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Supplemental Justification

Information Collection Title:  Workforce Opportunity for Rural Communities (WORC) Round 7: A Grant Initiative for the Appalachian, Delta, and Northern Border Regions

Supplemental Supporting Statement A: Justification

[bookmark: _Toc207778202][bookmark: _Toc208654602][bookmark: _Toc228885476][bookmark: _Toc229889134]This request seeks OMB approval under the Paperwork Reduction Act for the unique information collection requirements for the funding opportunity announcement (FOA), Workforce Opportunity for Rural Communities (WORC) Round 7: A Grant Initiative for the Appalachian, Delta, and Northern Border Regions.

[bookmark: _Hlk202171313]The Employment and Training Administration, U.S. Department of Labor (DOL), has approximately $49,200,000 in grant funds—authorized by Section 169(c) of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) authorizes this program. The funds for this grant program are appropriated in Titles I and IX of Pub. L. 119-4, Full-Year Continuing Appropriations and Extensions Act, 2025, March 15, 2025. The Department also may use funding appropriated in Title I of Div. B of Pub. L. 119-75, Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2026.

WORC Round 7 will address the critical workforce needs of employers in high-growth and emerging industries across the Appalachian, Delta, and Northern Border regions (WORC regions). Under this FOA, DOL anticipates awarding approximately 6 to 24 grants to eligible organizations, ranging from $2,000,000 to $8,000,000.  Eligible applicants include industry and employer associations; labor-management organizations; education/training providers; workforce development entities; Native American tribal governments and organizations; and state, county, and local governments. Eligible applicants will contribute to large-scale regional economic development models through the formation or enhancement of regional industry and sector partnerships that bring together employers, education and training providers, and workforce development entities, among other partners, to design and implement grant projects that embed industry-driven strategies, including Registered Apprenticeships, and enhance worker mobility.

Applications will include the following information collections:  1) Form SF-424 “Application for Federal Assistance,” separately cleared under OMB control number 4040-0004, 2) Project Budget, 3) Project Narrative, and 4) Attachments to the Project Narrative.  

Electronic availability:

This grant solicitation is available on the grants.gov website.  Based on past DOL experience, the Department anticipates that 100 percent of responses will be submitted electronically.

Small Entities:

This information collection will not have a significant impact on a substantial number of small entities.


Assurances of confidentiality:

These grant solicitations do not offer applicants assurances of confidentiality.

Special circumstances:

This FOA implicates no special circumstances.

Select Primary Affected Public with a “P” and all others that apply with an “X”: 
__	Individuals or households 
__	Farms 
__	Business or other for-profit 
__	Federal Government  
P_	Not-for-profit institutions 
X_	State, Local or Tribal Government 

Burden:

Based on past experience, the DOL expects to receive approximately 170 applications from an equal number of respondents.  The Employment and Training Administration estimates public reporting burden for the information collection to average 50 hours per response for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining needed data, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.

170 applications x 50 hours = 8,500 hours

The DOL uses the hourly professional and business services industry earnings rate of $53.91.

8,500 hours x $53.91 = $458,235

The DOL associates no other burden costs with this information collection.  In addition to the application, each grantee will be required to submit quarterly financial, performance, and narrative reports to the ETA.  Those information collection requirements will be cleared under a separate control number.

Total burden: 170 respondents, 170 responses, 8,500 hours, $0 other cost burden.

Supplemental Supporting Statement B: Statistical Methods

This information collection does not employ statistical methods.
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