Focus group information
Focus Group on Research Use
Purpose and Context  
Mathematica, an independent research organization, is conducting focus groups on behalf of the Administration for Children and Families (ACF). ACF conducts research and evaluation on welfare and family self-sufficiency topics primarily through contracts and grants to research firms and university researchers. ACF works closely with the Office of Family Assistance (OFA) – the ACF program office which administers the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program (TANF) program – to produce and apply knowledge about how TANF, employment, and family self-sufficiency programs can best support the self-sufficiency and economic well-being of people and families with low incomes.  

Additional information on ACF’s research can be found here: 
· About this research topic area: https://acf.gov/opre/topic/self-sufficiency-welfare-employment
· About recent and ongoing projects: https://acf.gov/opre/project/portfolios-research-welfare-and-family-self-sufficiency
· About past research in this topic area and questions to investigate through future research: https://acf.gov/opre/report/welfare-and-family-self-sufficiency-learning-agenda 
The purpose of this focus group is to get your perspective on what ACF can do to make the research it sponsors more useful to you. Questions will focus on information you need in your work, how you access research, things that help or hinder your use of research, and the types of research that ACF should prioritize.  
This focus group is part of the LEARN project, which aims to maximize use of ACF’s welfare, employment, and family self-sufficiency research to inform policy, programs, practice, and—ultimately—to contribute to improved outcomes for children and families with low incomes.  
ACF is interested in hearing perspectives from organizations and people who could use ACF’s welfare, employment, and family self-sufficiency research to inform their work.
Mathematica is conducting several focus groups with groups of potential research users. Mathematica will compile all the feedback received from these sessions to help inform how ACF develops and shares research to better support research users.  
The focus group will last approximately 90 minutes. 
Participation and Privacy
Please keep the information shared by others in the focus group private. Although we ask all participants to keep the discussion private, we cannot guarantee that the information you share in the focus group will be kept private by others in this group. During the focus group, you may wish to turn off your camera or use a name different than your own to maintain anonymity. 
The information you provide will help improve how ACF’s research is developed and shared to better support practitioners, policymakers, researchers, and others working to improve outcomes for children and families. Your responses will be combined with others and may be summarized in public products such as reports or conference presentations. Mathematica will not use your name in anything shared publicly. ACF staff will only see aggregated themes from across all focus groups, not individual comments linked to names. Participation is voluntary and you can participate to the extent you feel comfortable. You do not need to answer any questions you don't want to answer. There are no benefits and minimal risks to participation. We will keep your information private to the extent permitted by law.  
OMB Statement  
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The OMB number and expiration date for this collection are [OMB #: 0970-0356, Expiration: 1/31/2027]. 
If you have any questions about this study, please reach out to the project contacts, Marie Lawrence (Catherinemarie.Lawrence@acf.hhs.gov) or Scott Baumgartner (SBaumgartner@mathematica-mpr.com).
Recording Consent  
In the focus group, Mathematica will request to record the conversation to ensure key points are captured accurately and to augment notetaking. In any notes or transcripts, we will remove names and other personal identifiers to protect your privacy. The recording will only be used by the research team and will be securely stored. You will have the opportunity to agree or disagree to being recorded. 
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