I am writing in strong support of the USDA’s proposed Equine 2026 Study and commend the Agency for undertaking the effort to gather updated, industry-wide data on equine health, disease prevalence, and management practices within the United States.
I submit this comment from three perspectives: as a horse owner, a licensed veterinarian, and a professional working within the equine biopharmaceutical and veterinary biologics sector. 
First, from an animal health and welfare standpoint, infectious and endemic diseases remain among the most significant threats to equine well-being. Chronic or poorly controlled disease results in pain, reduced performance, shortened athletic careers, and premature euthanasia. Preventable outbreaks—whether viral, bacterial, or parasitic—can lead to rapid deterioration of horse health. A nationally representative study such as Equine 2026 is essential to understanding current disease burdens and identifying gaps in prevention, vaccination, biosecurity, and early detection.
Second, from a veterinary and public health perspective, the equine industry is highly interconnected. Horses routinely move between farms, states, and regions for training, breeding, competition, veterinary referral, and sale. This mobility creates significant risk for disease transmission, particularly in the absence of robust, up-to-date surveillance data. The Equine 2026 Study will provide critical baseline information that veterinarians rely on to make science-based recommendations regarding vaccination protocols, quarantine practices, diagnostic testing, and outbreak response. These data are fundamental to improving biosecurity standards and reducing the likelihood of regional or national disease events.
Third, from an industry and biopharmaceutical standpoint, reliable epidemiologic data are essential for guiding the development, evaluation, and appropriate use of veterinary biologics, diagnostics, and disease-mitigation tools. Manufacturers, researchers, and regulators depend on accurate information regarding disease prevalence, management practices, and emerging risks to ensure that products entering the market address real-world needs. 
Beyond animal health, the economic implications of equine disease are substantial. The American horse industry supports hundreds of thousands of jobs across veterinary medicine, agriculture, sport, recreation, breeding, and therapeutic services. Disease outbreaks can result in cancelled events, restricted movement, lost revenue, and long-term reputational damage to facilities and regions. 
In summary, the Equine 2026 Study represents a vital opportunity to improve equine health, protect animal welfare, support veterinarians, strengthen biosecurity, and sustain the long-term viability of the U.S. horse industry. I strongly support USDA’s efforts to collect this information and encourage full implementation of the study.
Respectfully submitted,

Theresa Westfall, DVM
Bellingham, WA


