28. Child’s Residential Zip Code (Current)
	Alphanumeric:
1 – Pre-adoptive home
2 – Foster home, relative
3 – Foster home, non-relative
4 – Group home
5 – Institution
6 – Supervised independent living
7 – Runaway
8 – Trial home visit
Char 25
Alphanumeric 40
Char 25
Char 2
Alphanumeric 10
	· Purpose: To assist in uniquely identifying child records for deduplication. 
· Comments: This is the child’s current residential address home, rather than the child’s address at the time of the report. 
· Confidentiality Concerns: If the child’s full address cannot be released, the zip code would be useful to allow us to deduplicate child records and to identify the county in which the child should be classified.
· Mapping: This can be mapped directly to AFCARS field #49, CurPlSet, and mapped indirectly to SACWIS (Address (Residence)).












	Proposed Data Element (1)
	Preferred Format    (2)
	Explanations/Comments (3)

	Geographic Variables cont’d

	29. Mother's or HoH's Residential Street Address, at Time of Report  
30. Mother's or HoH's City, at Time of Report  
31. Mother's or HoH's State, at Time of Report  
32. Mother's or HoH's Zip Code, at Time of Report  
	Alphanumeric 40
Char 25
Char 2
Alphanumeric 10
	· Purpose: To assist in identifying children from the same family for deduplication.
· Comments: This is the Mother’s or HoH’s home address at the time of the report. This information would be identical to items 19-22 if the child remains in-home. If the child was removed from their home and placed in an out-of-home setting, this information would be used to pursue an interview with the non-custodial parent. 
· Confidentiality Concerns: If the Mother’s or HoH’s full address cannot be released, the zip code would be useful.
· Mapping: No known direct or indirect mapping scheme.

	33. Mother's or HoH's Residential Street Address (Current)
34. Mother's or HoH's City (Current)
35. Mother's or HoH's State (Current)
36. Mother's or HoH's Zip Code (Current)
	Alphanumeric 40
Char 25
Char 2
Alphanumeric 10
	· Purpose: To assist in identifying children from the same family for deduplication.
· Comments: This is the Mother’s or HoH’s current home address.
· Confidentiality Concerns: If the Mother’s or HoH’s full address cannot be released, the zip code would be useful.
· Mapping: No known direct or indirect mapping scheme.

	Child Welfare Investigation/Assessment and Case Variables 

	37. Report Date 
	Alphanumeric 8 (YYYYMMDD)
	· Purpose: To establish when the maltreatment report was filed with the agency.
· Comments: The date agency was notified of the suspected child maltreatment.
· Mapping: Can be mapped to NCANDS field #6, RptDt

	38. Report Disposition  
	Alphanumeric:
1 – Substantiated
2  – Indicated or reason to suspect
3  – Alternative response disposition-victim
4  – Alternative response disposition-not a victim
5  – Unsubstantiated
6  – Unsubstantiated due to intentionally false
7 – Closed-no finding
88 – Other
99 – Unknown or missing
	· Purpose: The disposition of the investigation / assessment will allow us to refine our sampling strata. It will also be important information for improved estimates when conducting analysis of the data.
· Comments: The disposition is the result assigned upon the completion of an investigation or assessment.
· Mapping: Can be mapped indirectly to NCANDS field #11, RptDisp.

	39. In-home Case Opened After Investigation/Assessment
	Alphanumeric: 1 or 0
1 – Yes (In-home case opened after Investigation/Assessment
0 – No (In-home case was not opened after investigation/ assessment)
	· Purpose: To distinguish whether a case was opened and children remained in their homes. 
· Comments: Whether or not a child is involved in an in-home case should be indicated by some combination of the report disposition, case type, and the child’s placement status following the investigation/assessment. If the system is not able to create an in-home case variable, we will accept those variables that would allow us to extract the required information.
· Mapping: These data can be directly mapped to SACWIS but may vary by state. 

	40. NCANDS Maltreatment Type  
	Alphanumeric:
1 – Physical Abuse
2 – Neglect or Deprivation of Necessities
3 – Medical Neglect
4 – Sexual Abuse
5 – Psychological or Emotional
6 – No Alleged Maltreatment
8 – Other
9 – Unknown or Missing
	· Purpose: The type of maltreatment will be used to adjust for nonresponse and will allow for improved estimates when conducting analysis of the data.
· Comments: This is the main type of maltreatment that was reported.
· Mapping: Can be mapped directly to the NCANDS variable #26 ChMal1.
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	41. State-specific Maltreatment Type 
	Alphanumeric:
Categories to be determined based upon state-specific categories
	· Purpose: The type of maltreatment will be used to obtain improved estimates when conducting analysis of the data, by incorporating an expanded set of maltreatment types.
· Comments: This is the main type of maltreatment that was reported and should reflect state-specific maltreatment categories. 
· Mapping: Can be mapped indirectly to the NCANDS variable #26 ChMal1, and should reflect the state-specific set of maltreatment types or categories that are subsequently combined/collapsed to derive the 9 categories in NCANDS.

	42. Receiving CWS Services 
	Alphanumeric: 1 or 0
1 – Receiving services
0 – Not receiving services
	· Purpose: To distinguish children and their families who receive services provided by the CPS agencies from those who do not receive CWS services. This information will be used to oversample children who receive CWS services.
· Comments: Whether or not a child is receiving services should be indicated by the child or family’s current service status at the time the data files are compiled. If the system is not able to create a receiving services indicator variable, we will accept service variables that would allow us to extract the required information.
· Mapping: Can be directly mapped to SACWIS (service) only, with the variable representing current service status at the time the sampling data are compiled/sent to RTI.

	43. Receiving Out-of- Home Placement Service 
	Alphanumeric: 1 or 0
1 – Placement service
0 – No placement service
	· Purpose: To distinguish children who receive out-home-placement services so that more foster care children can be selected.
· Comments: Any child who has been placed in out-of-home care for more than 72 hours or who has an open out-of-home placement case management plan because of the recent investigation / assessment should be classified as receiving out-of-home placement services. Also, any child who is currently receiving out-of-home placement services because of a previous investigation / assessment should be classified as receiving out-of-home placement services. If the system is not able to create a receiving out-of-home placement services indicator variable, we will accept service variables that would allow us to extract the required information.
· Mapping: Can be indirectly mapped to SACWIS (Service=Foster Care Services). Any record in AFCARS Foster Care Detail File implies a child has received Foster Care Services. 
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	44. Services provided
	Alphanumeric: 
NULL: Not collected or not applicable
1 – Yes
2 – No
9 – Unknown or missing
	· Purpose: The type of services provided will be used to adjust for nonresponse and will allow for improved estimates when conducting analysis of the data.
· Comments: Indicates whether service began or continued for the child in the report or the child’s family as a result of the response to reported allegations.
· Mapping: Can be mapped directly to the NCANDS fields #56-85.

	45. Child living arrangement
	Alphanumeric: 
NULL: Not collected or not applicable
1 – Married Two-Parent Household with Two Biological/Adoptive Parents 
2 – Married Two Parent Household with 1 Biological/Adoptive Parent and 1 Step-Parent 
3 – Unmarried Two Parent Household with Two Biological/Adoptive Parents 
4 – Unmarried Two Parent Household with 1 Biological/ Adoptive Parent and 1 Cohabitating Partner
5 – Two Parent Household, Marital Status Unknown 
6 – Single Parent Household, Mother Only 
7 – Single Parent Household, Father Only
8 – Single Parent, Mother and Other Adult (Grandparent, Uncle, Aunt, Unrelated Adult, etc.) 
9 – Single Parent, Father, Other Adult (Grandparent, Uncle, Aunt, Unrelated Adult, etc.) 
10 – Non-parent Relative Caregiver Household (include Relative Foster Care) 
11 – Non-relative Caregiver Household (includes Non-relative Foster Care) 
12 – Group Home or Residential Treatment Setting
88 – Other Setting (Hospital, Secure Facilities, etc.)
99 – Unknown or missing
	· Purpose: The child’s living arrangement at the time of the alleged incident of maltreatment will be used to help inform survey administration and will allow for improved estimates when conducting analysis of the data.
· Comments: Indicates the environment in which a child was residing at the time of the alleged incident of maltreatment.
· Mapping: Can be mapped directly to the NCANDS fields #23 ChLvng.

	Child Welfare Investigation/Assessment and Case Variables cont’d

	46. Title IV-E Foster Care Payment
	Alphanumeric 4
	· Purpose: To accurately identify formal and informal kinship and foster care placements.
· Comments: Indicates that Title IV-E foster care maintenance payments are being paid on behalf of the child.
· Mapping: Can be mapped to the AFCARS field #78 and would be modified to provide the amount of the payment (as opposed to a dichotomous indicator of whether a payment is received). 

	47. Title IV-A TANF Payment
	Alphanumeric 4
	· Purpose: To accurately identify formal and informal kinship and foster care placements.
· Comments: Indicates the child is living with relative(s) whose source of support is a Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) payment for the child.
· Mapping: Can be mapped to the AFCARS field #80 and would be modified to provide the amount of the payment (as opposed to a dichotomous indicator of whether a payment is received). 

	48. Monthly Foster Care Payment 
	Alphanumeric 4
	· Purpose: To accurately identify formal and informal kinship and foster care placements.
· Comments: Indicates the monthly foster care payment paid on behalf of the child regardless of source (i.e., Federal, State, county, municipality, tribal, and private payments).
· Mapping: Can be mapped directly to the AFCARS field #85.

	49. Child risk factors
	Alphanumeric: 
NULL: Not collected or not applicable
1 – Yes
2 – No
9 – Unknown or missing
	· Purpose: The type of child risk factors will be used to adjust for nonresponse and will allow for improved estimates when conducting analysis of the data.
· Comments: Indicates the child’s characteristics or environment that may place the child at-risk for maltreatment.
· Mapping: Can be mapped directly to the NCANDS fields #35-43.

	50. Caregiver risk factors
	Alphanumeric: 
NULL: Not collected or not applicable
1 – Yes
2 – No
9 – Unknown or missing
	· Purpose: The type of caregiver risk factors will be used to adjust for nonresponse and will allow for improved estimates when conducting analysis of the data.
· Comments: Indicates the caregiver’s characteristics or environment that may place the child at-risk for maltreatment.
· Mapping: Can be mapped directly to the NCANDS fields #44-55.

	Child Welfare Investigation/Assessment and Case Variables cont’d

	51. Prior Victim
	Alphanumeric: 
NULL: Not collected or not applicable
1 – Yes
2 – No
9 – Unknown or missing
	· Purpose: Whether the child was a prior victim will be used to adjust for nonresponse and will allow for improved estimates when conducting analysis of the data.
· Comments: Indicates if there are previous substantiated or indicated maltreatment(s) for the child in the state’s information system.
· Mapping: Can be mapped directly to the NCANDS fields #25.

	52. Date of Latest Removal 
	Alphanumeric 8 (YYYYMMDD)
	· Purpose: To establish the eligibility of the cases for inclusion on the sampling frame.
· Comments: Date the child received the most recent out-of-home placement services.
· Mapping: Can be mapped to AFCARS (field #69 E69_removal_date with the latest date available from the Foster Care Detail File).

	53. Assessment/
Investigation Start Date 

54. Assessment/ Investigation End Date 
	Alphanumeric 8 (YYYYMMDD)

Alphanumeric 8 (YYYYMMDD)
	· Purpose: To establish the eligibility of the cases for inclusion in the sampling frame.
· Comments:  Dates for when the investigation/assessment of child abuse or neglect began and ended (or closed).
· Mapping: Can be mapped to SACWIS (Opened(Case) and Case Close Date).
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	55. Child’s Race 
	Alphanumeric: 1, 2, 3
1 – Black
2 – White
3 – Other
	· Purpose: Key demographic information. It can also be used to assist us in uniquely identifying child records for deduplication.
· Comments: The race of the child. 
· Mapping: Can be indirectly mapped to SACWIS (Race) and NCANDS (ChRacAI, ChRacAs, ChRacBl, ChRacNH,  ChRacWh, ChRacUD).

	56. Hispanic Origin 
	Alphanumeric: 1 or 0
1 – Hispanic origin
0 – Otherwise
	· Purpose: Key demographic information. It can also be used to assist us in uniquely identifying child records for deduplication.
· Comments: Denotes a child has a Hispanic ethnicity. Mapping: Can be mapped to SACWIS (Hispanic Origin) and NCANDS (CEthn).

	Demographic Variables cont’d

	57. Child’s Sex 
	Alphanumeric: 1 or 0
1 – Male
0 – Female
	· Purpose: Key demographic information. It can also be used to assist us in uniquely identifying child records for deduplication.
· Comments: Sex of child at birth, male or female.
· Mapping: Can be mapped to SACWIS (Sex) and NCANDS (CHSEX).

	58. Mother's or HoH's Sex 
	Alphanumeric: 1 or 0
1 – Male
0 – Female
	· Purpose: To assist in identifying children from the same family for deduplication.
· Comments: Mother’s or Head of Household’s sex at birth.
· Mapping: No known direct or indirect mapping scheme.



