2744 Response to Comments For 30- Day Comment Period

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) received comments from dialysis providers during the final comment period. This is the reconciliation of those comments.

 Comment 1: 
2744A: “Shifts per day metric” is already collected in the End Stage Renal Disease Quality Reporting System (EQRS) and requiring it on the 2744 is duplicative, burdensome and could potentially lead to potential mismatches in the data reported since this would need to be manually entered by all clinics individually.  
CMS Response: CMS acknowledges this comment and has accounted for the collection of Shift data within EQRS in a way that reduces duplication and burden. 

Comment 2: 
Patient Ratios: The commenter suggests that the patient ratio could be calculated from existing data on the form, rather than requiring additional entries, which could lead to confusion due to unclear instructions. 
[bookmark: _Hlk206595157]CMS Response: In consideration of this comment and previous stakeholder feedback collected outside of this comment period, CMS has  removed  field #44 “Staff to Patient Ratio” and has revised instructions to ensure clarity.

 Comment 3:
Update form instructions: The commenter mentions that the instructions are outdated and do not reflect the digital nature of data entry today and recommend updates to clarify data entry requirements.
[bookmark: _Hlk206594864]CMS Response: CMS acknowledges this comment and has reviewed and edited the  Form instructions to ensure clarity.

 Comment 4:
The commenter seeks clarification on whether the proposed changes will also apply to the electronic version of the form and recommends that facility demographic data be automatically populated to ease the data entry process.
CMS Response: CMS affirms all finalized changes will apply to the electronic version of the Form and has accounted for the collection of this data within EQRS in a way that reduces burden. 

 Comment 5:
The commenter calls for a review of the CMS-2744 to ensure it focuses on essential data needed for annual reviews, rather than overwhelming facilities with unnecessary information.
CMS Response: CMS acknowledges this comment. 



